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Maryland, crashed in rural Pennsylvania, 

killing all on board, including the pilot, 

United Airlines Captain Jason M. Dahl from 

the Ken Caryl Valley area of Jefferson Coun-

ty, Colorado, and flight attendant Kathryn 

Laborie, originally from Colorado Springs, 

Colorado; and 

Whereas, Although we may never know for 

sure, authorities believe, based on cell phone 

calls from at least two passengers on the 

fourth plane, Jeremy Glick and Mark Bing-

ham, to relatives on the ground in New Jer-

sey and California, that passengers hero-

ically struggled with the hijackers and prob-

ably took actions that prevented this plane 

from reaching the terrorists’ planned target; 

and

Whereas, Many firefighters, law enforce-

ment personnel, military personnel, and oth-

ers worked tirelessly to try to save as many 

lives as possible in these disasters, and it is 

possible that more than three hundred fifty 

police officers and firefighters in New York 

City lost their lives in the line of duty; and 

Whereas, The total loss of life and injuries 

resulting from these cowardly acts will be in 

the many thousands of people, if not more, 

and, in the words of New York Mayor Ru-

dolph W. Giuliani, will be ‘‘more than any of 

us can bear’’; and 

Whereas, President George W. Bush and 

the United States Congress, acting in bipar-

tisan agreement, have made available all of 

the resources of the federal government to 

hunt down those responsible for these vi-

cious war crimes; and 

Whereas, After these events President 

Bush declared, ‘‘The resolve of this great na-

tion is being tested’’; and 

Whereas, President Bush said in punishing 

those responsible that ‘‘We will make no dis-

tinction between the terrorists who com-

mitted these acts and those who harbor 

them’’; and 

Whereas, President Bush also stated that 

in punishing the guilty we must guard 

against assigning guilt to the blameless and 

must treat all Americans with the respect 

that they deserve, and we must particularly 

guard against unjustified discrimination 

against Muslims, Arab Americans, and oth-

ers from the Middle East; now, therefore, 

Be it Resolved by the House of Representa-

tives of the Sixty-third General Assembly of the 

State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein: 

(1) That the General Assembly expresses 

its complete and utter condemnation of and 

outrage at the terrorist attacks that oc-

curred on our soil on September 11, 2001; 

(2) That the General Assembly expresses 

its heartfelt sympathy for the victims of 

these tragedies and their families; 

(3) That the General Assembly commends 

the heroism of the many emergency per-

sonnel and individual citizens who responded 

to the scenes of these disasters; 

(4) That the General Assembly wants ter-

rorists to know they have failed in their mis-

sion to break the American spirit, but rath-

er, these heinous acts have served only to 

strengthen our resolve; and 

(5) That the General Assembly expresses 

its full support to President George W. Bush 

and the United States government in its ac-

tions to hunt down the perpetrators of these 

crimes against humanity and to punish those 

responsible, including any person or govern-

ment that aids, abets, protects, finances, or 

harbors the perpetrators, in an appropriate 

manner.

Be it Further Resolved, That copies of this 

Resolution be sent to the Honorable George 

W. Bush, President of the United States, 

Colorado’s delegation in the United States 

Congress, the Honorable George E. Pataki, 

Governor of the State of New York, the Hon-

orable James Gilmore III, Governor of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, the Honorable 

Rudolph W. Giuliani, Mayor of the City of 

New York, the Honorable Anthony A. Wil-

liams, Mayor of the District of Columbia, 

and the families of the late Captain Jason M. 

Dahl of Jefferson County, Colorado and the 

late Kathryn Laborie of Colorado Springs, 

Colorado.

DOUG DEAN,

Speaker of the House 

of Representatives. 

JUDITH RODRIGUE,

Chief Clerk of the 

House of Represent-

atives.

STAN MATSUNAKA,

President of the Sen-

ate.

KAREN GOLDMAN,

Secretary of the Sen-

ate.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO BILL PUT-

NAM ON BEING INDUCTED INTO 

THE BROADCASTERS HALL OF 

FAME

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 11, 2001 

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take a few moments today to pay 
tribute to Bill Putnam, a friend and constituent 
of mine, and a pioneer in the broadcasting 
arena. 

