September 13, 2001

ORDER FOR RECESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess from 12:30 today until
2:15 this afternoon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mrs. HUTCHISON per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1421
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

———

TERRORIST ATTACKS AGAINST
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. CHAFEE. Madam President, I
stand before my fellow Senators in full
support of the resolution on which we
voted yesterday. A stunned world and
Nation is struggling to come to grips
with the horrifying violence of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. I support the Presi-
dent’s efforts to marshal the resources
of our intelligence, law enforcement,
diplomatic, and military apparatus to
bring about justice and to do so as
swiftly as possible.

I call on any nation known to be har-
boring terrorists to fully cooperate
with the United States and stem the
rising tide of conflict. I believe people
around the world are in equal measure
demanding justice for these horrendous
crimes and anxious for the world to
settle its disputes in a rational and civ-
ilized manner.

We must cling to the hope that this
is possible, even while we recognize
that on this Earth there exists people
capable of unbelievable barbarism.
This is a time of overwhelming sad-
ness, and I join my colleagues in sup-
port of S.J. Res. 22.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I as-
sume we are still in morning business
and offering statements with regard to
the incidents of Tuesday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.
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Mr. BURNS. Madam President, iron-
ically, on September 11 of this year, 1
was involved in a press conference
looking at a report card to Congress on
the deployment of E-911, the national
emergency number. Last year, we
passed that bill and the President
signed it, with now the deployment of
enhanced 911, which tells wireless
phone operators that when you dial 911
on your wireless phone, you will get
the nearest first responder rather than
some other area, maybe your home
area, even though you may be in roam,
and I do not spell that R-o-m-e.

How ironic that started at 9 o’clock
in the morning. It is one of those pieces
of legislation that goes unnoticed. Yet
it has a lot to do with public safety, es-
pecially in rural areas where we rely on
wireless. It also nationalizes 911 as the
emergency number across the Nation.

I made the statement at that time
that we are dealing with a different
world. Not only do we have to deal
with our own Ilittle family emer-
gencies, we also have to deal with this
world of terrorism. So 911 and the abil-
ity to communicate becomes very im-
portant. As we walked out of that press
conference, we were notified that an
airplane had hit the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York.

Not only did I stand still but the
world has stood still. We were shocked;
we were outraged at an unprovoked act
of violence committed against thou-
sands and thousands of innocent Amer-
icans.

Immediately, our President and Com-
mander in Chief, George Bush, ordered
the Federal Government to assist the
victims of the violence, investigate
these acts of terror, and to take the
steps to bring those responsible for
these tragedies to justice.

I fully support the President’s ac-
tions and will do whatever I can as an
individual to help him and our country
in this time of need.

Terrorism, which has been con-
demned around the world, cannot and
will not be tolerated in this country. I
know the President will take all meas-
ures necessary to seek out and to pun-
ish those who viciously attacked inno-
cent and defenseless Americans.

We, as Americans, are a strong and
resilient people. We will heal, and we
will emerge stronger than ever. The
strength and spirit of our Republic and
the democracy it represents will shine
through. We will not simply endure; we
shall prevail. And we will send a sharp
message to those cowards saying that
terrorist acts will not be tolerated or
condoned. They will never be able to
destroy the spirit of a free people, the
freedom we enjoy, and our way of life.

Our thoughts and our prayers go out
to those who tragically lost their lives
and to those friends and families who
lost their loved ones. This is far more
than a tragedy to them. It is an out-
rageous act of terrorism that killed

16961

and injured so many innocent and de-
cent citizens of our country. Nothing I
can say to express my sympathy for
those suffering is enough. My outrage
of that cowardly act remains unwaver-
ing.

For now, we must mourn those who
have passed on and care for those who
were injured. We must let the Presi-
dent, our law enforcement people, mili-
tary, and the intelligence community
work. As a law-abiding nation—and we
are a nation of laws—we must be sure
to place the blame on the guilty. Tak-
ing independent action against inno-
cents or guests of our country has to be
guarded against.

The anger I feel inside has to be tem-
pered because decisions made while in
this state are usually not good deci-
sions. Many are filled with that same
anger and an unyielding desire for re-
venge. I realize we must remain calm
and focused. In the heat of passion,
fired by outrageous, despicable acts of
those who are guilty, our leaders must
be calm and dispassionate in deter-
mining who is responsible, where they
are, and how we must deal with them.

Have no doubt, America, we will find
those responsible. I say to those who
are responsible: You cannot hide. You
can run, but you cannot hide. Justice
will be served. It will be swift, and it
will be harsh.

September 11,—9-11—2001, will live a
long time in the memory of many of
us.
I was almost 7 years old on that Sun-
day, December 7, 1941. I remember that
day, and I can remember being a small
lad growing up on a farm. My folks
talked to each other differently and so
did the neighbors on Monday morning,
the 8th, than any of us had ever heard
before. I can remember when my moth-
er yelled out of the house, because we
had an old battery radio and didn’t
have electricity in those days—Dad and
I were in the barn choring. Mother said
that the Japanese had bombed Pearl
Harbor. My dad looked down at me and
he said: ‘“Where is Pearl Harbor?”’ We
didn’t even know. Next, the pictures
came out of Pearl Harbor of the bel-
lowing smoke from the Arizona and of
the California lying half on its side. It
remained in our minds for a long time.

I fear that the pictures of the World
Trade Center and the damage done
there will live in the minds of young
folks as Pearl Harbor did with us.
Tuesday’s acts represented a well-
planned, well-financed attack on our
freedom by a faceless, gutless enemy.

I also want to warn the American
people that we are at war. It can be
called by no other name. So I stand
firmly and proudly behind my Com-
mander in Chief, the President of the
United States. There is no doubt about
our unity and resolve to track down,
root out, and relentlessly pursue ter-
rorists and the states that harbor
them. I stand by to support our mili-
tary and intelligence community and
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