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line each and every day so that we may be 
free, it is important that the American people 
are vigilant in their efforts to overcome this 
evil. Though our nation has witnessed un-
speakable horror, America’s virtues, deter-
mination, and faith continues to shine brightly 
on the world. 

I am confident that the United States will 
seek out those that harbor hatred, terror, and 
depravity in their hearts; and we will defeat 
them. This is a war that we must, can, and will 
win. May God bless the families and children 
grieving across this great nation and may God 
bless America. 
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. William J. Ivey, 
Chairman of the National Endowment for the 
Arts, who will be stepping down on September 
31, 2001. 

Since 1998, when the United States Senate 
unanimously confirmed Mr. Ivey as NEA 
Chairman, he has forged effective working re-
lationships with more than 250 members of 
the U.S. Congress. 

Through these relationships, Mr. Ivey helped 
secure a $7 million funding increase for the 
NEA’s Challenge America program in Fiscal 
Year 2002, their first budget increase in a dec-
ade. The Challenge America program devel-
oped by Mr. Ivey supports arts education, 
services for young people, cultural heritage 
preservation, community partnerships and ex-
panded access to the arts. Without a doubt, 
this program will contribute to the rich artistic 
and cultural fabric that has been woven over 
the course of our nation’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, as the U.S. Representative for 
the 3rd Congressional District of New Mexico, 
I have the privilege of serving several well- 
known art communities. On behalf of them 
and all those throughout the United States of 
America, who like myself, cherish the various 
arts and their valuable contributions to our so-
ciety and culture, I would like to thank Mr. Ivey 
for his work as NEA Chairman. 

It was a pleasure to work with him and I am 
sorry to see him go, but am greatly appre-
ciative of all that he has done and will con-
tinue to do on behalf of the arts and I wish 
him the best of luck with all his future endeav-
ors. 
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chairman Bill Ivey who will soon be 
stepping down as Chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Arts and returning to 
Nashville, Tennessee. Although I am sad-

dened by his leaving, I am proud that he will 
once again be one of my constituents in his 
new position as the Harvie Branscomb Distin-
guished University Visiting Scholar at Vander-
bilt University. 

In his new capacity, he will teach, write and 
conduct research on cultural policy as well as 
begin the planning and development of a cen-
ter that will examine the complex relationship 
between the arts and public policy. Prior to his 
most recent position, Bill was one of the most 
widely respected individuals in both the music 
community as well as the business community 
at large. Bill joined the Country Music Founda-
tion in Nashville in 1971. The Foundation is 
accredited by the American Association of Mu-
seums as a nonprofit education and research 
center. It operates the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum, manages historic prop-
erties and publishes a well-respected journal. 

Under Chairman Ivey’s stewardship, the 
NEA has funded extremely valuable and im-
portant educational programs and worthwhile 
events in my home state of Tennessee and 
across the country. The NEA provides funding 
for many programs in Tennessee, including 
the Nashville Symphony Association, Fisk Uni-
versity, and the Tennessee Arts Commission. 
I believe it is important to ensure that ade-
quate funding for these programs continues. 

Chairman Ivey has restored the image of 
the NEA and, under his leadership, federal 
funding has risen steadily. He has successfully 
brought a diverse array of arts and cultural 
programs into rural and previously under- 
served communities across the country. Pro-
grams such as ARTSReach: Strengthening 
Communities Through the Arts have helped 
build more than 223 partnerships between arts 
organizations and civic organizations— 
schools, churches, chambers of commerce 
and youth groups—in more than 175 commu-
nities in 20 under-served states. This highly 
successful program has opened the world of 
the arts to thousands of Americans. 

However, the need is so much larger than 
the funds available. For every worthwhile re-
quest that receives funding, many other equal-
ly worthwhile proposals are rejected simply for 
a lack of available funds. These programs pre-
serve and provide access to cultural and edu-
cation resources to our citizens. They provide 
opportunities for lifelong learning in arts and 
humanities. And they strengthen teaching and 
learning in history, literature, language and 
arts in schools, colleges and their surrounding 
communities. 

Just as we need to continue to fund sci-
entific research, we must continue to fund the 
arts and humanities. A world without the arts 
and humanities would be devoid of cultural 
meaning. Research shows that the arts and 
humanities benefit our nation’s young people 
by improving reading, writing, speaking and 
listening skills and by helping to develop prob-
lem-solving and decision-making abilities es-
sential in today’s global marketplace. 

The NEA is losing a respected and success-
ful chairman, and although I am sorry to see 
him step down from the NEA, I am pleased to 
welcome him home to Nashville and look for-
ward to continue to work with him to advance 
and promote the arts in Tennessee and 
across the country. I have every confidence 
that he will continue to be a strong national 

advocate for the arts and a leader in his field. 
Mr. Ivey has done a great job of promoting 
arts and humanities across this country and I 
appreciate his efforts. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Central Jackson County Fire 
Protection District for its work and sacrifice in 
honor of all the people who both survived and 
who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001, their families and their 
friends. 

These terrorist attacks mark a solemn mo-
ment in America’s history. American men and 
women, civilians and soldiers, firefighters and 
police, mothers and fathers, were slain for a 
cause so terrible, so heinous, and so des-
picable that we find it unimaginable and inde-
scribable. United, Americans seek to find 
meaning and hope in a seemingly hopeless 
and meaningless act. In the days since these 
terrible terrorist attacks, America has been 
shoulder-to- shoulder in a struggle to meet the 
challenges of a world that is a little less safe, 
a little scarier, and far less predictable. The ef-
forts of organizations like the Central Jackson 
County Fire Protection District signify the com-
mitment and concern of Americans every-
where. Our nation’s strength does not lie in 
her military might but rather in the collective 
compassion of its people. 

Since the September 11th terrorist attacks, 
the Central Jackson County Fire Protection 
District has participated in the ‘‘Pass the Boot’’ 
activities at Arrowhead Stadium raising thou-
sands of dollars to assist in the rescue efforts 
including the 9–11 Relief Fund, the Red 
Cross, and to provide for the grieving families. 
The patriotism and persistence of the Central 
Jackson County Fire Protection District is a 
lasting memorial to the thousands of victims 
who perished in New York, Washington, and 
Pennsylvania. 

Through the days, weeks, and months 
ahead, all Americans must come together and 
do what they can to assist the nation’s war ef-
fort. Whether it is giving blood, sending dona-
tions, praying for the thousands of grieving 
families, or simply saying thanks to the brave 
men and women who put their lives on the 
line each and every day so that we may be 
free, it is important that the American people 
are vigilant in their efforts to overcome this 
evil. Though our nation has witnessed un-
speakable horror, America’s virtues, deter-
mination, and faith continues to shine brightly 
on the world. 

I am confident that the United States will 
seek out those that harbor hatred, terror, and 
depravity in their hearts; and we will defeat 
them. This is a war that we must, can, and will 
win. May God bless the families and children 
grieving across this great nation and may God 
bless America. 
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