On November 12, 2001, in New York City, 
Bill Putnam will be inducted into the Broad-
casting Hall of Fame for his long and distin-
guished career in television. It is my privilege 
to share with you his many accomplishments 
and to recognize his great work in the Spring-
field, Massachusetts area. I am pleased to 
share these remarks and his accomplishments 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and to con-
gratulate him on his well-deserved honor. 

Bill Putnam started WWLP in Springfield, 
the first licensed UHF station in the United 
States. WWLP has a long history of ‘‘firsts’’ in 
Springfield for a small market station. The sta-
tion ran editorials, used longer news formats, 
ran an ‘‘As Schools Match Wits’’ high school 
quiz show, and aired a considerable amount 
of local programming. For more than 30 years, 
Bill Putnam himself did the editorials for the 
station, making WWLP the example of what 
local television is supposed to be. 

Bill Putnam concentrated not only on the 
local market, but was a visionary into what 
broadcasting should become. He lobbied ex-
tensively for changes that would treat UHF 
signals on televisions the same as VHF sig-
nals. In the 1950’s, many television sets either 
did not have UHF tuners or had tuners that 
were simply not as good as their VHF counter-
parts. The ‘‘All Channel Act’’ and subsequent 
FCC regulations, of which Bill Putnam was an 
outspoken advocate, made UHF stations able 
to get the market share that made them viable 
in mixed markets. In turn, this created the plat-
form that gave us independent television, and 
is today the backbone of FOX and the UPN 
and WB networks. 

Bill Putnam later served on the MSTV 
Board, a reversal that some found ironic since 
it was a group started by VHF owners trying 
to keep UHF people out of their market. He 
was the Secretary of the NBC Affiliates Board 
and was the head of the All-Industry com-
mittee on Teletext in the late 1970s. His con-
tributions were integral as to why Fin-Syn reg-
ulations were redone in the early 1980s. Bill 
Putnam was an outspoken advocate on this 
issue. 

Bill Putnam’s interests are greater than 
broadcasting alone. Bill is a past President 
and Treasurer of the American Alpine Club 
and continues to serve as a U.S. delegate to 
the UIAA, the international standards club for 
climbing. He is the longest serving member of 
that group. 

In addition, he was written and had pub-
lished 11 books, with more than two currently 
underway. 

Bill Putnam is also a decorated and distin-
guished patriot. He is a World War II veteran 
with two Purple Hearts, a Combat Infantry 
Badge, and a Silver Star, and he has the 
scars to prove it. He enlisted as a private in 
the military and came out as a first lieutenant. 

Bill Putnam is currently the Sole Trustee of 
the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona 
where he resides with his wife, Kitty Broman, 
who is also well known in broadcasting circles. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor Bill 
Putnam on being recognized and honored by 
the Broadcasters Hall of Fame for a long and 
distinguished career that has benefitted the 
lives of so many in the Western Massachu-
setts area. Congratulations on the good work. 
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IN MEMORY OF MONSIGNOR 

CASIMIR CIOLEK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 11, 2001 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a wonderful man who 
has served his community selflessly his entire 
life, Monsignor Casimir Ciolek. 

Monsignor Casimir Ciolek has served the 
spiritual community of Cleveland in countless 
capacities, but most recently served as chap-
lain at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport, 
where he held daily mass. Past assignments 
include the director of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society in the Cleveland Diocese and also 
spiritual director for the national St. Vincent de 
Paul Society’s Midwest region. 

Monsignor Ciolek attended Cathedral Latin 
School and John Carroll University before en-
tering the St. Mary seminar to become a 
priest. After ordination in 1946, Ciolek was ap-
pointed chaplain of Parmadale, the first Catho-
lic children’s residence of its kind. After a brief 
period of service, he went to the Catholic Uni-
versity of America in Washington, D.C. to 
study social work. 

