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it needs to operate. Even if this ficti-

tious worldwide embargo of U.S. oil im-

ports that my colleagues contemplate 

ever took place, this Nation’s military 

would have all the oil it needs. I don’t 

want any suggestion that our military 

is unprepared because of a shortage for 

oil to stand. 

There are real energy security issues 

this Nation must address, but we do 

not need to exaggerate the threat. We 

need to be reasonable, in the process 

and the substance of this bill. I support 

the Majority Leader’s decision and 

look forward to participating in the 

broader effort to craft a sound bill. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 

SLOVAK CONSULATE IN KANSAS 

CITY, MO 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise 

today to recognize the official opening 

in Kansas City, MO, of the Consulate of 

the Slovak Republic. 

Slovakia is a country full of rich his-

tory and tradition. It became a free 

and independent republic in 1993 and 

opened their new embassy in Wash-

ington, D.C. in June of 2001. Ross P. 

Marine, DHL, who is the Honorary Con-

sul of the Slovak Republic to the 

States of Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and 

Nebraska was appointed by Eduard 

Kukan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

the Slovak Republic, in September of 

2000 and with approval by the United 

States Department of State established 

a Consulate of the Slovak Republic in 

Kansas City, Missouri. Currently there 

are consulates of the Slovak Republic 

in Colorado, Illinois, Pennsylvania, 

Minnesota, Ohio, California, Florida, 

and Michigan. 

The Honorable H.E. Martin Butora, 

PhD, Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Republic 

to the United States and his wife, Zora 

Butorova, PhD, will be visiting the 

Kansas City area the week of October 

16–19, for the purpose of officially open-

ing the Consulate of the Slovak Repub-

lic. There are a number of outstanding 

events planned to mark this exciting 

opening and the visit by Ambassador 

Butora. On behalf of the citizens I rep-

resent, I am pleased to welcome them 

to the great state of Missouri. Kansas 

City is a city that continues to experi-

ence tremendous growth and advances 

toward the future, while still recog-

nizing and celebrating its proud his-

tory and vibrant culture. The added 

presence of the Slovak Republic will 

only serve to enhance Kansas City’s 

history and culture. Once again, wel-

come and please accept my very best 

wishes on this special occasion.∑ 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE MINNESOTA TAX-

PAYERS ASSOCIATION 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Minnesota 
Taxpayers Association, for its long and 
proud history of working to dissemi-
nate accurate, nonpartisan fiscal infor-

mation to the citizens of Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Taxpayers Association 

