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the opportunity to teach and test other pilots. 
Many of his counterparts recognized Jason as 
a very capable and skilled captain. 

Mr. Speaker, the wishes of the terrorists 
aboard United Flight 93 may never be under-
stood, but we can deduce that something went 
wrong in the pursuit of their ultimate objective. 
Jason was probably the reason behind the 
failure of their mission, and in so doing, he 
saved American lives. While many people died 
in this tragedy, we must recognize the greater 
triumph of the situation and the battle against 
terrorism that was claimed in this particular 
moment. Mr. Speaker, Jason Dahl emerged 
as a national hero on September 11 and I 
would like to acknowledge his patriotic sac-
rifice. My warmest regards and deepest sym-
pathies are extended toward his family at this 
time of remembrance. Jason Dahl will be re-
membered as a hero who gave his life to 
America and we will all miss him dearly. 
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE 
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES REGARDING TERRORIST 
ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST 
UNITED STATES, HOUSE JOINT 
RESOLUTION 61 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 11, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
December 7, 1941. September 17, 1862. No-
vember 22, 1963. Pearl Harbor—The Day 
which Lives in Infamy. The Battle of Antie-
tam—America’s Bloodiest Day. The Assas-
sination of President Kennedy—The Loss of 
America’s Innocence. These dates have pro-
found meaning in the Nation’s eternal mem-
ory. They had an immeasurable impact on the 
American way of life, and the effects remain 
with us today. Transcending tragedy, the hor-
rific events of these dates reach to a level that 
changes everything we know and ever will 
know about our world, our country, and our-
selves. 

Hoping against hope, we prayed that this 
terrible list would not grow, but we must now 
add Tuesday, September 11, 2001 to the grim 
list. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday our great Nation 
suffered the most violent and costly attack on 
American soil in our nation’s history, and our 
lives will never be the same. The attack was 
aimed at the heart of our country, and the 
attackers hoped to break the spirit of our citi-
zens. 

The cowards who attacked us clearly mis-
understood the strength of character and re-
solve of the American people. We do not back 
down in the face of hardship, and we will pre-
vail over our enemies, no matter how long it 
takes. 

Terrorists may shatter our buildings, but 
they cannot shatter our commitment to the val-
ues we hold most dear: freedom, democracy, 
liberty, opportunity. We must commit ourselves 
today not only to defend ourselves and punish 
those who attacked us, we must also commit 
to rebuild the lives and the innocence that 

have been shattered. As the scope of the dev-
astation becomes clearer, our task will only 
grow more serious and important, but I know 
that we will rebuild our world. 

As we move forward to rebuild what has 
been shattered, we must put our world back 
together in a way that is mindful of not only 
our profoundly rich history and traditions but is 
also mindful of that which connects all of hu-
manity. We are blessed by the assistance and 
efforts of countless rescue workers who are 
risking their lives to rescue victims; I commend 
their courageous work and believe that their 
efforts should be examples to us all as we 
each make our own contributions to the recov-
ery efforts. 

Finally, we must not let feelings of anger 
and frustration rob us of the very things that 
make our country great. Make no mistake, we 
will find those responsible for these terrible at-
tacks, and hold them responsible. In doing so, 
however, we must be thoughtful, careful, and 
deliberate. We must and will remain vigilant in 
the defense of the liberties of our citizens. 
America can be safe and free, and our best 
days remain before us. God bless America. 
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PROVIDING FOR EXPEDITED PAY-
MENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS 
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS 
KILLED OR INJURED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH TERRORIST ATTACKS 
OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 13, 2001 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
full support of H.R. 2882 expediting payments 
to the families of the brave public safety offi-
cers killed or injured in the line of duty during 
the heinous acts of terrorism against the 
United States which occurred on September 
11, 2001. Our Nation owes these heroic men 
and women our deepest gratitude and we ex-
tend to their families our sincerest and heart-
felt sorrow for their loss. As our Nation comes 
to grips with the shocking enormity of these 
attacks, our dedicated public safety officers re-
main on the front line of the massive search 
and rescue efforts underway. They are leading 
a tireless search for our fellow citizens and for 
their fallen comrades. At this time of national 
tragedy, let us acknowledge the ongoing sac-
rifices that our Nation’s brave public safety of-
ficers continue to selflessly endure in the 
name of freedom and humanity. And may the 
ultimate sacrifice of their comrades never be 
forgotten. We pray for the safety of our public 
safety officers and the safe return of their fel-
low officers who remain missing. I urge my 
colleagues to support this bill. 

AMERICA STANDS RESOLUTE IN 
THIS TIME OF TRAGEDY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 14, 2001 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, Tuesday 
morning the American people were viciously 
and deliberately attacked by terrorists in what 
I consider to be an act of war. 

We have entered into a new era in world 
history. Terrorists have now begun to flout 
international law and standards of common 
decency. They target the American people be-
cause we are strong and because they are 
weak. Some say that we cannot and should 
not be the world’s policeman. But we will 
serve justice and we will punish those who are 
responsible. 

This battle is a new kind of war, and we 
must be prudent in how we prosecute it. All 
nations who harbor, who train, who support, 
who fund these terrorist groups, bear equal re-
sponsibility for the actions of these terrorists. 

We must dedicate the proper resources to 
deal with them in the appropriate way. Terror-
ists may be able to run, but they cannot hide 
from America’s determination and justice. 

Many of those who died were dedicated 
public servants. They were members of our 
armed forces, firefighters, and police officers. 
They were people dedicated to serving and 
protecting America. Others were citizens dedi-
cating to living the American dream, who had 
wives or husbands or children or parents who 
loved them and who will miss them. 

These people were innocent victims in a 
war conducted against America by terrorists 
who attacked unsuspecting civilian targets. It 
is now time we begin to fight back. 

On behalf of myself and the Fifth District of 
Texas, I would like to express my deepest 
condolences the families of the victims. May 
God protect them in this time of trouble. 
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HONORING MACLOVIO ‘‘JOE’’ 
LOPEZ JR. 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 14, 2001 

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, It is with pro-
found sadness that I pay tribute to Maclovio 
‘‘Joe’’ Lopez who passed away on September 
11, 2001. Joe, 41 years old, was a native of 
Pueblo, Colorado and was traveling from Bos-
ton to Los Angeles on business when his 
United Airlines Flight 175 was hijacked and 
crashed into the World Trade Center in New 
York City. 

Joe Lopez was born and reared in Colo-
rado, the second oldest of seven children to 
Maclovio and Martha Lopez. Joe graduated 
from Pueblo County High School prior to pur-
suing a career that would ultimately require 
him to frequently travel from Los Angeles to 
Boston. Tragically, Joe’s commute landed into 
the evil hands of cowardly terrorists who horri-
fied our nation by attacking innocent American 
citizens. 
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