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In the year 2000, the committee
noted, first, 13 financial disclosure re-
ports were wholly redacted because the
judge was under a specific and active
security threat and, second, only 140
judges’ reports were partially redacted
due to specific or general threats.

The purpose of the annual disclosure
reports required by the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Act is to increase public con-
fidence in government officials and
better enable the public to judge the
performance of those officials. How-
ever, Federal judges should be allowed
to redact certain information from fi-
nancial disclosures when they or a fam-
ily member is threatened. Importantly,
this practice has never interfered with
the release of critical information to
the public.

H.R. 2336 will eliminate the sunset in
section 7 and permit the Judicial Con-
ference to permanently redact informa-
tion in financial disclosure reports
where that information could endanger
the filer or his or her family. This is a
good bill. It enjoys bipartisan support.
There is no known opposition. I en-
courage the House to support the meas-
ure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to join my col-
league, the chairman of the Committee
on the Judiciary, in supporting H.R.
2336. This bill was introduced by the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
COBLE) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN). It protects judges
against certain security threats. The
September 11 tragedy only heightens
the security concerns that make this
legislation necessary. The Committee
on the Judiciary reported H.R. 2336 fa-
vorably by voice vote on October 3, and
I am not aware of any controversy re-
garding the bill.

H.R. 2336 permanently extends the
ability of Federal judges to request re-
daction from their financial disclosure
reports. The current redaction author-
ity sunsets at the end of this year.
Thus, it is imperative that we act
quickly to get this bill to the Senate
where we hope it passes before the end
of the year. The redaction authority
for judges is appropriately limited and
thus does not raise concerns about
undue restrictions on public access to
financial disclosure reports. The
judge’s report may be redacted if the
Judicial Conference and U.S. Marshals
Service find that revealing personal
and sensitive information could endan-
ger that judge. Furthermore, the re-
port can only be redacted to the extent
necessary to protect the judge and only
so long as a danger exists.
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The redaction authority has not been
abused to date. Of all of the judges fil-
ing reports in the year 2000, only 6 per-
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cent had their reports redacted, either
wholly or even partially. Typically, the
information redacted is limited to such
things as the spouse’s place of work,
the location of a judge’s second home,
or the name of a law school at which a
judge may teach part-time.

The law requires the Judicial Con-
ference, in concert with the Depart-
ment of Justice, to file an annual re-
port detailing the number and cir-
cumstances of redactions. This statu-
tory reporting requirement enables
Congress to monitor any abuse of the
redaction authority.

In short, I think the enactment of
H.R. 2336 is necessary to protect the se-
curity of our Nation’s judges, and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
this non-controversial legislation, H.R. 2336, is
aimed at protecting judges and judicial em-
ployees. H.R. 2236 amends the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Act of 1978 by repealing the sunset
provision of authorized redaction of financial
disclosure reports filed by certain judicial em-
ployees and officers.

The purpose of these financial disclosure re-
ports required by the Ethics in Government
Act of 1978 is to increase public confidence in
government officials and better enable our
public to assess the progress and effective-
ness of their public officials. However, section
7 of this Act which allows redaction where
such disclosure could endanger the filer or his/
her family is set to sunset on December 31,
2001.

In 2000, the Judicial Conference Committee
on Financial Disclosure submitted a report,
noting that numerous financial disclosure re-
ports had been redacted because the Judge
was under a specific, active security threat,
and that 140 reports were partially redacted
based on threats and various security risks.
These threats may be heightened in light of
the recent threats to our national security.

This legislation appropriately repeals this
sunset and makes permanent the authority to
redact such financial disclosure statements of
judicial employees or judicial officers.

As a former associate municipal court judge,
| understand that the need for such legislation
is great. | urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2336.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
STUART COLLICK—HEATHER
FRENCH HENRY HOMELESS VET-
ERANS ASSISTANCE ACT

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
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and pass the bill (H.R. 2716) to amend

title 38, United States Code, to revise,

improve, and consolidate provisions of
law providing benefits and services for
homeless veterans, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2716

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS;

REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Stuart Collick—Heather French Henry
Homeless Veterans Assistance Act’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents; ref-
erences to title 38, United
States Code.

Definitions.

National goal to end homelessness
among veterans.

Sense of the Congress regarding the
needs of homeless veterans and
the responsibility of Federal
agencies.

Consolidation and improvement of
provisions of law relating to
homeless veterans.

Evaluation of homeless programs.

Study of outcome effectiveness of
grant program for homeless
veterans with special needs.

Additional programmatic expansions.

Coordination of employment serv-
ices.

10. Use of real property.

11. Meetings of Interagency Council on

Homeless.

12. Rental assistance vouchers for HUD
Veterans Affairs Supported
Housing program.

(c) REFERENCES TO TITLE 38 UNITED STATES
CODE.—Except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided, whenever in this Act an amendment
or repeal is expressed in terms of an amend-
ment to, or repeal of, a section or other pro-
vision, the reference shall be considered to
be made to a section or other provision of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act:

(1) The term ‘“‘homeless veteran’ has the
meaning given such term in section 2002 of
title 38, United States Code, as added by sec-
tion 5(a)(1).

(2) The term ‘‘grant and per diem provider”’
means an entity in receipt of a grant under
section 2011 or 2012 of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL GOAL TO END HOMELESSNESS

AMONG VETERANS.

(a) NATIONAL GOAL.—Congress hereby de-
clares it to be a national goal to end chronic
homelessness among veterans within a dec-
ade of the enactment of this Act.

(b) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS ENCOURAGED.—
Congress hereby encourages all departments
and agencies of Federal, State, and local
governments, quasi-governmental organiza-
tions, private and public sector entities, in-
cluding community-based organizations,
faith-based organizations, and individuals to
work cooperatively to end chronic homeless-
ness among veterans within a decade.

SEC. 4. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS REGARDING

THE NEEDS OF HOMELESS VET-
ERANS AND THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) homelessness is a significant problem in
the veterans community and veterans are

Sec. 2.
Sec. 3.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.
Sec. T.

Sec. 8.
Sec. 9.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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disproportionately represented among home-
less men;

(2) While many effective programs assist
homeless veterans to again become produc-
tive and self-sufficient members of society,
current resources provided to such programs
and other activities that assist homeless vet-
erans are inadequate to provide all needed
essential services, assistance, and support to
homeless veterans;

(3) the most effective programs for the as-
sistance of homeless veterans should be iden-
tified and expanded;

(4) federally funded programs for homeless
veterans should be held accountable for
achieving clearly defined results;

(b) Federal efforts to assist homeless vet-
erans should include prevention of homeless-
ness; and

(6) Federal agencies, particularly the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
should cooperate more fully to address the
problem of homelessness among veterans.
SEC. 5. CONSOLIDATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF

PROVISIONS OF LAW RELATING TO
HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Part II is amended by
inserting after chapter 19 the following new
chapter:

“CHAPTER 20—BENEFITS FOR HOMELESS
VETERANS
‘“‘SUBCHAPTER I—PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS;
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
“Sec.
€42001.
€¢2002.

Purpose.

Definitions.

€“2003. Staffing requirements.

€2004. Employment assistance.
‘“‘SUBCHAPTER II—COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE

PROGRAMS

¢2011. Grants.

€“2012. Per diem payments.

€2013. Authorization of appropriations.
‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—TRAINING AND OUTREACH

€2021. Homeless veterans’ reintegration pro-
grams.

¢“2022. Coordination of outreach services for
veterans at risk of homeless-
ness.

€2023. Demonstration program relating to
referral and counseling for vet-
erans transitioning from cer-
tain institutions who are at
risk for homelessness.

‘““SUBCHAPTER IV—TREATMENT AND REHABILI-
TATION FOR SERIOUSLY MENTALLY ILL AND
HOMELESS VETERANS

¢“2031. General treatment.

¢2032. Therapeutic housing.

©“2033. Additional services at certain loca-
tions.

Coordination with other agencies and
organizations.

‘‘SUBCHAPTER V—HOUSING ASSISTANCE

¢2041. Housing assistance for homeless vet-
erans.

¢2042. Supported housing for veterans par-
ticipating in compensated work
therapies.

€2043. Domiciliary care programs.

‘‘SUBCHAPTER VI—LOAN GUARANTEE FOR
MULTIFAMILY TRANSITIONAL HOUSING

¢2051. General authority.
©‘20562. Requirements.
€‘2053. Default.

€‘2054. Audit.

‘“SUBCHAPTER VII—OTHER PROVISIONS

€2061. Grant program for homeless veterans
with special needs.
€“2062. Dental care.

°2034.
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¢2063. Technical assistance grants for non-
profit community-based groups.

¢2064. Annual report on assistance to home-
less veterans.

¢“2065. Advisory Committee on Homeless Vet-
erans.

“SUBCHAPTER I—PURPOSE; DEFINI-

TIONS; ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
“§2001. Purpose

““The purpose of this chapter is to provide
for the special needs of homeless veterans.

