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and financial history, his international 
terror network, as well as his hatred 
for America, were all systematically 
dissected by Federal prosecutors. 

Given these revelations, it was clear, 
or it should have been clear, that our 
Nation and our citizens were in grave 
danger. I do not understand how intel-
ligence services have the ability to 
penetrate, analyze and publicly dis-
tribute records of bin Laden’s alleged 
cellular phone traffic in the hours im-
mediately after the bombings. From 
these conversations, we learned of bin 
Laden’s alleged celebrations with sup-
porters. But in stark contrast, over the 
same period of months, they were not 
able to intercept bin Laden’s planning 
or preparations for the attacks. 

I am also deeply concerned that re-
cent reports in the press of specific, 
credible and quite extraordinary warn-
ings of terrorist attacks on our citi-
zens, which were ignored by our gov-
ernment, and some of these warnings 
directly referred to the use of hijacked 
aircraft attacking the World Trade 
Center. 

For example, the L.A. Times reported 
on September 20, 2001, that Mossad, the 
Israeli intelligence service, had warned 
the FBI and the CIA that a major ter-
rorist force of some 200 individuals 
were entering the U.S. 

The Advertiser Newspaper from the 
Murdoch Group reported on Monday, 
September 17, that a man in the Cay-
man Islands wrote to U.S. authorities 
on August 29 and warned them that he 
had overheard three Afghan men in a 
bar talking about impending attacks 
on the United States. The CIA is said 
to have followed up on the attack, but 
apparently did not take it any further. 

Then it is also reported that a week 
later, an Iranian in Hamburg, Ger-
many, contacted police and warned 
them of an impending terrorist attack 
against the United States using hi-
jacked planes. 

Tragically, I am forced to say, this 
does not appear to be the first time our 
intelligence services have been caught 
flatfooted. Earlier this year, Jamal 
Ahmed al-Fadl, a former aid to Osama 
bin Laden, while testifying in New 
York against the four men accused of 
the U.S. embassy bombings in Africa, 
said that he told U.S. officials that bin 
Laden’s group was trying to make a 
war on the United States. Similarly, 
Prudence Bushnell, the U.S. Ambas-
sador in Nairobi, warned the State De-
partment of the poor security of her 
embassy in Nairobi. Regrettably, these 
warnings appear to have been ignored. 
Not surprisingly, our government now 
finds itself subject to civil actions by 
survivors and family representatives of 
those killed in the U.S. embassy bomb-
ings in Africa. 

Count up the combined assets of our 
Nation’s law enforcement, military in-
telligence agencies charged with fight-
ing terrorism over the last 10 to 15 

years, and we have budgets worth bil-
lions and billions and billions of dol-
lars, space-age technology that most 
countries would just dream of having; 
and despite all of these resources, we 
sustained thee terrible attacks upon 
our military, our cities, our warships, 
our embassies. 

In my view, the problem is not one of 
resources, but of a failure of implemen-
tation on a scale that should shame us. 
But what frustrates me most is that no 
one in a position of leadership in our 
Nation has yet to seriously ask why 
our Nation has been attacked in this 
way. Why have our cities, our embas-
sies and our military forces been sys-
tematically targeted by terrorist orga-
nizations? Why is it that our Nation 
and its people are being attacked in 
these ways? Our politicians and polit-
ical observers have, for years, been 
willing to analyze and discuss about 
the IRA in England, the Shining Path 
in Peru, the Red Brigade in Italy; but 
now that it has come home, all of a 
sudden, we failed to analyze and ask 
the question, why did it happen. 

Secretary of State Colin Powell is ab-
solutely right. We must give diplomacy 
a chance. We must honestly ask our-
selves, what is the root cause of this 
war being waged on our people and our 
country? I suspect that we will need to 
look at altering some of our foreign 
policy positions. Unless we do this, I 
fear that a military campaign, unsup-
ported by sound foreign policy strate-
gies, will only cause immeasurable ci-
vilian suffering throughout the world 
and may well actually lead to more 
terrifying attacks upon our cities and 
our citizens. 

I would ask our President to sidestep 
those Rambos in the Pentagon who are 
talking about using nuclear weapons. 
Now is not the time for us to be talk-
ing about using nuclear weapons. We 
need to free our Secretary of State to 
do his job, and I know he can do it. 

Finally, I pray that common sense 
and reason will prevail. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request 
of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on account 
of a family emergency. 

Mr. BEREUTER (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today after 3:00 p.m. on ac-
count of official business. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi) to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material: 

Mr. BONIOR, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Ms. MCKINNEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. PAUL) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material: 

Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 

September 24 and 25. 
The following Member (at his own re-

quest) to revise and extend his remarks 
and include extraneous material: 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on September 14, 2001, he 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills. 

H.R. 2133. To establish a commission for 
the purpose of encouraging and providing for 
the commemoration of the 50th anniversary 
of the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. 
Board of Education. 

H.R. 2882. To provide for the expedited pay-
ment of certain benefits for a public safety 
officer who was killed or suffered a cata-
strophic injury as a direct and proximate re-
sult of a personal injury sustained in the line 
of duty in connection with the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001. 

H.R. 2888. Making emergency supplemental 
appropriations for fiscal year 2001 for addi-
tional disaster assistance, for anti-terrorism 
initiatives, and for assistance in the recov-
ery from the tragedy that occurred on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 56 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Sep-
tember 24, 2001, at 12:30 p.m., for morn-
ing hour debates. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3752. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition and Technology, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a report entitled, ‘‘De-
partment of Defense Chemical and Biological 
Defense Program Annual Report To Congress 
and Performance Plan, July 2001’’; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

3753. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Management and Budget, Executive Office of 
the President, transmitting office of Man-
agement and Budget Cost Estimate For Pay- 
As-You-Go Calculations; to the Committee 
on the Budget. 
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