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Conservation easements—the purchase of 

development rights—are what other states use 
to protect farmland rather than the zoning ap-
proach that Oregon uses. However, leaders in 
protecting Oregon’s farmland are in agreement 
that no one tool alone does the job of pro-
tecting farmland. In addition to the state’s zon-
ing system, conservation easements would be 
appropriate in Oregon in selected locations. 
They would serve as a complement to, not a 
replacement for, the zoning administered by 
the Land Conservation and Development 
Commission. 

The primary reason Oregon has not used 
federal Farmland Protection Program (FPP) 
monies in the past is that our state was ini-
tially ineligible, but given recent changes to 
the program we now have the opportunity to 
participate. Another reason was that within our 
state it was thought that our land use system 
already served the need. However, there is in-
creased awareness that zoning needs to be 
supplemented with voluntary incentives for 
land conservation. 

This awareness has been increased by the 
passage last fall of Oregon ballot initiative, 
Measure 7. It amends Oregon’s Constitution to 
provide that any property owner whose real 
property is reduced in value by government 
regulation must be paid compensation by the 
government for the lost value. While this 
measure is still in litigation, if it goes into ef-
fect, landowners could begin to make claims 
for compensation. Access to federal FPP 
funds would provide Oregon farmers the flexi-
bility to accept conservation payments in lieu 
of other forms of compensation. 

I very much appreciate the assurances that 
Natural Resources Conservation Services 
have provided me of their willingness to work 
with Oregon, as they are with any other state 
that has a unique situation, in utilizing the 
Farmland Protection Program. Oregon is 
eager to be a full participant in FPP. Increas-
ing federal funding for this program and ensur-
ing its accessibility for a variety of land con-
servation uses is key to its success in Oregon 
and other states.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to salute President Chen Shui-bian on 
the occasion of Taiwan’s forthcoming National 
Day. As a birthday present to Taiwan, I be-
lieve all of us should support Taiwan’s bid to 
re-enter the United Nations. After the admis-
sion of Tuvalu to the United Nations in 2000, 
the Republic of China on Taiwan is the only 
aspiring country that remains excluded from 
the United Nations. Taiwan has every right to 
be a member of the United Nations. Taiwan 
has a dynamic economy that is the envy of 
much of the world. Taiwan is the world’s 17th 
largest economy and holds approximately 
$100 billion in foreign exchange reserves. Po-
litically, Taiwan is one of the freest nations. It 
has a democratically elected head of state and 

holds free elections at all levels. Taiwan’s citi-
zens enjoy full human rights and press free-
dom. By any measurable standard, Taiwan is 
an economic powerhouse and a beacon of de-
mocracy. Taiwan’s twenty-three million citizens 
need a voice in the United Nations. By exclud-
ing Taiwan, the United Nations is violating its 
own principle of universality. The Republic of 
China on Taiwan has much to contribute to 
the work and funding of the United Nations 
and other international organizations. I urge 
my colleagues to give their support to Tai-
wan’s campaign to return to the United Na-
tions and other international organizations. I 
also wish to add that Taiwan was shocked 
and devastated by the events of September 
11th. Taiwan shares with us the belief that 
those terrorist acts are reprehensible and must 
be condemned. Taiwan grieves with America 
whose homeland was attacked by shameless 
terrorists. An attack on America means an at-
tack on Taiwan; it means an attack on democ-
racy and our way of life. Taiwan is ready to 
help us combat terrorism anywhere and every-
where. Happy Birthday Taiwan! 
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Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take the opportunity today to pay tribute to 
Alysia C. Basmajian. 

Alysia Basmajian was twenty-three years of 
age. She was a graduate of Godwin High 
School and the College of William and Mary, 
and was just beginning her career as an ac-
countant at the World Trade Center. 

Alysia’s life was brutally taken from her by 
the hand of terrorists—radical extremists who 
are seeking to destroy the ideas embodied by 
America and her people. Alysia was a symbol 
of the American dream—working hard for her-
self, her family and her country. 

Henrico, and the entire Richmond area, has 
experienced a great loss. Our entire commu-
nity mourns along with Alysia Basmajian’s par-
ents and family. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with her husband and two-year-old daughter. 

On Tuesday, September 11, 2001, a pre-
cious life was ripped from our midst. 

Alysia Basmajian represented the bright fu-
ture of America. Working in the world’s eco-
nomic capital, Alysia was a hard worker and a 
true leader. 

On September 11, Alysia Basmajian re-
ported to work in the World Trade Center in 
New York City. Alysia began her day con-
ducting the nation’s business, when terror 
struck, taking her life and thousands of others. 
Because Alysia represented American free-
dom, she was attacked. 

We owe Alysia Basmajian for paying the 
price of freedom with her life, and we will al-
ways remember her sacrifice. Let us honor her 
memory.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Community Blood Center for its 
work and sacrifice in honor of all the people 
who both survived and who lost their lives in 
the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, 
their families and their friends. 

These terrorist attacks mark a solemn mo-
ment in America’s history. American men and 
women, civilians and soldiers, firefighters and 
police, mothers and fathers, were slain for a 
cause so terrible, so heinous, and so des-
picable that we find it unimaginable and inde-
scribable. United, Americans seek to find 
meaning and hope in a seemingly hopeless 
and meaningless act. In the days since these 
terrible terrorist attacks, America has been 
should-to-shoulder in a struggle to meet the 
challenges of a world that is a little less safe, 
a little scarier, and far less predictable. The ef-
forts of organizations like the Community 
Blood Center signify the commitment and con-
cern of Americans everywhere. Our Nation’s 
strength does not lie in her military might but 
rather in the collective compassion of its peo-
ple. 

Since the September 11th terrorist attacks, 
the Community Blood Center has assisted in 
blood drives and blood donations to support 
the nationwide relief effort to provide for the 
injured survivors. The patriotism and persist-
ence of the Community Blood Center is a last-
ing memorial to the thousands of victims who 
perished in New York, Washington, and Penn-
sylvania. 

Through the days, weeks, and months 
ahead, all Americans must come together and 
do what they can to assist the Nation’s war ef-
fort. Whether it is giving blood, sending dona-
tions, praying for the thousands of grieving 
families, or simply saying thanks to the brave 
men and women who put their lives on the 
line each and every day so that we may be 
free, it is important that the American people 
are vigilant in their efforts to overcome this 
evil. Though our Nation has witnessed un-
speakable horror, America’s virtues, deter-
mination, and faith continues to shine brightly 
on the world. 

I am confident that the United States will 
seek out those that harbor hatred, terror, and 
depravity in their hearts; and we will defeat 
them. This is a war that we must, can, and will 
win. May God bless the families and children 
grieving across this great Nation and may God 
bless America.
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UNITED WE STAND 
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Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, following 
the tragic terrorist attack on our Nation Sep-
tember 11, Americans have responded with an 
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