After moving back to Cleveland in 1957, he 
was assigned assistant director of Catholic 
Charities, and ten years later was promoted 
director. In 1977 he decided to become pastor 
of S.S. Peter and Paul Church in Garfield 
Heights, retiring from his post in 1992. 
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Monsignor Casimir Ciolek has served self-

lessly his entire life. His dedication and count-
less contributions to the Cleveland community 
have touched and affected the lives of thou-
sands, and his memory will never be forgot-
ten. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
memory of an incredible man, pastor, and 
friend, Monsignor Casimir Ciolek. His warm 
smile and gentle spirit will be remembered by 
all. 
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THE MEXICAN SENATE 

HON. JIM KOLBE 
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 11, 2001 

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, often on this floor, 
I have spoken about our friends across our 
southern border. The country of Mexico is im-
portant because it shares a border, because it 
increasingly shares a culture with us and be-
cause it increasingly shares our commitment 
to democracy and freedom. 

On September 11, the U.S. was the object 
of a still-incredible attack by terrorists. And, on 
that very day, the Mexican Senate stopped its 
legislative work to adopt a resolution of sym-
pathy and support for the United States. 

One week later, the government of Mexico 
released a statement which reiterated ‘‘our 
solidarity with the people and government of 
the United States.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the government and 
the people of Mexico for their concern and 
support. I attach these two statements, trans-
lated into English, for all our Members to read. 

STATEMENT OF THE MEXICAN SENATE,

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

‘‘The Mexican Senate wishes to express to 

the Government of the United States of 

America as well as to all Nations, its most 

profound sympathy and deep indignation rel-

ative to the barbarous acts which today have 

offended the entire world. 
‘‘The Mexican Senate calls upon all men 

and women of good faith to prevent this 

tragedy from escalating into an intermi-

nable blood bath. 
‘‘Let us bring together the governments 

and peoples of the world to work together to 

guard against further harm; to scrupulously 

respect human rights throughout the world; 

and to build together a peaceful, dignified, 

and just world for all mankind.’’ 

THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT WILL PARTICIPATE

IN THE SPECIAL PERMANENT COUNCIL MEET-

ING OF THE OAS

(Statement of the Mexican Government (De-

liberated with the Mexican Senate), Sep-

tember 18, 2001) 

The Mexican government declared its most 

energetic and unequivocal indignation for 

the terrorist atrocities that took place in 

New York and Washington, D.C. on Sep-

tember 11, 2001, which brought about incalcu-

lable human and economic loses and they 

have caused profound grief in the inter-

national community. Regarding this, we re-

iterate our solidarity with the people and 

government of the United States. 
These events are true crimes against hu-

manity; they shake up the true foundation of 

civilized co-existence among nations and 

represent a serious threat for peace and 

international security. Therefore, the Mexi-

can Government condemns terrorism cat-

egorically in every shape or form, being for 

political, philosophical, ideological, racial, 

ethnic, religious or whatever reason. 

In agreement with resolution 1368 (2001) of 

the Security Council of the United Nations, 

the Mexican Government ratifying our 

peaceful vocation, expresses its total willing-

ness to collaborate, with the urgency and 

firmness that the situation requires, in the 

cooperation of international efforts leading 

to the prevention and eradication of ter-

rorism, as expressed by the General Assem-

bly of the United Nations in resolution A/56/ 

1, dated September 12. 

Regarding the diplomatic measures that 

have been developing in recent days in the 

Interamerican environment, the Mexican 

Government manifests its decision to par-

ticipate actively in the Special Permanent 

Council Meeting of the OAS, summoned for 

the 19 of September at the OAS Head-

quarters, with the intention of reaching a 

consensus about the political and diplomatic 

actions that are considered appropriate in 

responding to the call of the General Assem-

bly of the United Nations and for the deci-

sion taken by the Security Council. 

Likewise, Mexico applauds its initiative 

for calling for a Consultation Meeting of the 

Ministers of Foreign Affairs, in agreement 

with article 61 of the Charter of the Organi-

zation, which establishes the perfect forum 

in the hemisphere to agree upon the meas-

ures that the present situation demands. The 

decisions that come from that forum must be 

taken under the protection of article 53 of 

the Charter of the United Nations, which 

prohibits the application of restrictive meas-

ures adhered to regional agreements or by 

regional organisms without the explicit au-

thorization of the Security Council, and 

being fully understood that the decisions 

adopted and to be adopted by the Security 

Council and the General Assembly of the 

United Nations on the subject, must prevail 

above any other adopted in the hemispheric 

environment.