“§ 2002. Definitions

““‘In this chapter:

‘(1) The term ‘homeless veteran’ means a
veteran who—

‘““(A) lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence; or

‘(B) has a primary nighttime residence
that is—

‘(i) a supervised publicly or privately oper-
ated shelter designed to provide temporary
living accommodations (including welfare
hotels, congregate shelters, grant per diem
shelters and transitional housing for the
mentally ill);

‘(ii) an institution that provides a tem-
porary residence for individuals intended to
be institutionalized; or

‘“(iii) a public or private place not designed
for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings.

‘“(2) The term ‘grant and per diem provider’
means an entity in receipt of a grant under
section 2011 or 2012 of this title.

“§2003. Staffing requirements

‘“(a) VBA STAFFING AT REGIONAL OFFICES.—
The Secretary shall ensure that there is as-
signed at each Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration regional office at least one employee
assigned specifically to oversee and coordi-
nate homeless veterans programs in that re-
gion. In any such regional office with at
least 140 employees, there shall be at least
one full-time employee assigned to such
functions. The programs covered by such
oversight and coordination include the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) The housing program for veterans sup-
ported by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

‘“(2) Housing programs supported by the
Secretary under this title or any other provi-
sion of law.

‘“(3) The homeless veterans reintegration
program of the Department of Labor under
section 2021 of this title.

‘“(4) The programs under section 2033 of
this title.

‘() The assessments required by section
2034 of this title.

‘4(6) Such other duties relating to homeless
veterans as may be assigned.

‘“(b) VHA CASE MANAGERS.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the number of case man-
agers in the Veterans Health Administration
is sufficient to assure that every veteran
who is provided a housing voucher through
section 8(0) of the United States Housing Act
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)) is assigned to, and
is able to be seen as needed by, a case man-
ager.

“§2004. Employment assistance

‘“The Secretary may authorize homeless
veterans receiving care through vocational
rehabilitation programs to participate in the
compensated work therapy program under
section 1718 of this title.

“SUBCHAPTER II-COMPREHENSIVE
SERVICE PROGRAMS

“§2011. Grants

‘“(a) AUTHORITY TO MAKE GRANTS.—(1) Sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations pro-
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vided for such purpose, the Secretary shall
make grants to assist eligible entities in es-
tablishing programs to furnish, and expand-
ing or modifying existing programs for fur-
nishing, the following to homeless veterans:

““(A) Outreach.

‘(B) Rehabilitative services.

‘“(C) Vocational counseling and training.

‘(D) Transitional housing assistance.

‘“(2) The authority of the Secretary to
make grants under this section expires on
September 30, 2005.

“(b) CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF GRANTS.—The
Secretary shall establish criteria and re-
quirements for the award of a grant under
this section, including criteria for entities
eligible to receive such grants, and shall pub-
lish such criteria and requirements in the
Federal Register. The criteria established
under this section shall include the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) Specification as to the kinds of
projects for which such grant support is
available, which shall include—

““(A) expansion, remodeling, or alteration
of existing buildings, or acquisition of facili-
ties, for use as service centers, transitional
housing, or other facilities to serve homeless
veterans; and

“(B) procurement of vans for use in out-
reach to, and transportation for, homeless
veterans to carry out the purposes set forth
in subsection (a).

‘(2) Specification as to the number of
projects for which grant support is available.

““(3) Appropriate criteria for the staffing
for the provision of the services for which a
grant under this section is furnished.

‘“(4) Provisions to ensure that the award of
grants under this section—

““(A) shall not result in duplication of on-
going services; and

‘“(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
shall reflect appropriate geographic disper-
sion and an appropriate balance between
urban and nonurban locations.

‘“(6) Provisions to ensure that an entity re-
ceiving a grant shall meet fire and safety re-
quirements established by the Secretary,
which shall include—

““(A) such State and community require-
ments that may apply; and

“(B) the fire and safety requirements appli-
cable under the Life Safety Code of the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association.

‘(6) Specifications as to the means by
which an entity receiving a grant may con-
tribute in-kind services to the start-up costs
of any project for which support is sought
and the methodology for assigning a cost to
that contribution for purposes of subsection

c).

‘‘(c) FUNDING LIMITATIONS.—A grant under
this section may not be used to support oper-
ational costs. The amount of a grant under
this section may not exceed 65 percent of the
estimated cost of the expansion, remodeling,
alteration, acquisition, or procurement pro-
vided for under this section.

‘(d) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary
may make a grant under this section to an
entity applying for such a grant only if the
applicant for the grant—

‘(1) is a public or nonprofit private entity
with the capacity (as determined by the Sec-
retary) to effectively administer a grant
under this section;

“(2) has demonstrated that adequate finan-
cial support will be available to carry out
the project for which the grant has been
sought consistent with the plans, specifica-
tions, and schedule submitted by the appli-
cant; and

““(3) has agreed to meet the applicable cri-
teria and requirements established under
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subsections (b) and (g) (and the Secretary
has determined that the applicant has dem-
onstrated the capacity to meet those criteria
and requirements).

‘‘(e) APPLICATION REQUIREMENT.—AnN entity
described in subsection (d) desiring to re-
ceive assistance under this section shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application. The ap-
plication shall set forth the following:

‘(1) The amount of the grant requested
with respect to a project.

““(2) A description of the site for such
project.

“(3) Plans, specifications, and the schedule
for implementation of such project in ac-
cordance with requirements prescribed by
the Secretary under subsection (b).

‘‘(4) Reasonable assurance that upon com-
pletion of the work for which assistance is
sought, the program will become operational
and the facilities will be used principally to
provide to veterans the services for which
the project was designed, and that not more
than 25 percent of the services provided will
serve clients who are not receiving such
services as veterans.

“(f) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may not make a grant to an applicant
under this section unless the applicant, in
the application for the grant, agrees to each
of the following requirements:

‘(1) To provide the services for which the
grant is furnished at locations accessible to
homeless veterans.

‘“(2) To maintain referral networks for, and
aid homeless veterans in, establishing eligi-
bility for assistance, and obtaining services,
under available entitlement and assistance
programs.

“3) To ensure the confidentiality of
records maintained on homeless veterans re-
ceiving services under the grant.

‘“(4) To establish such procedures for fiscal
control and fund accounting as may be nec-
essary to ensure proper disbursement and ac-
counting with respect to the grant and to
such payments as may be made under sec-
tion 2012 of this title.

“(6) To seek to employ homeless veterans
and formerly homeless veterans in positions
created for purposes of the grant for which
those veterans are qualified.

‘(g) SERVICE CENTER REQUIREMENTS.—In
addition to criteria established under sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall, in the case
of an application for a grant for a service
center for homeless veterans, require each of
the following:

‘(1) That such center provide services to
homeless veterans during such hours as the
Secretary may specify and be open to such
veterans on an as-needed, unscheduled basis.

“(2) That space at such center will be made
available, as mutually agreeable, for use by
staff of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
the Department of Labor, and other appro-
priate agencies and organizations in assist-
ing homeless veterans served by such center.

“(3) That such center be equipped and
staffed to provide, or to assist in providing,
health care, mental health services, hygiene
facilities, benefits and employment coun-
seling, meals, transportation assistance, and
such other services as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary.

‘“(4) That such center may be equipped and
staffed to provide, or to assist in providing,
job training and job placement services (in-
cluding job readiness, job counseling, and lit-
eracy and skills training), as well as any out-
reach and case management services that
may be necessary to carry out this para-
graph.

“(h) RECOVERY OF UNUSED GRANT FUNDS.—
(1) If a grant recipient (or entity eligible for
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such a grant) under this section does not es-
tablish a program in accordance with this
section or ceases to furnish services under
such a program for which the grant was
made, the United States shall be entitled to
recover from such recipient or entity the
total of all unused grant amounts made
under this section to such recipient or entity
in connection with such program.

‘“(2) Any amount recovered by the United
States under paragraph (1) may be obligated
by the Secretary without fiscal year limita-
tion to carry out provisions of this sub-
chapter.

“(3) An amount may not be recovered
under paragraph (1) as an unused grant
amount before the end of the three-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the
grant is awarded.

“§2012. Per diem payments

‘““(a) PER DIEM PAYMENTS FOR FURNISHING
SERVICES TO HOMELESS VETERANS.—(1) Sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations pro-
vided for such purpose, the Secretary, pursu-
ant to such criteria as the Secretary shall
prescribe, shall provide to a recipient of a
grant under section 2011 of this title (or an
entity eligible to receive a grant under that
section which after November 10, 1992, estab-
lishes a program that the Secretary deter-
mines carries out the purposes described in
that section) per diem payments for services
furnished to any homeless veteran—

‘“(A) whom the Secretary has referred to
the grant recipient (or entity eligible for
such a grant); or

‘(B) for whom the Secretary has author-
ized the provision of services.

‘“(2) The rate for such per diem payments
shall be the rate authorized for State homes
for domiciliary care under section
1741(a)(1)(A) of this title.

