18118

viability of air travel, this legislation will also
assist other businesses reliant on the airline
industry such as aircraft manufacturers, travel
agents, rental car agencies, hotels, and other
travel- and tourism-related companies—all of
whom have been adversely affected by the re-
cent slowdown in air travel. Coupled with sig-
nificant improvements in airline and airport
safety, which | urge Congress to address in
the immediate future, H.R. 2926 will stabilize
and restore confidence in air travel.

However, | am quite dismayed that this leg-
islation contains no provisions to help the
100,000 workers in the airline and airline-re-
lated sectors who have lost their jobs in the
aftermath of September 11. If we truly hope to
boost our nation’s economy, we must ensure
that these men and women receive unemploy-
ment benefits, as well as the educational and
retraining assistance needed to minimize the
transition time between jobs. Additionally,
Congress must enact legislation to provide
these families federally-subsidized COBRA
health insurance during this difficult time.

Finally, it is critical that we move quickly to
adopt a legislative response to the need for
enhanced security in our airports and on our
aircraft. The federal government must play a
major role ensuring the safety of our travel,
and we must act soon. | understand that the
House leadership intends to address these
concerns in the near future, and, in the spirit
of bipartisanship, | stand ready to work with
them in these efforts.

—_—

TRIBUTE TO PEREZ BROTHERS,
INC.

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 26, 2001

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take this occasion to congratulate one
of Guam’s premier construction companies,
Perez Brothers, Inc., on their Golden Anniver-
sary marking 50 years of service to the people
of Guam.

Tracing its origins from a retail outlet of resi-
dential electrical products operating out of a
modest quonset hut in the capital city of
Hagatha in 1951, Perez Brothers, Inc. has
grown to be a great contributor in the develop-
ment of the island of Guam. The company’s
founder, the late Frank D. Perez, Sr., founded
the Guam Economic Development Authority
(GEDA) and introduced Federal Housing Au-
thority (FHA) residential financing to Guam.

The destruction brought about by World War
Il opened a window of opportunity for the com-
pany to grow and serve the needs of the is-
land. The establishment of a concrete block
plant in 1952 led to Guam'’s first private hous-
ing development, Perezville, in 1954. Soon
Perez Brothers would rebuild the damaged ca-
thedral in Hagatha. Completed in 1958, the
Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral remains
one of Guam’s most prominent buildings.

The company continued to grow in the
1960’s. The concrete, block and crusher
plants established in 1959 were augmented by
a new two-story hardware store in 1962 and
another block plant in 1969. By the 1970’s, the
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company had acquired a modern and fully
equipped asphalt plant that enabled Perez
Brothers to take part in a number of significant
road paving projects on the island.

Several setbacks in the mid-1970’s and the
early 1980’s forced the company to downsize.
However, the last ten years have been
marked by an increased share in the construc-
tion market. Recently, the company has par-
ticipated in a number of projects including the
construction of high-rise structures and con-
crete “outfall” for underwater pipes. This is in
addition to road paving and residential con-
struction.

Fifty years after Frank Perez, Sr., brought
together a conglomerate comprising of a hard-
ware store, a concrete block plant, and a con-
struction company, a new generation has
been tasked to carry on his legacy. Thomas
“Tom” Perez serves as the company’s Presi-
dent. Margarita “Marge” Perez is it's Cor-
porate affairs vice-president while Gregory
“Greg” Perez serves as Personnel and admin-
istration vice-president and John Perez is the
company’s Comptroller.

For the past fifty years, Perez Brothers had
been at the forefront of Guam’s construction
industry. | offer them my sincerest congratula-
tions on their landmark anniversary. | wish
them the best in the years to come.

—

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 25, 2001

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2586) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2002 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2002, and for other purposes:

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Chairman, | rise in support of the Stump/Skel-
ton amendment to H.R. 2586, the National De-
fense Authorization Act. The transfer of $400
million from missile defense to intelligence and
anti-terrorism initiatives is just the beginning of
what actions Congress should take to defend
our nation against future threats of terrorism.
In light of the September 11, 2001 attacks on
America, it is evident that our nation must re-
evaluate its priorities to address a list of a
broader range of threats to our national secu-
rity. Developing and implementing premature
technology to defend this nation from a foreign
missile attack is not at the top of that list. In-
stead, we need to start focusing our attention
on the threat of and preparation for chemical
or biological warfare. It would not only be fis-
cally irresponsible to appropriate the full
amount, of some $8 billion plus dollars origi-
nally requested by the committee for this sole
purpose, but it would also be detrimental to
our country’s role in the international commu-
nity and open the United States to even more
threats.

Limited Ballistic Missile Defense is an ambi-
tious program that will require the commitment
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of enormous resources in order for it to be
even remotely successful. This ill-conceived
initiative, from all projected estimates, will cost
this nation $60 to $120 billion over the next 20
years, and there is no guarantee that we will
be able to intercept an incoming missile. Be-
fore any defense system implementation takes
place, much more research needs to be done
to develop a total or layered missile defense
system that can intercept a missile in all
phases of flight. The Bush administration has
been adamant in its willingness to go forward,
even if unilaterally, with implementation of a
limited missile defense system, but | ask:
“Why risk violating the 1974 Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty and triggering a new arms race to
implement a system that is not even failsafe?”
An arms race this time around would not only
include the traditional player, of Russia, but
also China and North Korea. After years of
brokering disarmament and nuclear reduction
treaties, like SALT and START, we would
once again start to witness the dramatic pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction, in-
cluding chemical and biological weapons. This
proliferation would make it much easier for
rogue nations or terrorist organizations want-
ing to do harm to the United States to get their
hands on weapons to commit acts of terrorism
and instill fear into American citizens.

—_—

POPOY ZAMORA’S RETIREMENT AS
HOST OF BUHAY PINOY

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 26, 2001

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to commend and congratulate Popoy
Zamora, a distinguished community leader, for
his achievements and his well-earned retire-
ment as host of the Guam television program,
Buhay Pinoy.

Our geographic location on Guam makes us
a true melting pot. Within our small island, the
many variations of eastern and western
thought and cultures meet and coexist in a
state of cooperation and harmony. It is, how-
ever, the diversity and interesting aspects of
these particular cultures that has made Guam
the special place that it is today. Achieving
unity while focusing upon diversity is no sim-
ple task. Community leaders like Popoy
Zamora greatly contribute in making this pos-
sible.

For the past twenty-seven years, Popoy
worked hard to produce a weekly television
program which highlights the interests and ac-
tivities of the Filipino community on Guam. In
a market where it is mostly difficult to locally
sustain a cultural and ethnic program, Popoy
had great success in keeping the pulse of his
viewers. To keep his show interesting, Popoy
brought in guests from the local community as
well as personalities and politicians from the
Philippines. Through his show, he was able to
promote Filipino culture, increase the involve-
ment in community activities of Filipinos on
Guam and remind us all of the strong friend-
ship and close relations between the United
States and the Philippines. His eagerness and
perseverance made all this possible.
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