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Authority. While in this position, he initiated 
operations for the fifty-unit Larose Gardens 
Apartments in Glens Falls. Upon receiving the 
highest score on the New York State Civil 
Service exam for Projects Manager in 1972, 
Mr. DelSignore was appointed as the first 
Projects Manager of the Glens Halls Housing 
Authority. He oversaw the first high rise build-
ing providing eighty affordable apartments for 
senior citizens. 

The National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials certified Mr. 
DelSignore as a Public Housing Manager in 
1974. Again, he turned around to dedicate his 
efforts to the needs of the elderly by con-
structing a second senior citizen complex. The 
Robert J. Cronin High Rise, which is often re-
ferred to as the most beautiful property in 
Glens Falls, provided 100 additional apart-
ments for senior citizens. 

On April 25, 1988, Governor Mario Cuomo 
awarded Mr. DelSignore one of four Distin-
guished Housing Service Awards. Following 
on his success, he started an income rental 
subsidy program for low-income families, re-
sulting in over 600 assisted rental units 
throughout the Glens Falls area. Under the 
leadership of Mr. DelSignore, the Glens Falls 
Housing Authority has been highly praised as 
a ‘‘HUD High Performer,’’ a level only obtained 
by a small percentage of all housing authori-
ties nationwide. 

Mr. Speaker, please help me congratulate 
the recipient of the Hudson Falls Italian-Amer-
ican Civic Club’s First Annual Recognition 
Award, Agustus M. DelSignore. He has ac-
complished exceptional feats in the areas of 
housing and development in his community. In 
Agustus DelSignore, we have found a dedi-
cated and compassionate member of the 
North Country community.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and congratulate the stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni of Holy Cross 
School in Trenton, New Jersey on the school’s 
100th anniversary. 

In 1901, the Reverend Francis Czernecki 
and the Felician Sisters founded the school to 
educate students in a family-oriented atmos-
phere while instilling the rich tradition of Ca-
tholicism into the cultural and intellectual life of 
every pupil. Today, 100 years later, Holy 
Cross School is leading 280 students into this 
millennium with a Catholic value-centered edu-
cation, and supported by a strong community 
of faith. 

The current generation of lay teachers fol-
low in the footsteps of Felician Sisters who 
came to Trenton in 1901. The religious teach-
ing community, known as the Sisters of Saint 
Felix of Cantalice, was founded in Warsaw, 
Poland in 1855. Many Sisters from the com-
munity taught at Holy Cross up until 12 years 
ago, when the remaining Felician Sisters re-

tired. Nevertheless, the values, dedication, 
and vision that these Felician Sisters started 
so many years ago continues to flourish at 
Holy Cross School today. 

Mr. Speaker, in the South Ward of Trenton, 
New Jersey, many people count three prior-
ities in their community: family, friends, and 
the Holy Cross School. I would like to thank 
the school and the surrounding community for 
their hard work and dedication to providing an 
outstanding educational institution filled with 
tradition and faith that serves the people of 
Trenton, New Jersey.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the heroic efforts of New York City 
Firefighter Dana Hannon, who died valiantly 
trying to save lives during the September 11 
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. In 
times of such tragedy, we often look to others 
for support, for inspiration, and even for the 
right words. Today, as we search for an un-
derstanding of September 11, I borrow the 
words of Sir Winston Churchill and think of 
New York Firefighter Dana Hannon with these 
words. Churchill once said,

Vast and fearsome as the human scene has 

become, personal contact of the right people, 

in the right places, at the right time, may 

yet have a potent and valuable part to play 

in the cause of peace which is in our hearts.

As forces of terror tried to extinguish the 
light of our nation on September 11, the he-
roes in our midst shined brighter than ever. 
For some, we know what heroic endeavors 
were undertaken as we hear stories from cell 
phones, emails, and survivors. And then there 
are those whose story was not told, yet we 
know—because of the people they were—it 
was a selfless courageous story. We know 
this because these men and women were he-
roes before they even entered the World 
Trade Center Towers to begin their rescue 
missions. 

Dana Hannon was a hero to his parents, 
Tom and Gaye, in Wyckoff, New Jersey. Dana 
was a hero to his fiancee and his younger sis-
ter. Dana was a hero to the residents of 
Wyckoff, where he served for ten years as a 
firefighter. Dana was a hero to residents of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, where, as a fire-
fighter, he received a medal of valor for his 
service. Dana was a hero to the residents of 
New York City, where he reported to the call 
at the World Trade Center with his company, 
Engine Company 28. 