‘“(3) In a case in which the Secretary has
authorized the provision of services, per
diem payments under paragraph (1) may be
paid retroactively for services provided not
more than three days before the authoriza-
tion was provided.

‘“(b) INSPECTIONS.—The Secretary may in-
spect any facility of an entity eligible for
payments under subsection (a) at such times
as the Secretary considers necessary. No per
diem payment may be made to an entity
under this section unless the facilities of
that entity meet such standards as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe.

‘“(c) LIFE SAFETY CODE.—(1) Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (2), a per diem payment
may not be provided under this section to a
grant recipient unless the facilities of the
grant recipient meet the fire and safety re-
quirements applicable under the Life Safety
Code of the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation.

‘“(2) During the five-year period beginning
on the date of the enactment of this section,
paragraph (1) shall not apply to an entity
that received a grant under section 3 of the
Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Service
Programs Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-590; 38
U.S.C. 7721 note) before that date if the enti-
ty meets fire and safety requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary.

‘“(3) From amounts available for purposes
of this section, not less than $5,000,000 shall
be used only for grants to assist entities cov-
ered by paragraph (2) in meeting the Life
Safety Code of the National Fire Protection
Association.

“§2013. Authorization of appropriations

““There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this subchapter amounts as fol-
lows:
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‘(1) $60,000,000 for fiscal year 2002.
““(2) 875,000,000 for fiscal year 2003.
““(3) $75,000,000 for fiscal year 2004.
““(4) $75,000,000 for fiscal year 2005.
“SUBCHAPTER III—TRAINING AND
OUTREACH

“§2021. Homeless veterans’ reintegration pro-
grams

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations provided for under
subsection (d) and made available for such
purpose, the Secretary of Labor shall con-
duct, directly or through grant or contract,
such programs as the Secretary determines
appropriate to provide job training, coun-
seling, and placement services to expedite
the reintegration of homeless veterans into
the labor force.

“(b) REQUIREMENT TO MONITOR EXPENDI-
TURES OF FUNDS.—(1) The Secretary of Labor
shall collect such information as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to monitor and
evaluate the distribution and expenditure of
funds appropriated to carry out this section.
The information shall include data with re-
spect to the results or outcomes of the serv-
ices provided to each homeless veteran under
this section.

‘“(2) The information under paragraph (1)
shall be furnished to the Secretary of Labor
in such form as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

““(c) ADMINISTRATION THROUGH THE ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF LABOR FOR VETERANS’ EM-
PLOYMENT AND TRAINING.—The Secretary of
Labor shall carry out this section through
the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Vet-
erans’ Employment and Training.

“(d) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The
Secretary of Liabor shall submit to Congress
an annual report that evaluates services fur-
nished to veterans under this section, and in-
cludes an analysis of the information col-
lected under subsection (c).

‘“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
(1) There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this section amounts as follows:

‘“(A) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2002.

“(B) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2003.

“(C) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2004.

‘(D) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2005.

“(E) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2006.

‘(2) Funds appropriated to carry out this
section shall remain available until ex-
pended. Funds obligated in any fiscal year to
carry out this section may be expended in
that fiscal year and the succeeding fiscal
year.

“§2022. Coordination of outreach services for
veterans at risk of homelessness

‘“(a) OUTREACH PLAN.—The Secretary, act-
ing through the Under Secretary for Health,
shall provide for appropriate officials of the
Mental Health Service and the Readjustment
Counseling Service of the Veterans Health
Administration to initiate a coordinated
plan for joint outreach to veterans at risk of
homelessness, including particularly vet-
erans who are being discharged from institu-
tions (including discharges from inpatient
psychiatric care, substance abuse treatment
programs, and penal institutions).

“(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The out-
reach plan under subsection (a) shall include
the following:

‘(1) Strategies to identify and collaborate
with external entities used by veterans who
have not traditionally used Department
services to further outreach efforts.

‘“(2) Strategies to ensure that mentoring
programs, recovery support groups, and
other appropriate support networks are opti-
mally available to veterans.
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‘“(3) Appropriate programs or referrals to
family support programs.

‘“(4) Means to increase access to case man-
agement services.

‘() Plans for making additional employ-
ment services accessible to veterans.

‘“(6) Appropriate referral sources for men-
tal health and substance abuse services.

‘“(c) COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIPS.—The
plan shall identify strategies for the Depart-
ment to enter into formal cooperative rela-
tionships with entities outside the Depart-
ment to facilitate making services and re-
sources optimally available to veterans.

‘(d) REVIEW OF PLAN.—The Secretary shall
submit the plan under subsection (a) to the
Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans
for its review and consultation.

‘“(e) OUTREACH PROGRAM.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall carry out an outreach program
to provide information to homeless veterans
and veterans at risk of homelessness. The
program shall include at a minimum—

““(A) provision of information about bene-
fits available to eligible veterans from the
Department; and

‘(B) contact information for local Depart-
ment facilities, including medical facilities,
regional offices, and veterans centers.

‘(2) In developing and carrying out the
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall, to the extent practicable, consult with
appropriate public and private organizations,
including the Bureau of Prisons, State social
service agencies, the Department of Defense,
and mental health, veterans, and homeless
advocates—

““(A) for assistance in identifying and con-
tacting veterans who are homeless or at risk
of homelessness;

‘“(B) to coordinate appropriate outreach
activities with those organizations; and

“(C) to coordinate services provided to vet-
erans with services provided by those organi-
zations.

“(f) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this section, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and House of Representatives a
report on the Secretary’s plan under sub-
section (a), including goals and time lines for
implementation of the plan for particular fa-
cilities and service networks.

“§2023. Demonstration program relating to
referral and counseling for veterans
transitioning from certain institutions who
are at risk for homelessness
‘“‘(a) PROGRAM AUTHORITY.—The Secretary

and the Secretary of Labor (hereinafter in
this section referred to as the ‘Secretaries’)
shall carry out a demonstration program for
the purpose of determining the costs and
benefits of providing referral and counseling
services to eligible veterans with respect to
benefits and services available to such vet-
erans under this title and under State law.

“(b) LOCATION OF DEMONSTRATION PRO-
GRAM.—The demonstration program shall be
carried out in at least six locations. One lo-
cation shall be a penal institution under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Prisons.

‘“(c) SCOPE OF PROGRAM.—(1) To the extent
practicable, the demonstration program
shall provide both referral and counseling,
and in the case of counseling, shall include
counseling with respect to job training and
placement, housing, health care, and such
other benefits to assist the eligible veteran
in the transition from institutional living.

““(2)(A) To the extent that referral or coun-
seling services are provided at a location
under the program, referral services shall be
provided in person during the 60-day period
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that precedes the date of release or discharge
of the eligible veteran under subsection
(£)(1)(B), and counseling services shall be fur-
nished after such date.

‘“(B) The Secretaries may furnish to offi-
cials of penal institutions outreach informa-
tion with respect to referral and counseling
services for presentation to veterans in the
custody of such officials during the 18-month
period that precedes such date of release or
discharge.

‘“(3) The Secretaries may enter into con-
tracts to carry out the counseling required
under the demonstration program with enti-
ties or organizations that meet such require-
ments as the Secretaries may establish.

‘“(4) In developing the demonstration pro-
gram, the Secretaries shall consult with offi-
cials of the Bureau of Prisons, officials of
penal institutions of States and political
subdivisions of States, and such other offi-
cials as the Secretaries determine appro-
priate.

‘‘(d) REPORT.—(1) Not later than two years
after the commencement of the demonstra-
tion program, the Secretary (after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Labor) shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report on the program.

‘“(2) The report under paragraph (1) shall
include the following:

‘““(A) A description of the implementation
and operation of the program.

‘(B) An evaluation of the effectiveness of
the program.

‘“(C) Recommendations, if any, regarding
an extension of the program.

‘‘(e) DURATION.—The authority of the Sec-
retaries to provide counseling services under
the demonstration program shall cease on
the date that is four years after the date of
the commencement of the demonstration
program.

‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘eligible veteran’ means a
veteran who—

‘“(A) is a resident of a penal institution or
an institution that provides long-term care
for mental illness;

‘4(B) is expected to be imminently released
or discharged (as the case may be) from the
facility or institution; and

‘(C) is at risk for homelessness absent re-
ferral and counseling services provided under
the program (as determined under guidelines
established by the Secretaries).

‘“(2) The term ‘imminent’ means, with re-
spect to a release or discharge under para-
graph (1)(B), the 60-day period that ends on
the date of such release or discharge.
“SUBCHAPTER V—HOUSING ASSISTANCE
“§2042. Supported housing for veterans par-

ticipating in compensated work therapies

““The Secretary may authorize homeless
veterans in the compensated work therapy
program to be provided housing through the
therapeutic residence program under section
2032 of title or through grant and per diem
providers under subchapter II of this chap-
ter.

“§2043. Domiciliary care programs

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may es-
tablish up to 10 programs under section
1710(b) of this title (in addition to any such
program that is established as of the date of
the enactment of this section) to provide
domiciliary services under such section to
homeless veterans.

