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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Tuesday, September 25, 2001 
The House met at 9 a.m. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of January 3, 2001, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning hour 
debates. The Chair will alternate rec-
ognition between the parties, with each 
party limited to not to exceed 25 min-
utes, and each Member, except the ma-
jority leader, the minority leader or 
the minority whip limited to not to ex-
ceed 5 minutes, but in no event shall 
debate extend beyond 9:50 a.m. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) for 5 minutes. 
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U.S. POLICY IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST INTERNATIONAL TER-
RORISM ORIGINATING IN SOUTH 
ASIA 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, a 
regional approach to the war on ter-
rorism is critical to success. 

The U.S. national security team 
must fully understand the dynamics 
between actors, as well as the strategic 
considerations which are guiding the 
responses to U.S. requests in this bat-
tle of good versus evil. 

In developing our policy toward 
Pakistan, for example, some have ar-
gued that it is imperative that we ad-
dress the long-standing relationship be-
tween the ISI and the Taliban and be-
tween the ISI and Osama bin Laden. 
We must not ignore facts such as the 
ISI’s past warnings to bin Laden about 
U.S. military action. 

There are reports that on August 20, 
1998, when the United States launched 
cruise missile strikes on bin Laden ter-
rorist training camps in southeastern 
Afghanistan, it was the head of Paki-
stan’s ISI at the time who contacted 
bin Laden to warn him about U.S. sur-
veillance and attempts to track down 
his whereabouts. He also cautioned bin 
Laden to relocate immediately because 
U.S. strikes were imminent. 

We must also address the power rela-
tions within the Pakistani government 
to accurately assess the General’s abil-
ity to contain challenges from the ISI. 
These and other factors have a direct 
bearing on U.S. short-term capabilities 
and long-term response to terrorism 
originating in this region. 

In looking at Afghanistan, we must 
be careful not to follow a microcosmic 
view of the problem. While an imme-
diate, comprehensive and multi-tiered 

military and political response to the 
September 11 terrorist attacks is nec-
essary, the U.S. must also prepare a 
strategy which takes into consider-
ation the myriad of factors contrib-
uting to the proliferation of terrorist 
activities in Afghanistan. 

For one, we must look at the nature 
of the regime. This is not a reference to 
the process offered by the administra-
tion to evaluate intelligence sources. 
However, when formulating and imple-
menting U.S. foreign policy toward a 
state, the nature and behavior of the 
regimes or governments which rule 
these countries is a critical variable to 
be considered. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
International Operations and Human 
Rights, I bear witness on a regular 
basis to the carnage that some regimes 
undertake against their own people and 
how this abhorrent behavior manifests 
itself in their views and approach to 
global relations. 

As the President stated during his 
address to the Congress last week, a re-
gime such as the Taliban which tor-
tures its own people and shows no re-
gard for human life can never be trust-
ed. 

A regime such as the Taliban can 
never understand or appreciate the 
magnitude of the loss suffered by our 
country 2 weeks ago. 

Secretary of State Powell stated, 
when he was chairman to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, that our military objec-
tive must also have a political objec-
tive. This political objective in Afghan-
istan and elsewhere in south Asia 
should be to support and promote plu-
ralistic representative systems guided 
by respect for human rights, civil lib-
erties and religious freedoms; govern-
ments who would not promote and fos-
ter terrorism. Only then can we hope 
to achieve our long-term goal of eradi-
cating the world of the cancer of ter-
rorism. 

As many have stated in the after-
math of the brutal attacks of Sep-
tember 11, democracy is the best anti-
dote for Islamic militancy and radi-
calism. In studying the nature of the 
leadership which rules these countries 
and these regions, we must also dif-
ferentiate between those who oppress 
and those who are guided by demo-
cratic tenets. 

The U.S. must, as the Financial 
Times stated on September 17, be care-
ful not to align itself too closely with 
authoritarian regimes that have dread-
ful records of suppressing minority 
groups. This view was echoed in a 
Washington Post editorial of Sep-
tember 24 that warned against forming 

tactical bonds with central Asian re-
publics. It stated that in forming such 
bonds, America must not forget what it 
is fighting for as well as what it is 
fighting against. 

Further, cooperation with the U.S. 
should not require inducements. Sup-
port for the U.S. and the war against 
terrorism should come from an under-
standing of the abhorrent nature of 
terrorist methods and tactics, not from 
a quid pro quo. 

As President Bush has underscored, 
you are either with us or you are with 
the terrorists. 

Ultimately, having learned the les-
sons of the Cold War, the U.S. must 
embark on this battle from a position 
of overwhelming strength if we are to 
be victorious. 

I fully support the President and his 
advisors in this difficult journey and I 
wish them Godspeed. 
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MONETARY ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
AIRLINES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOHNSON of Illinois). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 3, 
2001, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 2 
weeks ago, you were in the Chair and I 
had taken to the floor for this session. 
As we have seen the impacts of Sep-
tember 11 continue to unfold, it does, 
as you and I have remarked, seem like 
a lifetime ago. Yet, in these times of 
emergency, the American public de-
serves our very best efforts. They de-
serve to have Congress look after the 
interests of all our citizens, America’s 
workers as well as its businesses, in a 
careful, cost-effective manner. 

In our rush to meet the growing de-
mands created by the devastation in 
New York, Washington, D.C., and Penn-
sylvania, Congress would do well to fol-
low Mr. Greenspan’s cautious advice, 
that it is more important to be right 
than to be quick. 

Last week, Congress approved $15 bil-
lion in Federal support for airline car-
riers. While no one doubts that the 
aviation industry has had enormous 
impacts on our communities, on Amer-
ican business and on our people’s daily 
lives, our rush to provide relief created 
what I feel is a dangerous precedent. 

Within a week of receiving airlines’ 
demands for help, Congress passed and 
the President signed a $15 billion pack-
age that appears to go well beyond the 
amount needed to provide the stabiliza-
tion required for this vital part of the 
economy. 
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