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JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE 
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 231 
TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The Assistant to the Sergeant at 

Arms, Mr. Bill Sims, announced the 
President pro tempore and Members of 
the U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, the 
President pro tempore taking the chair 
at the left of the Speaker, and the 
Members of the Senate the seats re-
served for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints 
as members of the committee on the 
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the 
Chamber: 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY); 

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
WATTs); 

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
GEPHARDT); and 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BONIOR). 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
President pro tempore of the Senate, at 
the direction of that body, appoints the 
following Senators as members of the 
committee on the part of the Senate to 
escort the President of the United 
States into the House Chamber: 

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
DASCHLE); 

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 

LOTT); and 
The Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 

NICKLES). 
The Assistant to the Sergeant at 

Arms announced the Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Royal Highness 
Prince Bandar Bin Sultan Bin Abdul 
Aziz, Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Chief Justice of 
the United States and the Associate 
Justices of the Supreme Court. 

The Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives and took 
the seats reserved for them in front of 
the Speaker’s rostrum. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 
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At 9 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m., the 
Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Wilson 
Livingood, announced the President of 
the United States. 

The President of the United States, 
escorted by the committee of Senators 
and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you the 
President of the United States. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
f 

ADDRESS TO THE NATION BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The PRESIDENT. Thank you all. 
Please be seated. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro Tem-
pore, Members of Congress, and fellow 
Americans: 

In the normal course of events, Presi-
dents come to this Chamber to report 
on the state of the Union. Tonight no 
such report is needed. It has already 
been delivered by the American people. 
We have seen it in the courage of pas-
sengers who rushed terrorists to save 
others on the ground, passengers like 
an exceptional man named Todd 
Beamer. Would you please help me wel-
come his wife, Lisa Beamer, here to-
night. 

We have seen the state of our Union 
in the endurance of rescuers working 
past exhaustion. We have seen the 
unfurling of flags, the lighting of can-
dles, the giving of blood, the saying of 
prayers, in English, Hebrew and Ara-
bic. We have seen the decency of a lov-
ing and giving people who have made 
the grief of strangers their own. 

My fellow citizens, for the last 9 
days, the entire world has seen for 
itself the state of our Union, and it is 
strong. 

Tonight we are a country awakened 
to danger and called to defend freedom. 
Our grief has turned to anger, and 
anger to resolution. Whether we bring 
our enemies to justice or bring justice 
to our enemies, justice will be done. 

I thank the Congress for its leader-
ship at such an important time. All of 
America was touched on the evening of 
the tragedy to see Republicans and 
Democrats joined together on the steps 
of this Capitol singing ‘‘God Bless 
America.’’ And you did more than sing, 
you acted, by delivering $40 billion to 
rebuild our communities and meet the 
needs of our military. 

Speaker HASTERT, Minority Leader 
GEPHARDT, Majority Leader DASCHLE 
and Senator LOTT, I thank you for your 
friendship, for your leadership, and for 
your service to our country. 

And on behalf of the American peo-
ple, I thank the world for its out-
pouring of support. America will never 

forget the sounds of our national an-
them playing at Buckingham Palace, 
on the streets of Paris, and at Berlin’s 
Brandenberg Gate. We will not forget 
South Korean children gathering to 
pray outside our embassy in Seoul, or 
the prayers of sympathy offered at a 
mosque in Cairo. We will not forget 
moments of silence and days of mourn-
ing in Australia and Africa and Latin 
America. 

Nor will we forget the citizens of 80 
other nations who died with our own: 
dozens of Pakistanis, more than 130 
Israelis, more than 250 citizens of 
India, men and women from El Sal-
vador, Iran, Mexico and Japan, and 
hundreds of British citizens. America 
has no truer friend than Great Britain. 
Once again we are joined together in a 
great cause. We are so honored the 
British Prime Minister has crossed an 
ocean to show his unity with America. 
Thank you for coming, friend. 

On September the 11th, enemies of 
freedom committed an act of war 
against our country. Americans have 
known wars, but for the past 136 years 
they have been wars on foreign soil, ex-
cept for one Sunday in 1941. Americans 
have known the casualties of war, but 
not at the center of a great city on a 
peaceful morning. Americans have 
known surprise attacks, but never be-
fore on thousands of civilians. All of 
this was brought upon us in a single 
day, and night fell on a different world, 
a world where freedom itself is under 
attack. 

Americans have many questions to-
night. Americans are asking who at-
tacked our country? The evidence we 
have gathered all points to a collection 
of loosely affiliated terrorist organiza-
tions known as al-Qaida. They are the 
same murderers indicted for bombing 
American embassies in Tanzania and 
Kenya, and responsible for bombing the 
U.S.S. Cole. Al-Qaida is to terror what 
the Mafia is to crime. But its goal is 
not making money. Its goal is remak-
ing the world and imposing its radical 
beliefs on people everywhere. 

The terrorists practice a fringe form 
of Islamic extremism that has been re-
jected by Muslim scholars and the vast 
majority of Muslim clerics, a fringe 
movement that perverts the peaceful 
teaching that is Islam. The terrorists 
directive commands them to kill Chris-
tians and Jews, to kill all Americans, 
and make no distinctions among mili-
tary and civilians, including women 
and children. 

This group and its leader, a person 
named Osama bin Ladin, are linked to 
many other organizations in different 
countries, including the Egyptian Is-
lamic Jihad and the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan. There are thousands of 
these terrorists in more than 60 coun-
tries. They are recruited from their 
own nations and neighborhoods and 
brought to camps in places like Af-
ghanistan where they are trained in 
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