“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary $5,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2003 and 2004 to establish the programs
referred to in subsection (a).
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“SUBCHAPTER VII—OTHER PROVISIONS
“§2061. Grant program for homeless veterans
with special needs

‘“‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
carry out a program to make grants to
health care facilities of the Department and
to grant and per diem providers in order to
encourage development by those facilities
and providers of programs targeted at meet-
ing special needs within the population of
homeless veterans.

““(b) SPECIAL NEEDS.—For purposes of this
section, homeless veterans with special
needs include homeless veterans who—

‘(1) are women;

‘“(2) are 50 years of age or older;

“(3) are substance abusers;

‘“(4) are persons with post-traumatic stress
disorder;

(b)) are terminally ill;

“(6) are chronically mentally ill; or

“(T) have care of minor dependents or other
family members.

‘“(c) FUNDING.—(1) From amounts appro-
priated to the Department for ‘Medical Care’
for each of fiscal years 2003, 2004, and 2005,
the amount of $10,000,000 shall be available
for the purposes of the program under this
section.

‘(2) The Secretary shall ensure that funds
for grants under this section are designated
for the first three years of operation of the
program under this section as a special pur-
pose program for which funds are not allo-
cated through the Veterans Equitable Re-
source Allocation system.

“§2062. Dental care

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of section
1712(a)(1)(H) of this title, outpatient dental
services and treatment of a dental condition
or disability of a veteran described in sub-
section (b) shall be considered to be medi-
cally necessary, subject to subsection (c),
if—

‘(1) the dental services and treatment are
necessary for the veteran to successfully
gain or regain employment;

““(2) the dental services and treatment are
necessary to alleviate pain; or

““(3) the dental services and treatment are
necessary for treatment of moderate, severe,
or severe and complicated gingival and peri-
odontal pathology.

“(b) ELIGIBLE VETERANS.—Subsection (a)
applies to a veteran who is—

‘(1) enrolled for care under section 1705(a)
of this title; and

“(2) who is receiving care (directly or by
contract) in any of the following settings:

““(A) A domiciliary under section 1710 of
this title.

‘“(B) A therapeutic residence under section
2032 of this title.

“(C) Community residential care coordi-
nated by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
under section 1730 of this title.

“(D) A setting for which the Secretary pro-
vides funds for a grant and per diem pro-
vider.

“‘(c) LIMITATION.—Dental benefits provided
by reason of this section shall be a one-time
course of dental care provided in the same
manner as the dental benefits provided to a
newly discharged veteran.

“§2063. Technical assistance grants for non-
profit community-based groups

‘‘(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall
carry out a program to make technical as-
sistance grants to nonprofit community-
based groups with experience in providing as-
sistance to homeless veterans in order to as-
sist such groups in applying for grants under
this chapter and other grants relating to ad-
dressing problems of homeless veterans.
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‘“(b) FUNDING.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to the Secretary the amount of
$750,000 for each of fiscal years 2002 through
2005 to carry out the program under this sec-
tion.

“§2064. Annual report on assistance to home-
less veterans

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than April
15 of each year, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and House of Representatives a
report on the activities of the Department
during the calendar year preceding the re-
port under programs of the Department
under this chapter and other programs of the
Department for the provision of assistance
to homeless veterans.

“(b) GENERAL CONTENTS OF REPORT.—Each
report under subsection (a) shall include the
following:

‘(1) The number of homeless veterans pro-
vided assistance under those programs.

‘“(2) The cost to the Department of pro-
viding such assistance under those programs.

“(3) Any other information on those pro-
grams and on the provision of such assist-
ance that the Secretary considers appro-
priate.

‘“(4) The Secretary’s evaluation of the ef-
fectiveness of the programs of the Depart-
ment (including residential work-therapy
programs, programs combining outreach,
community-based residential treatment, and
case-management, and contract care pro-
grams for alcohol and drug-dependence or
use disabilities) in providing assistance to
homeless veterans.

“(6) The Secretary’s evaluation of the ef-
fectiveness of programs established by re-
cipients of grants under section 2011 of this
title and a description of the experience of
those recipients in applying for and receiv-
ing grants from the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development to serve primarily
homeless persons who are veterans.

“(c) HEALTH CARE CONTENTS OF REPORT.—
Each report under subsection (a) shall in-
clude the following with respect to programs
of the Department addressing health care
needs of homeless veterans:

‘(1) Information about expenditures, costs,
and workload under the program of the De-
partment known as the Health Care for
Homeless Veterans program (HCHV).

‘“(2) Information about the veterans con-
tacted through that program.

“(3) Information about processes under
that program.

‘“(4) Information about program treatment
outcomes under that program.

“(6) Information about supported housing
programs.

“(6) Information about the Department’s
grant and per diem provider program under
subchapter II of this chapter.

“(7) Other information the Secretary con-
siders relevant in assessing the program.

“§2065. Advisory Committee on Homeless
Veterans

‘““(a)(1) There is established in the Depart-
ment the Advisory Committee on Homeless
Veterans (hereinafter in this section referred
to as the ‘Committee’).

‘(2) The Committee shall consist of not
more than 15 members appointed by the Sec-
retary from among the following:

““(A) Veterans service organizations.

‘“(B) Advocates of homeless veterans and
other homeless individuals.

“(C) Community-based providers of serv-
ices to homeless individuals.

(D) Previously homeless veterans.

“(E) State veterans affairs officials.
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“(F) Experts in the treatment of individ-
uals with mental illness.

‘(&) Experts in the treatment of substance
use disorders.

‘“(H) Experts in the development of perma-
nent housing alternatives for lower income
populations.

‘“(I) Experts in vocational rehabilitation.

‘(J) Such other organizations or groups as
the Secretary considers appropriate.

‘“(83) The Committee shall include, as ex
officio members—

‘““(A) the Secretary of Labor (or a rep-
resentative of the Secretary selected after
consultation with the Assistant Secretary of
Labor for Veterans’ Employment);

‘(B) the Secretary of Defense (or a rep-
resentative of the Secretary);

‘(C) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services (or a representative of the Sec-
retary); and

‘(D) the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development (or a representative of the Sec-
retary).

‘“(4) The Secretary shall determine the
terms of service and pay and allowances of
the members of the Committee, except that
a term of service may not exceed three
years. The Secretary may reappoint any
member for additional terms of service.

‘““(b)(1) The Secretary shall, on a regular
basis, consult with and seek the advice of the
Committee with respect to the provision by
the Department of benefits and services to
homeless veterans.

‘“(2)(A) In providing advice to the Sec-
retary under this subsection, the Committee
shall—

‘(i) assemble and review information relat-
ing to the needs of homeless veterans;

‘“(ii) provide an on-going assessment of the
effectiveness of the policies, organizational
structures, and services of the Department
in assisting homeless veterans; and

‘“(iii) provide on-going advice on the most
appropriate means of providing assistance to
homeless veterans.

‘4(8) The Committee shall—

‘“(A) review the continuum of services pro-
vided by the Department directly or by con-
tract in order to define cross-cutting issues
and to improve coordination of all services
with the Department that are involved in ad-
dressing the special needs of homeless vet-
erans;

“(B) identify (through the annual assess-
ments under section 2034 of this title and
other available resources) gaps in programs
of the Department in serving homeless vet-
erans, including identification of geographic
areas with unmet needs, and provide rec-
ommendations to address those program
gaps;

‘4(C) identify gaps in existing information
systems on homeless veterans, both within
and outside of the Department, and provide
recommendations about redressing problems
in data collection;

‘(D) identify barriers under existing laws
and policies to effective coordination by the
Department with other Federal agencies and
with State and local agencies addressing
homeless populations;

“(E) identify opportunities for increased li-
aison by the Department with nongovern-
mental organizations and individual groups
addressing homeless populations;

‘“(F) with appropriate officials of the De-
partment designated by the Secretary, par-
ticipate with the Interagency Council on the
Homeless under title II of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11311 et seq.);
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“(G) recommend appropriate funding levels
for specialized programs for homeless vet-
erans provided or funded by the Department;

‘‘(H) recommend appropriate placement op-
tions for veterans who, because of advanced
age, frailty, or severe mental illness, may
not be appropriate candidates for vocational
rehabilitation or independent living; and

“(I) perform such other functions as the
Secretary may direct.

“(c)(1) Not later than March 31 of each
year, the Committee shall submit to the Sec-
retary a report on the programs and activi-
ties of the Department that relate to home-
less veterans. Each such report shall in-
clude—

“(A) an assessment of the needs of home-
less veterans;

“(B) a review of the programs and activi-
ties of the Department designed to meet
such needs;

‘“(C) a review of the activities of the Com-
mittee; and

‘(D) such recommendations (including rec-
ommendations for administrative and legis-
lative action) as the Committee considers
appropriate.