celebrates its 75th anniversary this 

year, as one of the Nation’s most ac-

claimed taxpayer organizations. 
Its membership has been comprised 

of thousands of Minnesota’s business 

leaders, government officials and con-

cerned citizens. Its stellar leadership, 

on both its Board and its staff, has con-

sistently been populated by Min-

nesota’s most able and intelligent citi-

zens.
The Minnesota Taxpayers Associa-

tion, MTA, was founded in 1926 when 

America was in the middle of a strong 

recovery from World War I, and we 

were on a ‘‘return to normalcy’’ path in 

both foreign relations and domestic 

policies.
The Association started as part of a 

larger government research movement 

in the country aimed at bringing more 

professionalism to government, par-

ticularly local government. The first 

steps toward launching the Minnesota 

Taxpayers Association were taken at a 

meeting in Minneapolis on February 25, 

1926. It was planned that the Associa-

tion’s core would consist of representa-

tives of 15 local taxpayers groups. The 

first objective of the new nonpartisan 

association was to reduce taxes. Three 

other objectives were to eliminate ex-

travagance, reduce public debt, and 

stop misuse of public funds. 
On November 22, 1926, the Associa-

tion became a permanent organization 

at a meeting at the Nicollet Hotel in 

Minneapolis. In short order, represent-

atives of 28 counties formed the South 

Central, Southeast, and Southwest 

Taxpayers Associations at meetings in 

Mankato, Rochester, and Worthington, 

MN, respectively. They were so suc-

cessful that by April of 1927 there were 

45 county taxpayer groups across the 

State. By World War II, the MTA had 

grown to be an association of 81 county 

taxpayer groups. 
In August of 1956, the MTA merged 

with the Minnesota Institute of Gov-

ernmental Research, MIGR, another 

nonpartisan government research orga-

nization. The institute’s research bul-

letins covered such topics as property 

tax issues; the merits of a sales tax-

ation, more than 30 years before the 

State’s first sales tax in 1967; and an 

analysis of the new Social Security Act 

and its implications for Minnesota. 
Because government itself did little 

research in those days, MIGR had a 

tremendous impact on Minnesota State 

government. MIGR’s work inspired the 

creation of the 1939 Reorganization Act 

under Governor Harold Stassen. This 

act received national attention as it 

produced major improvements in the 

administration of State government, 

saving millions of dollars in the first 10 

years after enactment. 
It was through the Reorganization 

Act and the work of MIGR that the De-

partments of Taxation and Administra-

tion were created and the spoils system 

was replaced with civil service. As a 

follow-up to the Reorganization Act, 

MIGR staff was loaned to the ‘‘Little 

Hoover’’ Commission of the early 1950s 

to study areas for further reform in 

State government. 
Within two years of the merger, in 

August of 1958, MTA became incor-

porated. At that time, it moved away 

from being an umbrella organization 

for county-level taxpayer groups to 

being an organization with its own 

board of directors and a statewide 

membership of individuals and compa-

nies. Its focus also changed to moni-

toring State fiscal matters and advo-

cating for sound fiscal policy. 
In 1957, MTA started publishing ‘‘Fis-

cal Facts for Minnesotans,’’ a popular 

handbook of State and local fiscal data 

that continues to be published today. A 

widely read and discussed publication 

series was begun in 1969 with the first 

release of ‘‘How Does Minnesota Com-

pare?’’ a State-by-State comparison of 

key tax and spending aggregates. 
The Minnesota Taxpayers Associa-

tion has steadfastly stressed the impor-

tance of good information and citizen 

involvement in government. As evi-

dence of its commitment to these 

goals, the Association continues to 

focus on research publications aimed at 

educating the public, publications like 

its award-winning ‘‘Understanding 

Your Property Taxes’’ and its ‘‘Guide 

to State Government Spending,’’ as 

well as on countless public presen-

tations and frequent legislative con-

sultations.
As State and local governments take 

on more responsibility for designing, 

funding, and delivering public services, 

and as taxpayers look for greater value 

for their tax dollars, the need for orga-

nizations like the Minnesota Taxpayers 

Association increases. The Associa-

tion’s work over the past 75 years has 

been a great asset to the people of Min-

nesota, and its reputation for excel-

lence and integrity assures a promi-

nent and vital role for this outstanding 

organization in the improvement of 

Minnesota State and local government 

in the years ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRAN FLANIGAN 

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise 

today to recognize and honor an ex-

traordinary Marylander and steward of 

the Chesapeake Bay, Fran Flanigan. 

Fran is stepping down from a long and 

distinguished career as executive direc-

tor of the Alliance for the Chesapeake 

Bay and I want to express my personal 
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congratulations and thanks for her 