These heroes entered the buildings’ lobbies 
as people flooded out into the streets. These 
men and women ran up the stairs while in-
structing people to immediately get down 
those same stairs and outside. They ran to 
help the people in wheelchairs as others ran 
to safety. Heroes on that day, their efforts and 
effects will never be forgotten, especially by 
those who were saved. 

We may not know what scenes Dana faced 
so bravely in the smoke and panic that filled 
the World Trade Center towers. But, as his 
family and friends would testify, Dana was 
most likely one of the first to the building. Al-
ways one to act first and worry about his safe-
ty later, his loved ones can imagine the heroic 
acts Dana performed in the buildings that day. 
I am sure that for someone, he was the right 
person, in the right place, at the right time. 
Someday we may hear the story of the lives 
he saved or the comfort he provided. But for 
now, we can be proud, proud of the job he 
was doing, proud of the heroism he showed 
that day, and proud of the courage he had al-
ways shown. 

Some heroes were made on September 11. 
Others were heroes that just had the chance 
to shine even more brightly. And as family and 
friends of Dana wait for stories of him on that 
day, they will continue to share the stories of 
his everyday heroism and spirit. The forces of 
terror may have tried to destroy our peace, but 
they cannot destroy the peace in our own 
hearts as long as we have heroes such as 
Dana Hannon. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring New York City Firefighter Dana 
Hannon, Engine Company 28. The towns of 
Wyckoff and Bridgeport have recognized 
Dana’s heroism before. On behalf of our coun-
try, let us now recognize this man who served 
us in one of our most horrific hours. In the 
darkest times, it is the brave who shine the 
brightest. As we face the future, let us not let 
him, or his family, or his company, down.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Helen Kilian, a freshman at Knox Col-
lege in Galesburg, Illinois. I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Helen on re-
ceiving first place in the VSA arts’ 18th annual 
Playwright Discovery Award. This competition 
elicits nearly 150 entries from across the 
country, but only four receive top honors. Hel-
en’s script was one of those honored. 

Helen’s play addresses the pervasive issue 
of disability discrimination by telling the story 
of Frances, a young girl who takes on the 
challenges of high school and her own dis-
ability. Frances, who is afflicted with cerebral 
palsy, is offered an award for inspiring her 
classmates. This intriguing story, aptly entitled 
‘‘The Trouble with Being Inspiring’’, delves into 
the assumptions that we hold about people 
with and without disabilities and ourselves. 

A production of Helen’s play will be per-
formed at the prestigious Washington, DC, 
Kennedy Center. This is a tremendous accom-
plishment for any playwright, but this success 
is an even greater milestone for Helen. Not 
only is Helen, who is 18, at the beginning of 
her writing career, but Helen also faces her 
own challenges. Helen has cerebral palsy. 
Helen has met the challenges that accompany 
cerebral palsy and turned her experiences into 
a tool to help all of us reexamine how we view 
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disabilities. It is clear that Helen has no trou-
ble being inspiring. 

Helen’s single act dramatic work, ‘‘The 
Trouble with Being Inspiring’’, will be per-
formed at the Kennedy Center this Monday, 
October 1. I encourage everyone to attend the 
play and support Helen’s work. I know that my 
colleagues join me in wishing Helen continued 
success as she pursues her work as a play-
wright and continues her studies in creative 
writing and graphic design.
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to mark the passing of a dear friend and 
colleague of many members of this esteemed 
body. Mr. Fletcher E. Allen, Director of Gov-
ernment Affairs for BP Amoco Corporation, 
passed away in his home after a bout with 
cancer on Tuesday, September 25, 2001. 

Fletcher Allen was a wonderful man and a 
loyal servant of his community. His presence 
in our lives will be missed tremendously, for 
there is no doubt that Mr. Fletcher Allen was 
a great-spirited man; a man of passion, a man 
of loyalty, a man, above all, who cared about 
people. Moreover, he was a man who be-
lieved in simple values, and transformed them 
into deep-seated convictions; convictions he 
held tenaciously and for which he fought most 
vigorously. What a marvelous heritage he 
leaves for us to appreciate, emulate and nur-
ture; there can be no doubt that he fervently 
loved life, his family and friends. 