Regarding the summons of the Interamer-

ican Reciprocal Assistance Treaty, the Mexi-

can Government considers that, in agree-

ment with what was expressed by the Presi-

dent of Mexico, on September 7 at the OAS 

Headquarters, this is not the ideal mecha-

nism to confront the present challenges re-

garding the safety of our region. Mexico con-

siders that a Consultation Meeting of the 

Foreign Affairs Ministers in the framework 

of the OAS would have an upgraded hier-

archy and greater representation of the con-

tinental community, since the Interamer-

ican Reciprocal Assistance Treaty only has 

half of the amount of members that the OAS 

has.

Notwithstanding the above mentioned, 

whichever the hemispheric measures applied 

that will deal with the tragic happenings of 

September 11, Mexico will seek a consensus 

in the region that will actively defend the 

principles and intentions of the United Na-

tions and will provide political and diplo-

matic cooperation for the legitimate efforts 

applied to take to justice those intellectual 

authors, organizers and sponsors of these ac-

tions, as well as those responsible in giving 

them support and protection. 

The Mexican Government, as it has always 

done and as is its obligation, will proceed 

with total respect for the traditional prin-

ciples of our foreign affairs policies specified 

in our Constitution. 

INTRODUCTION OF VETERANS’ 

PENSION IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 

2001—H.R. 3087 

HON. LANE EVANS 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 11, 2001 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the Veterans’ Pension Improvement 
Act of 2001. This important legislation would 
recognize the military service of our Nation’s 
wartime veterans by providing low-income vet-
erans with pension benefits at age 65 without 
regard to a finding of total and permanent dis-
ability. The bill would reinstate a provision of 
Public Law 90–77, which was repealed in 
1990. 

From 1967 until 1990, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) was authorized to pre-
sume that low-income veterans were disabled 
at age 65. In hearings on the 1967 bill, the 
American Legion testified that providing for 
benefits at age 65 would affect less than one- 
tenth of one percent of pension applicants and 
that the cost associated with providing medical 
examinations and disability adjudications 
would be reduced. Recent evidence indicates 
that the Legion’s 1967 assessment was cor-
rect. 

In 1990, Congress eliminated the presump-
tion of permanent and total disability at age 65 
in Public Law 101–508. At that time, the Con-
gressional Budget Office optimistically pre-
dicted that the measure would generate sav-
ings of $17 million in 1991 and total savings 
of $313 million over the five-year period. Such 
savings have not materialized. According to 
VA, it is rare for a wartime veteran with in-
come below the pension threshold to be found 
not permanently and totally disabled. Rather 
than saving money, VA estimates that it is 
spending more money to provide medical ex-
aminations than would be paid out if benefits 
were granted at age 65. 

A July 1997 sample of pension claims 
showed that only 5.9 percent of all claims from 
veterans age 65 and older were initially denied 
on the basis that the claimants were not per-
manently and totally disabled. In 1998 and 
1999, that number was even lower with only 
three percent of claims denied on that basis. 
After taking into account reversals on appeal, 
VA estimates that fewer than 300 veterans 
age 65 and older per year are denied disability 
pension based upon a finding that they are not 
permanently and totally disabled. 

VA projects the annual cost of the benefit 
will be less than $2 million per year. The cost 
of providing medical examinations for these 
claims exceeds $2 million per year. In addition 
to the costs of the medical examinations, addi-
tional costs are incurred in rating the disability. 
Our current policy is penny-wise and pound- 
foolish. 

Currently VBA has a backlog of 536,626 
claims pending in regional offices. Another 
95,066 claims are pending appeals to the 
Board of Veterans Appeals. Requiring the VA 
to provide a medical examination and make a 
disability determination on claims, which are 
almost certain to result in a finding of dis-
ability, is exacerbating the backlog with no fi-
nancial gain to the government. Although prior 
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