‘(2) Not later than 90 days after the receipt
of a report under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall transmit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of
Representatives a copy of the report, to-
gether with any comments and recommenda-
tions concerning the report that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

‘“(3) The Committee may also submit to
the Secretary such other reports and rec-
ommendations as the Committee considers
appropriate.

‘“(4) The Secretary shall submit with each
annual report submitted to the Congress pur-
suant to section 529 of this title a summary
of all reports and recommendations of the
Committee submitted to the Secretary since
the previous annual report of the Secretary
submitted pursuant to that section.

‘““(d) The Committee shall cease to exist
December 31, 2006.”".

(2) The tables of chapters before part I and
at the beginning of part II are each amended
by inserting after the item relating to chap-
ter 19 the following new item:
¢“20. Benefits for Homeless Veterans .. 2001

(b) HEALTH CARE.—(1) Subchapter VII of
chapter 17 is transferred to chapter 20 (as
added by subsection (a)), inserted after sec-
tion 2023 (as so added), and redesignated as
subchapter IV, and sections 1771, 1772, 1773,
and 1774 therein are redesignated as sections
2031, 2032, 2033, and 2034, respectively.

(2) Subsection (a)(3) of section 2031, as so
transferred and redesignated, is amended by
striking ‘‘section 1772 of this title”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 2032 of this title’.

(c) HOUSING ASSISTANCE.—Section 3735 is
transferred to chapter 20 (as added by sub-
section (a)), inserted after the heading for
subchapter V, and redesignated as section
2041.

(d) MULTIFAMILY TRANSITIONAL HOUSING.—
(1) Subchapter VI of chapter 37 (other than
section 3771) is transferred to chapter 20 (as
added by subsection (a)) and inserted after
section 2043 (as added by subsection (a)), and
sections 3772, 3773, 3774, and 3775 therein are
redesignated as sections 20561, 2052, 2053, and
2054, respectively.

(2) Such subchapter is amended—

(A) in the heading, by striking
HOMELESS VETERANS”;

(B) in subsection (d)(1) of section 2051, as so
transferred and redesignated, by striking
‘“‘section 3773 of this title” and inserting
“‘section 20562 of this title’’; and

“FOR
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(C) in subsection (a) of section 20562, as so
transferred and redesignated, by striking
“‘section 3772 of this title” and inserting
‘‘section 2051 of this title’.

(8) Section 3771 is repealed.

(e) REPEAL OF CODIFIED PROVISIONS.—The
following provisions of law are repealed:

(1) Sections 3, 4, and 12 of the Homeless
Veterans Comprehensive Service Programs
Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-590; 38 U.S.C. 7721
note).

(2) Section 1001 of the Veterans’ Benefits
Improvements Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-
446; 38 U.S.C. 7721 note).

(3) Section 4111.

(4) Section 738 of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11448).

(f) EXTENSION OF EXPIRING AUTHORITIES.—
Subsection (b) of section 2031, as redesig-
nated by subsection (b)(1), and subsection (d)
of section 2033, as so redesignated, are
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2001’ and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2006°".

(g) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) The table of sections at the beginning of
chapter 17 is amended by striking the item
relating to subchapter VII and the items re-
lating to sections 1771, 1772, 1773, and 1774.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of
chapter 37 is amended—

(A) by striking the item relating to section
3735; and

(B) by striking the item relating to sub-
chapter VI and the items relating to sections
3771, 3772, 3773, 3774, and 3775.

(3) The table of sections at the beginning of
chapter 41 is amended by striking the item
relating to section 4111.

SEC. 6. EVALUATION OF HOMELESS PROGRAMS.

(a) EVALUATION CENTERS.—The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall support the con-
tinuation within the Department of Veterans
Affairs of at least one center for evaluation
to monitor the structure, process, and out-
come of programs of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs that address homeless veterans.

(b) ANNUAL PROGRAM ASSESSMENT.—Sec-
tion 2034(b), as transferred and redesignated
by section 5(b)(1), is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘annual’’ in paragraph (1)
after ‘‘to make an’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(6) The Secretary shall review each an-
nual assessment under this subsection and
shall consolidate the findings and conclu-
sions of those assessments into an annual re-
port to be submitted to Congress.”.

SEC. 7. STUDY OF OUTCOME EFFECTIVENESS OF
GRANT PROGRAM FOR HOMELESS
VETERANS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall conduct a study of the effective-
ness during fiscal year 2002 through fiscal
year 2004 of the grant program under section
2061 of title 38, United States Code, as added
by section 5(a), in meeting the needs of
homeless veterans with special needs (as
specified in that section). As part of the
study, the Secretary shall compare the re-
sults of programs carried out under that sec-
tion, in terms of veterans’ satisfaction,
health status, reduction in addiction sever-
ity, housing, and encouragement of produc-
tive activity, with results for similar vet-
erans in programs of the Department or of
grant and per diem providers that are de-
signed to meet the general needs of homeless
veterans.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 31, 2005,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report setting
forth the results of the study under sub-
section (a).
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SEC. 8. ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMATIC EXPAN-
SIONS.

(a) ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.—
Section 1706 is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘‘(c) The Secretary shall develop standards
to ensure that mental health services are
available to veterans in a manner similar to
the manner in which primary care is avail-
able to veterans who require services by en-
suring that each primary care health care fa-
cility of the Department has a mental health
treatment capacity.”’.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE HOMELESS SERVICES
PROGRAM.—Subsection (b) of section 2033, as
transferred and redesignated by section
5(b)(1), is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘not fewer’ in the first sen-
tence and all that follows through ‘‘services)
at’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
sentence: ‘“The Secretary shall carry out the
program under this section in sites in at
least each of the 20 largest metropolitan sta-
tistical areas.”.

(c) OPIOID SUBSTITUTION THERAPY.—Section
1720A is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

‘“(d) The Secretary shall ensure that opioid
substitution therapy is available at each De-
partment medical center.”’.

SEC. 9. COORDINATION OF EMPLOYMENT SERV-
ICES.

(a) DISABLED VETERANS’ OUTREACH PRO-
GRAM.—Section 4103A(c) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(11) Coordination of services provided to
veterans with training assistance provided to
veterans by entities receiving financial as-
sistance under section 2021 of this title.”.

(b) LOCAL VETERANS' EMPLOYMENT REP-
RESENTATIVES.—Section 4104(b) is amended
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘“(13) Coordinate services provided to vet-
erans with training assistance for veterans
provided by entities receiving financial as-
sistance under section 2021 of this title.”.
SEC. 10. USE OF REAL PROPERTY.

(a) LIMITATION ON DECLARING PROPERTY
EXCESS TO THE NEEDS OF THE DEPARTMENT.—
Section 8122(d) is amended by inserting be-
fore the period at the end the following: ‘‘and
is not suitable for use for the provision of
services to homeless veterans by the Depart-
ment or by another entity under an en-
hanced-use lease of such property under sec-
tion 8162 of this title”.

(b) WAIVER OF COMPETITIVE SELECTION
PROCESS FOR ENHANCED-USE LEASES FOR
PROPERTIES USED TO SERVE HOMELESS VET-
ERANS.—Section 8162(b)(1) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(A)’" after ““(b)(1)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) In the case of a property that the Sec-
retary determines is appropriate for use as a
facility to furnish services to homeless vet-
erans under chapter 20 of this title, the Sec-
retary may enter into an enhanced-use lease
without regard to the selection procedures
required under subparagraph (A).”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (b) shall apply to leases
entered into on or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 11. MEETINGS OF INTERAGENCY COUNCIL
ON HOMELESS.

Section 202(c) of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11312(c))
is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(c) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet at
the call of its Chairperson or a majority of
its members, but not less often than annu-
ally.”.
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SEC. 12. RENTAL ASSISTANCE VOUCHERS
HUD VETERANS AFFAIRS
PORTED HOUSING PROGRAM.

Section 8(o) of the United States Housing
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(19) RENTAL VOUCHERS FOR VETERANS AF-
FAIRS SUPPORTED HOUSING PROGRAM.—

““(A) SET ASIDE.—Subject to subparagraph
(C), the Secretary shall set aside, from
amounts made available for rental assist-
ance under this subsection, the amounts
specified in subparagraph (B) for use only for
providing such assistance through a sup-
ported housing program administered in con-
junction with the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Such program shall provide rental
assistance on behalf of homeless veterans
who have chronic mental illnesses or chronic
substance use disorders, shall require agree-
ment of the veteran to continued treatment
for such mental illness or substance use dis-
order as a condition of receipt of such rental
assistance, and shall ensure such treatment
and appropriate case management for each
veteran receiving such rental assistance.

“(B) AMOUNT.—The amount specified in
this subparagraph is—

‘(i) for fiscal year 2003, the amount nec-
essary to provide 500 vouchers for rental as-
sistance under this subsection;

‘“(ii) for fiscal year 2004, the amount nec-
essary to provide 1,000 vouchers for rental as-
sistance under this subsection;

‘‘(iii) for fiscal year 2005, the amount nec-
essary to provide 1,500 vouchers for rental as-
sistance under this subsection; and

““(iv) for fiscal year 2006, the amount nec-
essary to provide 2,000 vouchers for rental as-
sistance under this subsection.

