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call of the Chair and reassembled at
12:12 p.m. when called to order by the
Presiding Officer (Mr. TORRICELLI).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

—_—_—

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—CLOTURE VOTE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the cloture vote
which was scheduled for 11 o’clock
today be set for 10 o’clock next Tues-
day morning. This request has been
cleared by the minority leader and the
majority leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—_—

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, also, I
would like to inform Senators that this
afternoon, at around 1 o’clock, 2
o’clock—we don’t know the exact time;
we are trying to work that out, and we
will shortly—we will move on the Inte-
rior conference report. We do not know
if we will need a vote on a motion to
proceed to it. That is a nondebatable
motion. So if we do, we will do that
and then move right to approving the
conference report.

—_—

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, having said
that, and having told Senators what is
in store, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:13 p.m., recessed subject to the
call of the Chair and reassembled at
1:32 p.m., when called to order by the
Presiding Officer (Mr. REID).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. DASCHLE. Thank you, Mr.
President.
——
PROCEEDING UNDER UNUSUAL
CIRCUMSTANCES

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, as I
did yesterday, I think it might be help-
ful if I report to our Senate colleagues
and to the extended Senate family
about circumstances now over the last
24 hours.

Let me say, I have been especially
appreciative, again, of the services pro-
vided to the Senate, especially by our
extraordinary Sergeant at Arms and
our Secretary of the Senate, who have
just done an outstanding job of re-
sponding to the many challenges that
we have faced over the last few days,
especially.

I thank Secretary Tommy Thompson
for his great cooperation, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
the Capitol Police for their work, and,
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finally—and certainly it should have
been at the top of the list, if I was list-
ing anybody—our distinguished Repub-
lican leader. Senator LOTT has been
there shoulder to shoulder with me on
every one of these occasions and over
the course of the last couple of days.
Our partnership is strong, but our
friendship is even stronger. And that
could not be in greater evidence than it
has been over the last couple of days.

We will have a vote this afternoon on
the Interior appropriations conference
report. That conference report will
come over to the Senate sometime this
afternoon. As my colleagues probably
know, the conference report is cur-
rently being debated in the House. Ob-
viously, I am quite sure it will be
adopted. Once it is, and once it is sent
over to us, there will be a rollcall vote
on the Interior appropriations con-
ference report this afternoon.

There will also be a vote on the con-
ference report on the military con-
struction appropriations bill tomorrow.
We do not know the time yet. We will
certainly mnotify our colleagues. In
part, we do not know the time because
I am not sure what the House schedule
is; that also will be a piece of business
that we will take up.

It is my hope that we may be able to
take up nominations as well. I will be
consulting with the Republican leader
and with my chairs in regard to the de-
gree to which Executive Calendar mat-
ters could be considered and, hopefully,
voted upon either today or tomorrow.

So we have a good deal of business
that we will be conducting. Again, one
of the reasons why is because of the
outstanding job that all of our service
personnel have provided in accommo-
dating our schedule, as we have contin-
ued to work through the immediate
challenge that we have faced with the
anthrax experience.

Mr. President, I could not be more
proud of my staff for the way they have
conducted themselves, for the attitude
they have reflected at every step of the
way, the professionalism they dem-
onstrated on Monday, and the attitude
and the degree to which they have
taken each one of these moments in
stride.

We have had a good number of discus-
sions and consultations and meetings
with members of my staff. It is now at
a point where I think we can say that
31 members of my staff, and a certain
number of Capitol Police, were found
to have tested positive as a result of
the nasal swab that was administered
to them a couple of days ago.

A positive result on a nasal swab
simply means they were exposed to the
anthrax bacteria. Not one incident of
infection has been recorded or re-
ported. There is a huge difference be-
tween exposure—as is revealed by the
nasal swab, if it is positive—and the ac-
tual infection itself. Antibiotics were
administered immediately, even
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though we did not know the results of
the nasal swabs, whether they were
going to be positive or negative. And
because of the early access to the anti-
biotics, the overwhelming advice I am
now being given by all health care per-
sonnel is that each of my staff mem-
bers will be OK. I am gratified to hear
that, I am gratified to repeat that, and
I will continue to emphasize that fact
as we go forward.

In part because of the limited expo-
sure, in part because of the oppor-
tunity to be administered the anti-
biotic quickly, in part because of the
professional response all the way
through this process, we are very con-
fident about our ability to provide for
the needs of each of my staff, with
every expectation—I would say 100-per-
cent expectation—that they will be
treated successfully. So we feel very
good about the current circumstances
involving treatment and involving the
response to the antibiotics already
shown by members of the staff.

As many of our colleagues know, the
exposure was limited, at this point, to
two locations: My office in the Hart
Building, Room 509; and the mail room
in the Dirksen Building. There is no
evidence currently that anyone in the
mail room has been exposed to the
point where they would receive a posi-
tive nasal swab, although we will be
getting those test results back in the
coming days. About 1,400 people were
provided with the nasal swab yester-
day. The results of those swabs will not
be provided for at least 24 hours.

Let me also add that we have been
working in close concert with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. Russell 325
will be our information center for the
balance of the afternoon.

There is a meeting ongoing in SC-5
for senior members of all Senate staff.
Chiefs of staff and office managers are
certainly welcome. I am quite sure
most people have been made aware. We
will provide ongoing information in a
myriad of additional ways, both tech-
nologically as well as telephonically.
We will provide that information as we
deem it important to share.

Again, let me emphasize three
things: First, I believe very confidently
that we have, as a result of the out-
standing work done by all of those pro-
fessionals who have been on the scene,
dealt with this incident in as successful
a manner as is possible. I repeat that I
am very grateful I can say today that
the health care professionals have indi-
cated that my staff will be not only OK
but perfectly healthy as a result of the
actions that have been taken. We will
be closing the offices, the Senate of-
fices: Russell, Dirksen, and Hart, for
the next couple of days in order to ac-
commodate the environmental re-
search that will be required to ensure
that whatever additional material
there may be could be found, if there is
some.
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