Although he will be missed, those of us he 
has left behind find the words of II Timothy 
4:6–8 to be a fitting epitaph for Fletcher Allen: 
‘‘For I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.’’

Mr. Speaker, Fletcher Allen’s life was filled 
with trailblazing accomplishments and 
achievements. Not only was he one of the first 
African American executives in the govern-

ment affairs office for a major oil company, but 
he began to achieve at an early age. He 
played all sports at his high school, and was 
named to the All State Football Team and 
nominated for the high school All-American 
Football Team. He then went on to earn a de-
gree in chemical engineering from Michigan 
State University at a time when African Ameri-
cans were still being discouraged from study-
ing the sciences, finally graduating with honors 
from DePaul University Law School. 

Mr. Speaker, the stellar matriculation of 
Fletcher Allen is only matched by his illus-
trious business career. Fletcher began his ca-
reer with Amoco at the staff level in 1970. Five 
years later he joined International Minerals 
and Chemical Corporation. He quickly ele-
vated to Director of Sales for the Industrial 
Chemical Division of the corporation. After re-
tooling the sales division to increase sales by 
15% and earnings of 10%, he then moved on 
to Velsicol Chemical Corporation, where as a 
Director he developed five new products in 
three new business areas. As a direct result of 
his actions Velsicol Chemical increased sales 
in his division $13.5 million. 

Mr. Speaker, Fletcher Allen not only con-
quered the science world with success, but he 
also demonstrated his intellectual flexibility 
and business savvy with a career change to 
banking. As a Vice President of Continental 
Bank, and then President of Allen Capital 
Group, Fletcher again proved that there are no 
boundaries for those with the will to succeed 
and achieve. 

By 1994 Fletcher Allen found himself back 
home at Amoco. The depth and breadth of his 
myriad of business experiences served him 
well during his second tenure with what we 
now know as BP/Amoco, finally culminating in 
his being named Director of Government Af-
fairs for this Fortune 500 company. In this ca-
pacity I knew Fletcher to be a cogent thinker, 
experienced policy-maker, and a good friend. 

Mr. Speaker, in John 14, Jesus promises 
that there will be a place for us in His eternal 
home, and that He will come again to escort 
us to our new ‘‘mansion.’’ Fletcher Allen has 
found his place there in Heaven already. 
Maybe it will help us to know in our moments 
of sadness, that someday we too will find our 
way there to our special eternal room, and re-
join Fletcher Allen for a glorious and happy re-
union in the presence of God. 

A wonderful and thriving family survives 
him, including his wife of 27 years, Linda. His 
son Fletcher and his daughter Alikii will re-

member a caring, compassionate, and giving 
father. His father, Robert Allen, Sr., and sib-
lings Robert, Richard, Bessie, and Elizabeth 
will also miss Fletcher’s smile, but it is my sin-
cere hope that they find solace in the fact his 
mother Irma is there with him in Heaven to 
take his hand in comfort. 

Mr. Speaker, the Beltway community lost a 
dear friend on Tuesday, and though we are 
sad, we know that his life was not in vain, for 
he will remembered by all as one of the good 
ones who come into this world to make it a 
better place.
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The House in Committee of the Whole 

House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill. (H.R. 2586) to author-

ize appropriations for fiscal year 2002 for 

military activities of the Department of De-

fense, to prescribe military personnel 

strengths for fiscal year 2002, and for other 

purposes:

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Chairman, I rise in 
support of the Sanchez amendment, and I 
thank my colleague from California for her 
leadership on this important issue. 

Even as we speak, servicewomen are leav-
ing the United States to take up their posts on 
ships and military bases around the world, 
prepared to join the battle against terrorism. 
They are joining the many servicewomen who 
are already stationed outside our country’s 
borders. 

Madam Chairman, this amendment would 
allow these brave servicewomen the same 
constitutional right enjoyed by women here at 
home—the right to choose. Every service-
woman should have the option to spend her 
own funds to safely, legally terminate a preg-
nancy at a U.S. military facility overseas. The 
President has called upon all Americans to 
stand up for our rights and freedoms. It is time 
to give military women who are abroad the 
same rights as women here at home. I urge 
my colleagues to vote for the Sanchez amend-
ment. 
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