‘“(C) FUNDING THROUGH INCREMENTAL AS-
SISTANCE.—In any fiscal year, to the extent
that this paragraph requires the Secretary
to set aside rental assistance amounts for
use under this paragraph in an amount that
exceeds that set aside in the preceding fiscal
year, such requirement shall be effective
only to such extent or in such amounts as
are or have been provided in appropriation
Acts for such fiscal year for incremental
rental assistance under this subsection.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs estimates that there are
225,000 homeless veterans living on the
streets on any given night. Other orga-
nizations, VSOs, believe that the num-
ber is higher, closer to 300,000. Either
number is far, far too high and a na-
tional travesty.

For these veterans, access to VA ben-
efits, specialized services and effective
outreach are vital components to any
hope of individual stability and im-
provement in their prospects. The leg-
islation before the House today, H.R.
2716, is designed to provide assistance
to these men and women, with a na-
tional goal of ending chronic homeless-
ness among veterans within 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, legislation is about
more than programs and regulations; it
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is about real people. Let me spend just
a moment describing to the House the
remarkable life of one, just one, but a
very, very important guy, who had his
life changed because of the VA. It made
a major difference in his life.

Stuart Alan Collick is a 39-year-old
veteran from my State of New Jersey.
Last month he appeared before the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to tell
his story. Stuart joined the all-volun-
teer army at the age of 23 and told us
he could not think of any higher call-
ing than to serve his country, and he
did it with distinction. Stuart had
combat service in Grenada, and later
distinguished himself as an infantry-
man in the Persian Gulf War. He holds
the Army Service Ribbon with three
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Southwest Asia
Service Ribbon, three Bronze Stars,
and three Good Conduct Medals, and
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge,
among other official recognition. He
served, as I said, with distinction; and
he did his duty.

But, as you know, combat is an ex-
tremely unpleasant and a very terrible
experience for many and leaves scars
that sometimes do not heal. Mr.
Collick left the Army in 1992 a disillu-
sioned man and he began drinking, and
then he turned to hard drug use. With-
in 5 years of discharge, he had lost his
job, his family and his home, and was
on the streets. His life, like that of
many other homeless addicted vet-
erans, was in chaos.

Last year, Mr. Collick found the VA
Homeless Assistance Program of New
Jersey. With the VA’s help and with his
faith, he turned his life around, finding
new ways to cope. He found a job and
his own apartment. He developed new
friendships and reestablished relation-
ships with his family, which had been
severed.

Today Mr. Collick is working as a
carpenter and a foreman on the VA’s
veterans construction team at Lyons,
New Jersey, helping to build a commer-
cial greenhouse and teaching other vet-
erans how to build something positive,
showing them by his own personal ex-
ample that there is hope. Today Mr.
Collick is a role model. He is an inspi-
ration to his fellow veterans in early
recovery and drawing strength from his
own experiences in the Army and in his
life.

This is what this bill is all about.
The VA’s construction project is a plan
of the innovative leader of New Jer-
sey’s Homeless Assistance Program for
Veterans, John Kuhn, who also testi-
fied at our hearing and is doing a mag-
nificent job; and he testified with a few
other veterans who, likewise, told their
stories of being down at the bottom,
but finding hope and finding that life-
saver from the VA.

Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to pin-
point any one cause of homelessness
among our veterans. Readjustment
problems are often associated with di-
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rect exposure to combat, such as Mr.
Collick’s case, and that of thousands,
tens of thousands, of others like him,
who returned to a seemingly uncaring
society.

Also we know that the majority of
homeless veterans suffer from mental
illness, including posttraumatic stress
disorder. Illegal substance abuse often
complicates their situations. Some
have even served time in jail.

A veteran with an impaired mental
state often loses the ability to main-
tain stable employment. Absent em-
ployment, it eventually becomes dif-
ficult to maintain any type of perma-
nent housing. The vicious cycle can
only accelerate once employment and
housing are lost. The absence of these
two important anchors, employment
and housing, is a precursor for in-
creased utilization of medical re-
sources and emergency rooms, VA and
other public hospitals, and, unfortu-
nately, the resources of America’s
courtrooms, jails and prisons as well.

That is why our legislation takes a
comprehensive and multifaceted ap-
proach to addressing chronic homeless-
ness among veterans, concentrating
the resources of Federal agencies in
this campaign. For example, H.R. 2716
authorizes 2,000 additional HUD section
8 low-income housing vouchers phased
in over 4 years for homeless veterans in
need of permanent housing. These vet-
erans must be enrolled in the VA
health care, and priority will be given
to veterans under care for mental ill-
nesses or substance abuse disorders.
This is a modest proposal that, if suc-
cessful, I hope will be increased sub-
stantially going forward into the fu-
ture.

H.R. 2617 also authorizes $10 million
over 2 years for 10 new Domiciliary for
Homeless Veterans programs. These
programs, like the one at Lyons, New
Jersey, helped Stuart Collick. Again, it
was his lifeline; and they have proven
to be highly effective, and we need to
have more.

The bill improves and expands the
VA’s homeless grant and per diem pro-
gram. Currently, recipients of these
funds are already contributing substan-
tially to the fulfillment of this bill’s
objective, to reduce homelessness and
provide for the special needs of home-
less veterans. This bill authorizes $285
million over 4 years for that program.
It also provides a new mechanism for
setting per diem payment so it will be
adjusted on a regular basis.

Working, as we all know, is an impor-
tant key to helping homeless veterans
rejoin American society, but employ-
ment is not possible unless a veteran
has access to quality medical care and
other supportive services. Safe and
drug-free housing is equally important.

The Department of Labor’s Homeless
Veterans Reintegration Program was
designed to put homeless veterans back
into the labor force. H.R. 2716 extends
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and increases the authorization level

to $250 million over 5 years for this

very effective program.

As I indicated, prevention of home-
lessness among veterans is an impor-
tant objective of our bill. H.R. 2716 au-
thorizes a demonstration program to
learn whether earlier intervention can
prevent homelessness among formerly
institutionalized veterans. The pro-
gram would be carried out at six dem-
onstration sites, one of which would be
with the Bureau of Prisons facilities.
The purpose of this program is to pro-
vide incarcerated veterans with refer-
ral and counseling about job training,
housing, health care and other needs
determined necessary to assist the vet-
eran in transition from institutional-
ized living to civil life.

Mr. Speaker, these are just some of
the highlights of our comprehensive
bill, the Stuart Collick-Heather French
Henry Homeless Veterans’ Assistance
Act. I believe the bill accomplishes sev-
eral very important and interrelated
goals. It will provide needed assistance
to homeless veterans, lift them to a
sustainable level that will prevent
them from returning to a state of
homelessness, and help them to become
self-sufficient individuals who are ac-
countable for their own actions.

This bill will also hold all grant and
contract recipients accountable for
performing their promised services in
exchange for government investments
and promote a greater opportunity to
work across Departments to provide
the best possible service for our Na-
tion’s homeless veterans. It also spon-
sors innovative approaches at preven-
tion of homelessness in high-risk
groups within the veterans population.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to thank my very good
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. EVANS), the commit-
tee’s ranking member, for a bill he in-
troduced earlier, H.R. 936, to improve
Homeless Veterans Assistance Pro-
grams. The gentleman and his staff
have worked in good faith with me and
my staff in fashioning a bill that is
truly a bipartisan bill that has taken
many elements that are out there,
made those that are already working
hopefully more responsive, hopefully,
and, as this bill would do, provide addi-
tional resources for them. I do hope
that this will move through the House
and obviously to the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, I add the following for
the RECORD.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, October 12, 2001.

Hon. MICHAEL G. OXLEY,

Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN OXLEY: Thank you for
your letter regarding your Committee’s ju-
risdictional interest in H.R. 2716, the ‘‘Stuart
Collick-Heather French Henry Homeless
Veterans Assistance Act”.
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I acknowledge your committee’s jurisdic-
tional interest in this legislation and appre-
ciate your cooperation in moving the bill to
the House floor expeditiously. I agree that
your decision to forego further action on the
bill will not prejudice the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services with respect to its jurisdic-
tional prerogatives on this or similar legisla-
tion. I will include a copy of your letter and
this response in the Committee’s report on
the bill and the Congressional Record when
the legislation is considered by the House.

Thank you again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH,
Chairman.
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, October 11, 2001.
Hon. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH,
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’
Cannon House Office Building,
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH: I understand that
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs recently
ordered H.R. 2716, the Stuart Collick-Heather
French Henry Homeless Veterans Assistance
Act, reported to the House. As you know, the
Committee on Financial Services was grant-
ed an additional referral upon the bill’s in-
troduction pursuant to the Committee’s ju-
risdiction over housing under rule X of the
Rules of the House of Representatives.

