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The nomination was confirmed.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.

Mr. REID. I move to lay that motion
on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2002

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1438, which
the clerk will report by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1438) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2002 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. As I announced for the
majority leader this morning, he has
every intent of finishing this bill by to-
morrow. This is one of the most impor-
tant pieces of legislation we have dealt
with all year. People who have amend-
ments should offer those amendments.
I have spoken to the two managers. We
are in the process of getting ready to
offer a unanimous consent agreement
that we would have a finite list of
amendments by 4 o’clock today. Every-
one who wants to offer an amendment
must notify their respective manager
or aide by 4 o’clock today. I hope we
can propound that unanimous consent
agreement within the next few minutes
so we will know the status of all the
amendments.

The managers have indicated if we
have no amendments, they will move
to third reading.

Mr. LEVIN. Could we tell the Sen-
ators who have amendments they wish
to offer, if they could notify our respec-
tive Cloakrooms, it would facilitate
things. We are not ready yet to offer a
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unanimous consent agreement, but we
will propound that agreement in the
next few minutes to set a time for
those who want to offer amendments.
Is that agreeable?

Mr. WARNER. We are endeavoring to
do that on our side. A number of Sen-
ators have just returned to Wash-
ington. They need just a bit of time to
assess this situation. I know there is a
strong spirit of cooperation on this side
to move forward with the bill and com-
plete it by Wednesday afternoon early.
In order to do that, we have to have
this type of working document from
which to chart our course, night and
day, between now and Wednesday after-
noon, and recognize that we have to set
aside time for the CR when it comes.

Mr. LEVIN. I wonder if it is agree-
able with my friend from Virginia we
seek to complete action on this bill by
tomorrow night, rather than Wednes-
day. That is the goal. I take it the Sen-
ator would agree with that goal?

Mr. WARNER. I agree.

Mr. DOMENICI. I say to the distin-
guished chairman, I understand there
is an amendment that the Senator
from Kentucky will offer.

Mr. LEVIN. Senator JACK REED has
been waiting to make an opening state-
ment.

Mr. DOMENICI. Of course. And I ask
it be in order that after the first
amendment offered by the Senator
from Kentucky, I offer an amendment
on behalf of Senator BINGAMAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, we have
to clear that. I wonder if we could
withhold that for a moment.

Mr. DOMENICI. Sure.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, it is
hard to hear. I would like to know
what kind of agreement we are coming
to concerning amendments.

Mr. WARNER. I do not think we have
reached any agreement. We have just
come to the floor for the purpose of
starting consideration of the bill. I
defer to my chairman. As I understand,
we have colleagues waiting to move
ahead. I am prepared to try to do what
we can, subject to his concurrence.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, if we
could recognize Senator REED, who is
waiting to make an opening statement,
and while he is giving that statement,
we will try to line up the order of
amendments. Is that agreeable?

Mr. WARNER. Yes.

Mr. SESSIONS. I would like to have
a chance for opening comments, per-
haps 10 minutes for that, whenever it is
appropriate.

Mr. LEVIN. I ask that the Chair rec-
ognize Senator REED, then Senator
SESSIONS, and at that point, after open-
ing statements, we hope to have at
least one or two amendments lined up
in terms of order of recognition.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the request of the Senator
from Michigan regarding the order of
speakers?
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Without objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I thank the
Senators from Michigan and Virginia
not only for their gracious offer of the
opportunity to speak this afternoon
but also for their work as chairman
and ranking member of this com-
mittee. I thank Chairman LEVIN and
Senator WARNER for their leadership.

I rise this afternoon in support of
this authorization bill for the Depart-
ment of Defense for the year 2002. It
comes at a critical time in history
where we have to prepare for a series of
threats, both anticipated before Sep-
tember 11 and now understood very
well after September 11.

I also speak specifically with respect
to my responsibility as chairman of the
Strategic Subcommittee of the Armed
Services Committee. In that regard, I
first thank and commend Senator
WAYNE ALLARD of Colorado, the rank-
ing member. Senator ALLARD did a tre-
mendous amount of work, and his per-
severance, diligence, his good humor,
and his cooperation were essential to
the legislation we are contemplating
and considering today. He has truly
done a remarkable job. It was a dis-
tinct pleasure and honor working with
him. I thank him for his activities.

The jurisdiction of the Strategic Sub-
committee has a very wide swath, in-
cluding space and space systems, stra-
tegic programs, intelligence, recon-
naissance and surveillance programs,
ballistic missile defense programs, and
Defense-funded programs at the De-
partment of Energy.

The Strategic Subcommittee held
hearings on all of the matters of juris-
diction, including reports of the Space
Commission and the National Recon-
naissance Organization Commission.
We had extensive hearings, particu-
larly on the ballistic missile defense
organization. We had at one point a 5-
hour hearing on their plans and pro-
grams for this year. We also had a very
useful and instructive hearing on the
status of our long-range bomber force.
Even though we had a compressed
timeframe to consider these issues be-
cause of the late submission of the
budget, the Strategic Subcommittee
conducted extensive hearings.

The result is the legislation we have
before the Senate, a product of these
hearings, and of hard work, particu-
larly by the staff. I commend and com-
pliment the staff for their intense ef-
fort and their thorough analysis of the
requests made to the committee.

Based upon these hearings and this
extensive analysis, we were able to in-
crease, in many critical areas, author-
ization for programs. In providing addi-
tional funds for these programs, we
were guided by the recommendations of
the military services themselves. We
were very attentive to the unfunded re-
quests outlined and identified by the
Departments of the Air Force, Army,
Navy, and Marine Corps, their so-called
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