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I actually submitted it. I didn’t want
to make a big hoo-ha about it. I wanted
to thank the Capitol Police and
thought maybe we would pass it by
unanimous consent. Then we could
send it out and let everyone know we
have expressed our appreciation.

My understanding is, it has been
blocked; is that correct?

Mr. REID. That is my understanding.
We wanted that cleared last week, but
somebody is holding this up. My friend
knows how holds work. We have a gen-
eral idea from where they come but not
specifically from whom. I say to the
Senator from Minnesota, he has always
been such a supporter of the Capitol
Police. He has always been thoughtful
and kind to them. I have seen that as
he walked through the Capitol. I per-
sonally am so grateful for the work
they have done. Prior to September 11,
I always felt really strongly about the
work they did. Since September 11, my
emotions have run much higher.

I commend the Senator from Min-
nesota for this resolution. I want him
to know we are going to continue to
talk about this resolution until it is
cleared. Otherwise, we will try to fig-
ure out a way to get a vote on it so
anyone who has the audacity to stand
and not say to the Capitol Police they
have done a good job will have to come
forward and be counted.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
will not speak much longer. Let me say
to the whip—who, by the way, also was
a member of the Capitol Police, the
only one in the Senate—I thank him. I
don’t even want to make a big deal of
this. In fact, I am almost embarrassed
about it. This now is going to become
a point of contention? I am a pretty
good rabble-rouser. I didn’t think this
would be something on which we would
have to go this far.

My hope is that it will pass. I say to
the whip that I would like to get his
help, that if this doesn’t clear today,
then I will prepare an amendment. I
would love to have the whip’s support
and do it with him. We will just come
out here and have a debate, I suppose,
if Senators are opposed to the resolu-
tion of support. Above and beyond
that, we are talking about a lot of Cap-
itol Police. They are working 6 days a
week, 12 hours a day. Frankly, the
whip discussed this with me. Above and
beyond just the resolution saying
“thank you for your support,” the
other point is the additional resources.
With all due respect, there will have to
be additional resources to go to them
for them to be able to do this job.

I thought when I came back that this
resolution would have been passed. I
wouldn’t have thought there would
have been any controversy. I thought
we then could notify the police.

Now what we will do is talk about it
for a day or so. We will keep asking
who is holding it up. We will keep ask-
ing why. It is hardly a way to say
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thank you to the police. And if nec-
essary, we will have an amendment on
it.

Mr. REID. I say to the Senator, I am
hopeful and confident that it is just a
misunderstanding. Otherwise, we will
have to move forward as the Senator
from Minnesota has indicated.

—

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate stand in
a period of morning business until the
hour of 4 o’clock today with Senators
allowed to speak therein for a period of
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. And that the time con-
tinue to be charged against the under-
lying matter before the Senate; that is,
on the motion that is postcloture.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—_—

AVIATION SECURITY AND THE
STIMULUS PACKAGE

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
was actually thinking about reading
some of the descriptions and testimony
of some of the people who spoke yester-
day.

Let me just say one more time that
on this one, we don’t budge until we
get the help for the employees. That is
all there is to it. If that is the dif-
ference between Democrats and Repub-
licans, so be it. That would make me
proud to be a Democrat. If it does not
end up being the difference between
Democrats and Republicans and we do
it in a bipartisan way, all the better.
But we are not waiting any longer. I
am not going back home again this
weekend trying to explain to people
how in the world the Senate could not
provide them some support.

My final point is, the truth is, we
need to be doing this business and more
because, frankly, we have something
else that is ahead of us, which is all the
other people in Minnesota and in the
country who have been affected, all of
the other people who are losing their
jobs, whether it be in the tourism in-
dustry, hotel/restaurant, related to
tourism, whatnot, whether it be small
businesses, or whether it be people in
high-tech. There are a lot of people
right now who are out of work. A lot of
small businesses lost some of their
business, and they never had a lot of
capital to rely on in the first place.

So I just say to colleagues that we
are in a serious recession in our coun-
try. These are hard economic times. We
need to put a stimulus package to-
gether next week. We need to have the
stimulus package large enough to
make a difference. It has to be some-
thing that focuses on getting money
into the hands of consumers—those
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who will make purchases right away. It
has to take effect within the next cou-
ple of months, frankly, to really make
a difference. There are a lot of people
who, A, could use the help and, B, this
would put purchasing power back into
the economy. Unemployment benefits
need to be extended and improved.
There is the health care coverage for
people and child care expenses, and
there is the workforce development and
work training that is so important.
There are ways in which we can invest
in rebuilding crumbling schools and af-
fordable housing and creating jobs at
the same time. There is a whole lot we
need to do, and we need to do it now.
That is part of the crisis that is staring
us in the face. Yet we are in morning
business for another 2 hours this after-
noon.

I just wanted to make it clear that—
and I think I am speaking for other
Democrats—we are not giving any
ground on getting help to the aviation
employees and others, and we are going
to do it this week on this bill. We are
not going to give any ground on safety,
and we are going to pass this bill this
week. We are also going to move on
and get serious about an economic
stimulus package as well.

I yield the floor.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

Because of the unanimous consent
agreement, I ask that the time con-
tinue to run on the motion to proceed
because it is the same morning busi-
ness we asked it to run against; is that
right?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the
quorum call be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—_—

RECESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate stand in
recess until the hour of 4:30 p.m. today
with the time charged against the
postcloture proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2:54 p.m.,
recessed until 4:30 p.m.; whereupon, the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
JOHNSON).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, in his capacity as a Senator
from South Dakota, notes the absence
of a quorum. The clerk will call the
roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.
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