Because of the importance of this matter,
I recognize your desire to bring this legisla-
tion before the House in an expeditious man-
ner and will waive consideration of the bill
by the Financial Services Committee. By
agreeing to waive its consideration of the
bill, the Financial Services Committee does
not waive its jurisdiction over H.R. 2716. In
addition, the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices reserves its authority to seek conferees
on any provisions of the bill that are within
the Financial Services Committee’s jurisdic-
tion during any House-Senate conference
that may be convened on this legislation. I
ask your commitment to support any re-
quest by the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices for conferees on H.R. 2716 or related leg-
islation.

I request that you include this letter and
your response as part of the Congressional
Record during consideration of the legisla-
tion on the House floor.

Thank you for your attention to these
matters.

Affairs,
Wash-

Sincerely,
MICHAEL G. OXLEY,
Chairman.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I salute
the gentleman from New Jersey (Chair-
man SMITH) as well. He has done excel-
lent work in bringing this bill about on
a very short basis. We know the gen-
tleman has outlined it pretty well. I
wanted to just offer a few random
thoughts.

Mr. Speaker, we were all horrified by
the devastation caused at the World
Trade Center in New York and the Pen-
tagon, as well as the tragic loss of in-
nocent life in Pennsylvania which also
occurred. Since these senseless acts of
terrorism, our service members have
been called to put their lives on the
line once again.
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Many of us have paused to take stock
of how America treats their fallen he-
roes, our veterans. Fortunately, we
have a measure before us today that re-
flects the appreciation of a grateful
Nation. This bipartisan legislation we
brought to the House floor today will
benefit our homeless veterans.

Originally, I had introduced com-
prehensive homeless veterans legisla-
tion in the 106th Congress. Earlier this
yvear I again introduced comprehensive
legislation, which received the support
of more than 130 bipartisan cosponsors,
H.R. 936, as its predecessor was named,
to honor the contributions of Miss
America 2000 Heather French Henry on
behalf of the homeless veterans in our
country.

During her years of service as Miss
America, she was an untiring advocate
for our Nation’s veterans and suc-
ceeded as no one else in increasing pub-
lic awareness about this issue. She edu-
cated the American people as a result
and gave hope to those in need. She is
the daughter of a combat-wounded vet-
eran whom she accompanied to the VA
for his medical care. Her uncle was also
a combat veteran who became home-
less after his service to our Nation. She
advocated on behalf of homeless vet-
erans with sensitivity and compassion,
and I thank her for her contributions.

H.R. 936 addressed some of the most
pragmatic hurdles I believe homeless
veterans face in re-attaining optimum
independence and productivity. Many
of the building blocks for homeless vet-
erans’ programs are contained in the
VA’s mental health infrastructure, but
there is not enough vital substance
abuse and mental health care programs
to help our veterans on to the path of
sobriety and increased functionality.

I believe that H.R. 2716, as amended,
will help us address these deficits and
help balance and improve the VA’s pro-
gram for homeless veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER).

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. EVANS), for his long
years of activity on behalf of the home-
less veterans in this Nation, and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Chairman
SMITH), who brings his passion to this
activity; and when the gentleman from
New Jersey (Chairman SMITH) brings
passion to any area, he succeeds. I
thank the gentleman for bringing his
intensity to this bill and to this issue.

Mr. Speaker, it is disgraceful that in
this Nation, 250,000 to 350,000 veterans
are on the street every night; people
who have served this country, men and
women who have risked their lives here
and abroad to give our Nation freedom,
and yet, for a variety of reasons, they
are homeless tonight.

It is a disgrace that this Nation al-
lows this to occur, and it is especially
a disgrace that as we are moving more
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men and women into harm’s way, as we
fight this war of the 21st century, we
have their forbears on the street and
not able to participate fully in Amer-
ican life.

0 1630

We know we can change this situa-
tion.

Many of my colleagues have been to
what is referred to as stand-downs
around the Nation. The first one hap-
pened in my hometown of San Diego in
1987 and I have been at every one of
them since. The first 10 or so stand-
downs that I went to were immensely
moving. What we saw is that people
who had been fearful and without any
kind of roots in the community were
able to come together, be together for
3 days, and the whole community was
supporting them and brought in re-
sources that allowed them to be human
beings again, and it gave them the re-
sources, in fact, to take and become
part of society once more. There was
legal advice. There was medical advice.
There was job counseling. There were
dentists. There were clothes. There was
food. There was mental health coun-
seling, drug abuse counseling. But,
most of all, there was fellowship and
comradeship, and the sense that these,
our Nation’s veterans, can be cared for
once the community decided to do so.

Well, I went to those stand-downs for
a decade, moved by the results and
moved by the stories that I heard, but
then I said, we have learned from these
stand-downs that we can solve the
problem. For 3 days we have given
these men and women something to
hope for and something to share and a
way out of their predicament, but what
happens to the other 362 days? Why
does this country not care for those
veterans, our veterans, the other 362
days? I said, I am tired of going to
stand-downs. What we have to do as a
Nation is bring all of those programs
together and deal with these heroes of
our society.

That is what the chairman of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is at-
tempting to do with this bill, and that
is what the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Illinois, (Mr. EVANS), with
his contributions and his original bill,
have attempted to do. They have at-
tempted to bring the different pro-
grams together that we know work
around medical care, around housing,
around job development, around sub-
stance abuse and alcohol counseling
but, most of all, around the concept
that this Nation is not going to let vet-
erans languish on the streets of our
country. We have had enough of this.
As we are sending new folks into bat-
tle, and as we are creating new vet-
erans, we cannot forget the quarter of
a million, the 350,000 that are on the
streets tonight.

So this bill is a step, a major step, a
big step in the direction of bringing
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those programs together and telling
the Nation that we are going to get rid
of this problem. I hope that this bill
does not become just a bill that au-
thorizes some programs, that this is a
bill that is funded, fully funded to take
care of people who have taken care of
us. We can no longer tolerate this in
America. I ask my colleagues not only
to pass this bill, but to fight in the ap-
propriations process for money and to
take any step that must be taken after
this to address the issues that we know
have to be addressed.

Mr. Speaker, this is not rocket
science. We know what to do. We know
how to bring the resources together.
The community does that in San Diego
and virtually in every major city and
other small towns across this country
during the stand-downs. Let us make
this bill a stand-down for 365 days a
year where veterans of our Nation, the
heroes of our Nation, can get the help
they need and return to our society as
productive members. Once again, Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and I thank
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
EVANS). We are going to take care of
our heroes.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself 1 minute, just
to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FILNER) for his kind re-
marks and also to make note that the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN),
the chairman of our Subcommittee on
Health, was very, very helpful in
crafting this legislation. He is not here
today because he is at the White
House, or he would be here.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS), a member
of the committee and a Vietnam vet-
eran himself.

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
full and complete support of the Home-
less Veterans Assistance Act. First and
foremost, this is a bipartisan bill. I
think that is incredibly important.
During consideration of this bill and
its various parts within the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, there were some
occasional disagreements, but these
were all resolved on a bipartisan basis
and all of the various elements of this
bill came together so that when this
bill ultimately was marked up and re-
ported out of committee, my recollec-
tion is that it was unanimous and in
fact, I am certain it was unanimous. I
think that is an important part of why
this is a good bill and why this bill de-
serves our support.

I believe that all bills dealing with
veterans should be bipartisan, because
their service to their country is not
based on a partisan consideration.
When you are in the field, when you
are on the frontline, when you are in a
foxhole, when you are flying an air-
plane, when you are on an aircraft car-
rier or submarine, you do not ask the
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party affiliation of your comrade in
arms. It does not matter. What matters
is that you are serving a great Nation
and you should be rewarded for your
service because you did serve a great
Nation, and that should be bipartisan.

I will also note that this bill, in ad-
dressing the issue of homelessness, sets
a national goal to eliminate homeless-
ness among veterans in 10 years, in 10
years. I think that is an important
goal, and I think that is a goal that we
should work towards.

It also provides veterans and home-
less veterans, especially those with
mental issues, priority when it comes
to the benefits of this bill. I think that
is a very important thing to consider. I
left Vietnam in 1972. My last tour in
Vietnam ended in 1972. That was al-
most 30 years ago. Here we are 30 years
later, and there are still Vietnam vet-
erans on the streets of our cities home-
less in our communities across this
country. Thirty years after the war is
over, and there are still homeless vet-
erans.

The problem is that the issue of
homelessness with veterans goes be-
yond simply providing a house, a place
to live, a structure. One cannot be
happy in a house if one is not happy in
one’s own heart or in one’s own head.
For many of these veterans, we have to
get to the issues of their heart and
their head before we can find a home
for them.

That is exactly what this legislation
does. It partners the veteran with peo-
ple in various bureaucracies, various
elements of the administration, var-
ious aspects of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs so that this veteran can
actually come home in his heart and in
his head to a home.

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I
support this bill, and I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH),
the chairman of our committee, and
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
EVANS), the ranking member, and the
members of the committee for their
fine work on this bill.

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume just to conclude.