outstanding and dedicated service. 
When the history of the Chesapeake 

Bay restoration effort is finally writ-

ten there are many people who will be 

recognized for the role they played in 

helping to ‘‘Save the Bay.’’ But Fran’s 

hard work and creativity over the past 

three decades will distinguish her as 

one of the true leaders in this impor-

tant endeavor. Fran has been a deter-

mined advocate for the Chesapeake 

Bay from virtually the inception of the 

Bay program. In December 1983, she or-

ganized a 3-day conference which 

brought together the Governors of 

Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania, 

the EPA Administrator, members of 

the State legislatures and many other 

individuals and organization. That con-

ference resulted in the signing of the 

Chesapeake Bay Agreement which for-

mally bound the Federal and State 

governments to work together to re-

store the Bay and effectively initiated 

the cooperative Chesapeake Bay Pro-

gram.
I became acquainted with Fran dur-

ing that historic summit and have had 

the opportunity to work closely with 

her and her non-profit organization, 

the Citizens Program for the Chesa-

peake Bay, later the Alliance for the 

Chesapeake Bay, for many years. I can 

personally attest to the tremendous 

energy and creativity which she con-

sistently brought to her work. Fran 

has an amazing ability to pull people 

together and has been called upon time 

and time again to convene stakeholder 

roundtables on key issues and expand 

public involvement. Whether the sub-

ject was agriculture, toxic pollution or 

land use, Fran would try to find com-

mon ground and a way to ensure that 

different States and interest groups 

moved forward together for the better-

ment of the Chesapeake Bay. 
Fran Flanigan and Alliance have 

been very forward thinking and helped 

move the Bay cleanup program up-

stream into the rivers that flow into 

the Chesapeake. She reoriented the Al-

liance to work at a more local level 

and promote local restoration activi-

ties, all in an effort to better acquaint 

the public with the resources they were 

working to protect and restore. She 

knew that public participation in the 

efforts to clean up the Bay were essen-

tial and the key to keeping the Bay 

cleanup effort on course and worked 

hard to keep the public informed about 

key Chesapeake issues through the Al-

liance’s outstanding white papers, fact 

sheets, newsletters and the Bay Jour-

nal. She also helped organize every-

thing from small watershed groups to 

huge public outreach efforts such as 

those needed before the signing of the 

1987 and 2000 Bay Agreements. 
Fran has been there on the front line 

from the very start of the Bay program 

and, even in retirement, I know will 

continue to be involved in the Bay ef-

forts. Her dedication and efforts over 
the years have earned her the respect 
and admiration of everyone with whom 
she has worked. She has been instru-
mental in bringing to so many people 
an enjoyment and sense of ownership of 
the Chesapeake Bay. I join with her 
many colleagues and friends in extend-
ing my best wishes and thanks for her 
leadership and commitment.∑ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF PETER HENRY’S 

SERVICE TO SOUTH DAKOTA 

VETERANS

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary 
work done by Peter Henry as Director 
of the VA Black Hills Health Care Sys-
tem in Fort Meade and Hot Springs, 
SD. I also wish him all the best in his 
new position as Chief Executive Officer 
of the Extended Care and Rehabilita-
tion Patient Service Line for Veterans 
Integrated Service Network, VISN, 13. 

Peter has been a valuable asset in 
working the myriad of issues affecting 
the VA over the years, especially his 
efforts to keep services going to Cat-
egory C veterans when others could 
not. Peter, his wife Sharon, and their 
five children, have also been important 
members of the Black Hills commu-
nity. Peter serves on the Board of the 
Sturgis Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Sturgis United Way. 

Peter’s service in the VA dates back 
to 1970, when he was a Management In-
tern at VA Central Office in Wash-
ington, DC. He later served as Chief of 
Personnel Service at Vancouver, Mar-
tinez, and Palo Alto VAMCs. He com-
pleted the Associate Director Training 
Program in 1982 at the VAMC in San 
Francisco, CA. Peter then served as As-
sociate Director at the James A. Haley 
Veterans Hospital in Tampa, FL and as 
Assistant Medical Center Director at 
the VAMC Long Beach, CA. 

Peter came to South Dakota in 1993 
as the Director of the Medical Center 
at Fort Meade, SD. Three years later, 
he became Director of the VA Black 
Hills Health Care System. Peter is a 
third generation VA employee and cur-
rently serves as president of the VA 
Chapter of the Senior Executives Asso-
ciation and on the National Board of 
that organization. 

I have had the pleasure of working 
with Peter through my career in the 
United States House of Representatives 
and now in the United States Senate. 
Peter has helped to educate me and 
other South Dakota officials on a vari-
ety of veterans issues, and his caring 
for the individual veterans in the Black 
Hills has been a great asset to our ef-
forts to improve health care services 
for our Nation’s heroes. Peter’s com-
mitment to expanding VA services into 
rural regions of South Dakota includes 
the use of outreach clinics which have 
allowed veterans in rural areas to re-
ceive needed care closer to their 
homes.

As I travel South Dakota and meet 

with veterans, I am reminded of the 

very core of what the Founding Fa-

thers meant when they talked about 

America’s citizen soldiers who serve as 

the bulwark of defending our democ-

racy and freedom. The sacrifices of the 

men and women who served this Nation 

in time of war are a dramatic story 

that we need to tell to future genera-

tions.
We need to remind younger genera-

tions of the sacrifice of the quiet he-

roes who have served our Nation in the 

military service. We need to remind 

them that freedom isn’t really free. 

Throughout our Nation’s proud his-

tory, people have made profound sac-

rifices to preserve liberty and democ-

racy.
I am pleased that with the help of 

dedicated people like Peter Henry, we 

have finally begun to honor additional 

commitments made to veterans nation-

wide. Peter and his staff at the VA 

Black Hills Health Care System know 

that veterans health care is this Na-

tion’s priority and not just an after-

thought. I look forward to working 

with Peter, in his new role with VISN 

13, to continue to improve veterans 

health care services.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 7:35 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 

Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 

announced that the House has passed 

the following bill, in which it requests 

the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1992. An act to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to expand the opportuni-

ties for higher education via telecommuni-

cations.

At 7:45 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 

Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 

announced that the House has passed 

the following joint resolution, in which 

it requests the concurrence of the Sen-

ate:

H.J. Res. 68. Joint resolution making fur-

ther appropriations for the fiscal year 2002, 

and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 

consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1992. An act to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to expand the opportuni-

ties for higher education via telecommuni-

cations; to the Committee on Health, Edu-

cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 

COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were 

laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-

uments, which were referred as indi-

cated:
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