October 3, 2001

brought happiness and fine music to thou-
sands in the Northeastern Ohio area.

As long-time polka all-star Frankie Yanovic
put it, Cleveland is a polka town! Originating in
1976, the Cleveland Polka Association has
long been dedicated to preserving the polka
heritage, and promoting interest in polka
events. The CSA has been working diligently
to establish close friendships among all those
who have a great interest in polka music and
dance.

The Cleveland-style polka has its roots in
Slovenian folk music, but American musicians
have given the polka a style that people of all
backgrounds can enjoy. The Cleveland Polka
Association devotes their time and energy to
upholding great polka lessons, such as “If you
can’t do the Polka, don’t Marry my Daughter”,
and “In Heaven there is no Beer.” They will
never really answer the question “Who stole
the Kishka?”

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
recognizing the Cleveland Polka Association
on their distinguished 25th Anniversary cele-
bration. The polka music will be heard long
and far as the CSA celebrates to the melo-
dious tunes into the night.

—_—

BENNY PRILL: POLKA’S ‘“‘GOLDEN
STAR”

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA

OF MICHIGAN
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Wednesday, October 3, 2001

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Benny Prill for his induction into the
Michigan State Polka Music Hall of Fame.
Michigan is a state whose citizens are proud
of their multi-cultural ancestry and who delight
in celebrating that diversity with others. The
Polish community is one of the proudest in
Michigan, bringing with it a love for good food,
good spirits, fellowship, dancing and the lively,
foot-stomping traditions of the polka.

When Benny was just a toddler, he drove
nails into a board to simulate an accordion
and in doing so he became part of the rich
heritage that all polka music enthusiasts
share. Like many musical genres, polka is a
mingling of many styles, including European
classical music and folk music. During the De-
pression Era in the United States, a uniquely
American style developed that reflected the
melting pot musical talents of the many immi-
grants who came to this country.

Like many polka lovers, Benny was intro-
duced to the music at an early age and quick-
ly developed a passion for it. During his
school years, Benny played for weddings,
dances, house parties and at many other func-
tions. He was drafted into the army at eight-
een and during his enlistment he joined a
band called the Drifters. Once back home,
Benny went on to play for the Golden Stars
and most recently in the Polka Music Sound.
Many polka fans have come to know Benny
through bus trips he has organized throughout
Michigan and Ohio for the promotion of polka
music. He also hosts polka dances and is a
part-time disc jockey for WKJC-FM in Tawas
City.

I¥or Benny and others, polka is more than
just a type of music, it is a lifestyle that rep-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

resents a culture and a warmth of spirit that
attracts people from all over the world. Polka
fans have their own language, with words
such as “tubs” to describe a drum set or
“boxman” to describe a concertina or accor-
dion player. Benny has earned a reputation
not only as a fine musician, but as someone
who honors the customs and traditions of
polka music so that future generations also
will be able to enjoy it.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Benny Prill on achieving the
Michigan Polka Music industry’s highest
honor. As a keeper of the polka flame, Benny
will ensure that good music and lively dancing
will live on for many years and | am confident
that he will find even more ways of providing
venues for all to enjoy the melodic energy of
the polka.

—
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man who will be greatly missed by all
those who knew him. A man who served his
country proudly, and a man who displayed im-
measurable love for his work, his community,
his life, and his family. It brings me great sad-
ness to report that Marvin Greenberg of Plan-
tation, Florida, passed away on September 24,
2001 at the age of 81.

Marvin Greenberg was born in Brooklyn,
New York, where he was raised and attended
high school. Upon graduation, he began what
was to become a very long, meaningful life as
a contributor to both his country and commu-
nity in a variety of ways.

Before matriculating to college, Marvin was
called upon by his country to serve in World
War Il. As a 1st Lieutenant in the United
States Army, Marvin bravely commanded a
tank battalion in the European Theatre. For
the unwavering valor he showed in battle,
Marvin was awarded both the Silver Star
Medal and a Purple Heart with two clusters, a
testament to his willingness to sacrifice himself
for the freedom of our nation.

After returning home from Europe, Marvin
attended Pace College and graduated with an
accounting degree. Marvin went on to work as
a production manager for a Brooklyn-based
company, and later became a successful na-
tional sales representative for a security com-
pany.

In 1983, Marvin moved to Plantation, Flor-
ida, where he would remain throughout the
rest of his life. It was in Plantation where
Marvin became an indispensable member of
the community, becoming an avid advocate for
those in his condominium community and
within the city of Plantation as a whole. Pas-
sionate about the importance of equality,
Marvin became a frequent visitor before the
city council, where he argued for causes in-
cluding housing, loans, and ftraffic safety.
Marvin would join the Lauderdale West Demo-
cratic Club, where he was an active member
of the Board for eight years and served duti-
fully as the President for four. Above all else,
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Marvin made certain that everyone had a
voice, and that it was heard.

Mr. Speaker, Marvin Greenberg was both
well-loved and widely respected by all those
blessed to have known him. He is survived by
his wife, Lee, his brother Irwin, his three chil-
dren, Phil, Paula, and Ricki, and by his five
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
Marvin selflessly served his country and his
family was a source of admiration and great
pride. Today we celebrate Marvin’s life, which
serves as a wonderful example to all who fol-
low in his footsteps.

—

LIMITATION ON PER COUNTRY
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of this legislation.

In May, the House passed legislation, the
Foreign Relations Authorization Act that au-
thorized both the release of the $582 million
and a third installment of $244 million. How-
ever, two weeks before the House considered
the bill, the United States was removed from
the U.N. Commission on Human Rights. The
House responded by adopting an amendment
conditioning the third installment on the U.S.
return to the commission. This legislation re-
peals that amendment and reschedules the
untimely repayment of our U.N. dues.

As a delegate of the United Nations and
Chair of the Commission on Human Rights,
Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “Without the
United Nations our country would walk alone,
ruled by fear instead of confidence and hope.”
| believe that the American people want to
walk in confidence with the U.N.

The majority of Americans consistently show
a readiness to pay U.N. dues in full. Most re-
cently a Zogby poll found that 62 percent of
Americans believe that we should pay our de-
linquent dues. Another poll showed that 53
percent of Americans believe that the U.S.
should not hold back dues as a means of
pressuring the U.N.

It's regrettable that the U.S. lost its seat on
the Human Rights Commission but | firmly be-
lieve there will never be an appropriate venue
for this country to deny its responsibility. In-
stead of disengaging ourselves from the U.N.,
| believe that we should do just the opposite
and support it with all our vigor.

I’'m proud to support this legislation and |
will continue to do all that | can to support full
payment of our Nation’s U.N. dues.

TASK FORCE ON MENTORING IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 3, 2001

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and to express my appreciation
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