18128

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

October 1, 2001

SENATE—Monday, October 1, 2001

The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. BYRD].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Generous, gracious God, as we begin
this work week, the Psalmist’s words
give wings to our gratitude: ‘‘Blessed
be the Lord, who daily loads us with
benefits, the God of our salvation.”
You lift the load of our concerns and
load us with Your benefits. You care
about what concerns us. The benefits
You provide are for the work You
guide. You never give us more to do
than You will help us accomplish. You
are for us and not against us. In re-
sponse, we open our minds to think
Your thoughts, our emotions to express
Your empathy, our wills to do Your
will, and our bodies to be rejuvenated
by Your energizing Spirit.

Bless the Senators with a positive at-
titude to the challenges of this day and
the week ahead. You love this Nation
and want to provide these leaders with
exactly what they will need to lead
with excellence. Guide them as they
discern what is Your best for our Na-
tion and courageously vote their con-
victions. Enable communication be-
tween the parties so that this will be a
week of progress. Thank You in ad-
vance for the benefits of Your love,
strength, discernment, and wisdom
You will pour into the minds and
hearts of the Senators. We press on
with expectancy. You are our Lord and
Saviour. Amen.

—_—

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—_—

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

—_—

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business not to extend beyond the hour
of 2 p.m., with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Nevada, Mr. REID.

————
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. As the Chair has an-
nounced, the morning business hour
will continue until 2 p.m. today. At 2
p.m., the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Defense authorization bill.

Mr. President, cloture was filed on
the DOD bill last week. All first-degree
amendments must be filed before 1 p.m.
today and all second-degree amend-
ments must be filed before 9:45 a.m.
Tuesday. I would advise Members and
staff if they have filed their amend-
ments already, there is no need to
refile them.

There will be no rollcall votes today.
The next rollcall vote will occur at 10
a.m. on Tuesday, on cloture on the
DOD authorization bill.

There is lots of work to do. The ma-
jority leader has asked me to announce
that we have the DOD bill we need to
finish. We are close to having some
final numbers on the appropriations
bills so we can do those conferences
that are so badly needed and complete
the other appropriations bills. We have
the airport safety matter we must
work on as quickly as possible. There
is work we have to do on helping those
employees who have been displaced as
a result of the incident on September
11.

We have an antiterrorism bill the Ju-
diciary Committee has been working
on all weekend. Senators HATCH and
LEAHY have literally been working on
that all weekend. They hope to have
something for us in the next few days,
perhaps as early as tomorrow.

So there are lots of things to do. We
are going to need the cooperation of all
Senators to get them done as quickly
as possible. The continuing resolution
will go for the next 2 weeks. We very
much hope by that time we will have
been able to complete the normal ap-
propriations process or at least work
our way toward that end.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Wyoming is recog-
nized for not to exceed 10 minutes.

PRIORITIZING THE SENATE’S
WORK

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I want
to talk a little bit about the future as
I hope it might happen in the Senate.
Obviously, we have a great many
things to do, many of which are time
imperative, that we need to do them
immediately, and I am for that.

I am very proud of what I have seen
here and what I have seen at home
with respect to our national reaction
to this terrorism assault and the dis-
aster with which we are faced. I believe
the President and his team are doing
what needs to be done, are doing the
necessary research and intelligence
gathering that is necessary. This is the
most unusual kind of an emergency in
which everyone is ready to do some-
thing but you have to first discover
what it is that is proper to do. I think
that is being done: Positioning the
military, to the extent that that will
be necessary—again, a different kind of
war but one in which the military obvi-
ously will be a very prime portion of it;
moving to establish domestic defense,
working with our States—I was just
this week with our National Guard in
Wyoming, and the Governor was set-
ting about to have that be part of the
security for airports—and the things
that need to be done will be given, I
hope, an agenda for strengthening our
domestic defense regarding intel-
ligence.

I am pleased the President is asking
Members to seek to continue to do the
emergency things that must be done,
while, at the same time, returning to
our daily business and routine. We can
do both, urging everyone to have the
patience we must have to retain our
commitment and determination to
move forward with things we must do.

I am proud of what I see at home.
People have the same conviction that
we must do these things and are com-
mitted to doing whatever it takes, sup-
porting our country and supporting our
President.

It is a shame to have to go through
this terrible time but I am very proud
with the Nation coming together,
proud of what I see as a show of patri-
otism and support for America.

I am also very pleased with the per-
formance of this Congress. There has
been an unusual and remarkable show
of nonpartisanship to do the things
that, indeed, must be done. We have
come together. We have much yet to
do. I believe it would be good if we
prioritized the activities to complete
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