At the end of every movie we always
see a list of credits, and they are the
people really, not just the director or
even the actor or actress that makes
that movie, it is that cast of people
that really do the nuts and bolts work
of any movie. Well, the same goes for
legislation. I think every one of us are
very well aware how important staff is,
and I just want to say how grateful I
am to the professionalism and the com-
petence and, above all, the compassion
of our very fine staff. It is a bipartisan
staff headed up by Pat Ryan, our Chief
Counsel and Chief of Staff; John Brad-
ley, Kimberly Cowins, Greg Car-
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michael, Kingston Smith, Jeannie
McNally, Summer Larson, Darryl
Kehrer, Paige McManus, Peter

Dickenson, Devon Seibert, Jerry Tan
and Art Wu, and the ranking member’s
staff, including Mike Dunishin and
Susan Edgerton, all of whom played
major roles in crafting this legislation.
I want to express my sincerest grati-
tude.

Mr. Speaker, this truly is a bipar-
tisan bill. We really want to end the
horrific tragedy of homelessness for
our veterans, end it for everyone, but
first and foremost, those who served
this country.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, the
homeless assistance bill before the House
today is a bipartisan product. The Committee
has combined the best elements of the Chair-
man’s bill, H.R. 2716, the Homeless Veterans
Assistance Act of 2001, with those of Mr.
Evans’ bill, H.R. 936, and | believe our efforts
will make a major impact in stemming home-
lessness in the veteran population.

This legislation incorporates accountability,
innovation, prevention, and funding programs
that work to reduce homelessness. | believe
these are the right tools, and this is the right
moment, for us to make a concerted effort to
help our homeless veterans.

| want to thank Mr. FILNER and Mr. EVANS
for their excellent work to bring this consensus
bill to the House floor today. | congratulate the
Chairman of our full Committee, Ranking
Member EVANS and other Members who have
worked on this bill for their substantial con-
tribution to an effort to finally solve this vexing
problem. The latest count of homeless vet-
erans totals over 225,000. Those of us who
are comfortable in our lives have no idea how
horrible these veterans lives are. Access to
VA benefits, specialized services and effective
outreach are vital components to any hope
these individuals have in changing their lives.

This bill can help our country’s veterans re-
turn to a state of self-sufficiency, accountable
for their own actions, with life skills to cope.
Our goal is to eliminate chronic homelessness
among veterans within ten years. By voting for
this bill we take the first step in obtaining our
goal of reducing our homeless veteran popu-
lation. Also, some of our efforts may serve as
models for homeless assistance programs for
others.

Mr. Speaker, our veterans cannot wait any
longer for us to take action on this problem.
Homeless veterans need assistance today;
they need our help. Please support this meas-
ure.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H.R. 2716, the
James  Drappeaux-Stuart  Collick-Heather
French Henry Homeless Veterans Assistance
Act. | am proud to be a cosponsor of this
measure and | would like to thank Chairman
SMITH, Ranking Member EVANS, and my col-
leagues on the Veterans Affairs Committee for
their hard work on this importannt legislation.

For far too long, too many of the men and
women who have served in our nation’s mili-
tary have been homeless. It is a sad fact that
an estimated 225,000 veterans throughout the
United States live on the streets. That is why
| am pleased today to support the passage of
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H.R. 2716, which is a critical step in address-
ing this shameful situation in our country.
Among several other provisions included in
this bill, H.R. 2716 authorizes 2,000 additional
HUD section 8 low-income housing vouchers
over 4 years for homeless veterans, estab-
lishes a grant program for homeless veterans
with special needs, and establishes a limited
dental provision for veterans using VA home-
less programs. In addition, H.R. 2716 estab-
lishes evaluation centers for programs that
serve homeless populations and requires an-
nual program assessments to be submitted to
Congress. These are just a few of the many
critical provisions in H.R. 2716 that will help
eliminate the problem of chronic homeless-
ness among veterans. | ask my colleagues to
join me in support of this important legislation
for the men and women who have sacrificed
so much in defense of liberty and democracy.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 2716, the Homeless
Veterans Assistance Act of 2001. | urge my
colleagues to join in supporting this timely ap-
propriate legislation.

This legislation authorizes, in addition to the
current existing program, 500 Department of
Housing and Urban Development low-income
housing vouchers per year for the next 4
years. Along with this, the bill also requires the
Veterans Health Administration to increase the
number of caseworkers so that all veterans
who receive such a housing voucher can be
seen by a case manager.

The legislation also requires the VA to en-
sure the accuracy of its reporting system on:
the demand for services by homeless vet-
erans, the level of understanding among grant
recipients of their responsibility to serve home-
less veterans, and the development of an
evaluation system to analyze the progress of
veterans enrolled in the program, and on the
overall effectiveness of the various homeless
programs. The Secretary is also given the au-
thority to rescind or recover homeless grant
funds from those programs that fail to meet
their established guidelines for using such
money with relation to offering services to
homeless veterans.

In terms of specific funding, the bill provides
$60 million for fiscal year 2002 for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Homeless Grant and
Per Diem Program, and raises this amount to
$75 million for fiscal years 2003—-2005. More-
over, it also directs the VA Secretary to estab-
lish 10 new domiciliary for homeless veterans
programs, and authorizes $5 million per year
for this purpose beginning in 2003.

Finally, the legislation strengthens and ex-
pands job training and counseling services of-
fered through the Department of Labor’s
Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program.
Additional services are authorized through the
creation of a demonstration project in six loca-
tions for veterans in institutional confinement,
particularly those with substance abuse prob-
lems or mental illnesses. These services are
designed to facilitate the successful reintegra-
tion of the veteran into productive society.

The issue of homeless veterans is one of
our Government's more significant failures
with regards to military and social policy.
Every night thousands of veterans sleep on
the streets or inside shelters. Additionally,
many of these individuals have criminal
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records, substance abuse problems, and are
often mentally ill.

Simply put, this is inexcusable. These vet-
erans answered their country’s call to service
in their prime years. We as a nation have an
obligation to these men and women to ensure
that they at least have a roof over their heads,
and whatever assistance they may require to
deal with the demons of mental illness or sub-
stance abuse. This bill takes a significant step
toward this goal. Accordingly, | urge my col-
leagues to lend it their wholehearted support.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I'd also like
to thank our distinguished chairman and rank-
ing member of the House Veterans Affairs
Committee for crafting this bipartisan legisla-
tion that targets the specialized needs of a
often-neglected population within the veterans
community—the homeless—which has very lit-
tle access to services. Last year, the VA
issued a report on homeless veterans. It found
that during 1999 there were an estimated
344,983 homeless veterans, an increase of 34
percent above the 1998 estimate. Many of our
homeless veterans suffer from post traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) and other mental ill-
nesses in addition to drug addiction. Unfortu-
nately, the VA has cut the number of inpatient
beds in half.

Many have argued, and the committee has
heard testimony to this effect, that the lack of
inpatient beds has adversely affected the qual-
ity of care for veterans who suffer from sub-
stance abuse, many of whom are homeless.
The VA admitted during a hearing that they
have not met 1996 capacity requirements for
substance abuse. So while I'm happy H.R.
2716 authorizes more resources for homeless
programs and promotes greater accountability
and oversight for these programs, | have con-
cerns with some of VA’s policies, which may
hinder implementation.

In particular, the VA’'s move from inpatient
hospital settings to community based clinics
may have unintentionally turned homeless vet-
erans away from treatment. Therefore, | hope
this legislation will enable the VA to better
serve this population through aggressive out-
reach efforts and to render much-needed serv-
ices as quickly as possible.

The events of the past month have re-
minded us that our Nation’s peace and secu-
rity must be protected at any cost. Those men
and women who answer the call to defend our
democracy when it is under attack should be
assured that we will take care of them during
their time of crisis.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2716, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—_—

FRANCIS BARDANOUVE UNITED
STATES POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2876) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located in Harlem, Mon-
tana as the ‘“‘Francis Bardanouve
United States Post Office Building.”’

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2876

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FRANCIS BARDANOUVE UNITED
STATES POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 216
2nd Street, S.W. in Harlem, Montana, shall
be designated and known as the ‘‘Francis
Bardanouve United States Post Office Build-
ing”’.

(gb) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the United
State Post Office referred to in subsection
(a) shall be deemed to be a reference to the
“Francis Bardanouve United States Post Of-
fice Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS) and the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Mrs. JO ANN
DAVIS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on the bill now under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 2876. This legislation, intro-
duced by our distinguished colleague,
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
REHBERG), designates the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 216 2nd Street, Southwest, in
Harlem, Montana, as the Francis
Bardanouve Post Office Building.

Francis Bardanouve was a Montana
State Representative from 1958 to 1994.
He chaired the powerful House Com-
mittee on Appropriations for nearly 2
decades. His integrity and respect from
his colleagues transcended party lines.
He was a longtime farmer-rancher in
Blaine County, Montana.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of H.R.
2876, and I reserve the balance of my
time.
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