September 25, 2001

Pushed aside for later consideration
were many of the more difficult ques-
tions, providing assistance to over
100,000 airline employees laid off since
the attacks, questioning what role the
Federal Government should play to en-
sure greater airport security, or ad-
dressing the numerous collateral vic-
tims across the country directly re-
lated to air transport who have also
been attacked and damaged, even
though they live far away from ground
Zero.

These ripple effects need to be heard
and addressed. The question is not
merely whether the industry got too
much money. When huge sums of tax-
payer dollars are involved, we need to
establish clearly what will be the value
that the public receives in return. Is it
going to receive an equity interest in
return for an extraordinary invest-
ment? Or perhaps we could have pur-
chased the noisy, polluting, inefficient
airplanes and retired them from serv-
ice.

It seems, Mr. Speaker, that in the up-
coming weeks and months, we know
Congress will be asked to provide as-
sistance to other interests and indus-
tries and clearly to help bolster our
troubled economy. We would do well to
seize this as an opportunity to be
thoughtful in our approach and to cap-
italize on this renewed bipartisan spirit
on Capitol Hill to craft legislation that
addresses the complexity of the prob-
lems that adds real value and makes
sufficient use of tax dollars.

This is not the time to throw money
at problems without a sense of the
trade-offs, without failing to include
all impacted individuals and businesses
or weakening labor, environmental or
fiscal protections.

Above all, it is not a time to use the
sense of crisis to push through ques-
tionable legislation, whatever the mo-
tivation. The American public deserves
our best at the time of crisis, and we in
Congress would do well to heed the
open letter from taxpayers for common
sense that calls for these very best ef-
forts for our taxpayers, our citizens to
make sure that we are equal to the
challenge.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF CESAR
ESTRADA CHAVEZ STUDY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SoOLIS) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, in the wake
of the most horrific attack in the
United States history, we have seen
many modern American heroes among
us.

Today’s heroes are firefighters, po-
lice officers, chaplains, paramedics,
steelworkers and those who have
fought to prevent further destruction,
and the families of the victims who dis-
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play the strength of going on and liv-
ing.

Their heroism is in the spirit of those
who have gone before them such as
Martin Luther King, Junior, John F.
Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, and
Cesar Chavez, former founding presi-
dent of the United Farm Workers.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I proudly intro-
duce this bill that will honor one of our
past heroes, Cesar Estrada Chavez,
founder of the United Farm Workers
and passionate champion of human and
civil rights. These values and beliefs
and dedication to all working men and
women, regardless of socioeconomic
background, make him truly an Amer-
ican hero.

This bill will highlight his contribu-
tions by studying the ways to honor
him within the National Park Service.
It is a first step in honoring his tre-

mendous accomplishments and the
local communities where he placed his
footprints.

Cesar Chavez was a humble man. Lit-
tle did anyone know of the greatness
he would bestow upon future genera-
tions. In his early childhood, Cesar was
raised as a farm worker in Yuma, Ari-
zona. Raised during the Great Depres-
sion, his family lost everything and
were forced to join thousands of farm
workers that wandered the southwest
just to find work.

During his youth, the Chavez family
migrated throughout the southwest
working on various farms that fed our
country. The young Cesar Chavez expe-
rienced firsthand the hardships and in-
justices of thousands of farm workers
at that time. His home was barely liv-
able and his school hardly fit to be
called a schoolhouse.

Unfair labor practices, harassment,
abuse, long hours, low pay, hazardous
working conditions and limited edu-
cational opportunities kept many farm
workers from being self-sufficient and
empowered citizens. Witnessing and ex-
periencing this type of lifestyle, Cesar
Chavez sought to make changes in the
way farm workers were treated
throughout the country.

He united many others who suffered
similar atrocities with those who
empathized with the struggle and be-
came a part of the union movement,
and back in 1952, he left the fields and
joined the Community Service Organi-
zation. There he conducted voter reg-
istration drives and campaigns against
racial and economic discrimination.

In 1962, he took that vast experience,
his compassion, along with his brothers
and sisters and developed a multiethnic
struggle and started the National Farm
Workers Association, which today is
known as the United Farm Workers of
America.

The UFW, as it is known, succeeded
in organizing the oppressed. They over-
came this opposition through boycotts
and pickets, and when all else failed,
Cesar Chavez almost died by partici-
pating in a hunger strike.
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Chavez was a student of Mahatma
Gandhi’s nonviolent philosophies. He
knew that he could not unite people
through violent means but he could
connect them by joining hands in
peaceful demonstrations.

Since its inception the UFW has
achieved incredible results throughout
the country. Fair wages, better health
care coverage, pension benefits, hous-
ing, pesticide regulations and countless
other rights and privileges that protect
all farm workers in the fields of the
United States.

In the past, we have honored other
heroes like Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and the civil rights movement, through
the national parks and land. The life of
Cesar Chavez and his family provides
an outstanding opportunity to inter-
pret the history of agricultural labor in
the United States through honoring
him through this particular National
Park Service.

Most importantly, this bill that I in-
troduced today provides an excellent
opportunity for us to honor a true
American hero.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 10 a.m.
today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 18 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m. today.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SWEENEY) at 10 a.m.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Walter L. Solomon,
Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church
of North Pratt, Birmingham, Alabama,
offered the following prayer:

Our Father, whose presence brings
joy to every condition, and whose favor
brings strength to every endeavor in
life, we thank You for the blessings of
this day. Thank You for life and for
freedom. God, we acknowledge You as
the ruler of our Nation.

Father, bless these representatives
that You have given the task of leading
this Nation in times like these. Father,
lead them to do Your will. Allow them
to uphold the traditions that have
made our Nation great. We pray that
they will be led with vision, integrity,
structure, and accountability.

Father, bless those of this Nation
who are hurting, those who are weak,
those who are weary. Bless our Presi-
dent and his cabinet with wisdom, that
together they may lead our Nation dur-
ing this period of restoration.

Bless our Nation with favor, that we
might do great things in Your name.
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