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think there is a lot of strong bipartisan
interest and support for this—is the
whole question of this humanitarian
crisis in Afghanistan.

The reports are there are about 7.5
million people who go hungry. We do
not know how many hundreds of thou-
sands could starve to death this winter
if we do not get food to people.

The problem is, though there has
been a lot of discussion about the air-
drops, maybe a half of 1 percent, maybe
1 percent at best, doesn’t do the job.
The only way we can get the food to
people is through the truck convoys,
and now not nearly enough of this is
happening.

Different organizations, the NGOs,
the nongovernment organizations, food
relief organizations, are all saying on
present course they may be able to get
enough food for half the people who
need it at best. In 3 or 4 weeks there
will be cold winter weather, and we
will see pictures of innocent, starving
Afghan children. That is a fact.

The resolution calls upon our Gov-
ernment to take stronger measures,
with a more focused effort to get the
food to people. That will be com-
plicated. Part of it involves people who
will still be trying to leave Afghani-
stan. Some of the neighboring coun-
tries have to open up their borders.
Those people have been stopped at the
borders. Then there are the people who
don’t leave. And the conditions in the
refugee camps have to be dramatically
improved.

The fact is, the people who don’t
leave are the poorest of the poor. They
are the elderly, the infirmed; they are
the children. They are the ones about
whom we all worry. There have been
intermittent reports—quite often when
you try to confirm it, it is not clear
what happened—that the Taliban itself
has taken some of the food. Many orga-
nizations are saying with the bombing
the truck convoys can’t go through.

I am not making an argument for
cessation of bombing. I argue it be as
targeted as possible and to avoid in
every way possible bombing innocent
people. There has to be a way, whether
it is the creation of safe corridors, co-
ordinated with military activity or
whatever to get these truck convoys in
to get the food to people. Time is not
neutral. We are going to deeply regret
if we don’t take these steps.

The resolution expresses the sense of
the Senate regarding the urgent need
to provide humanitarian assistance to
the civilians of Afghanistan. Well be-
fore the terrorist attack of September
11, this was the site of great hunger
and displacement in the world.

Whereas, after more than 20 years of
conflict, 3 years of severe drought and
the repressive policies of the Taliban
regime, 4 million Afghans have sought
refuge in neighboring countries, and
Afghan women have one of the highest
maternal mortality rates in the world,
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and one in four children dies before the
child’s fifth birthday; whereas the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees estimates that 1,500,000 addi-
tional Afghans could seek to flee the
country in the coming months due to
the military conflict; whereas all six
countries neighboring Afghanistan
have closed their borders to refugees
both on security grounds and are also
saying they can’t provide for the refu-
gees economically; whereas 7,500,000
people inside Afghanistan face critical
food shortages or risk starvation by
winter’s end and are partially or fully
dependent on outside assistance for
survival, and of these people 70 percent
are women and children; whereas the
United Nations World Food Program,
which we commonly call the WFP,
which distributes most of the food
within Afghanistan, estimates that
food stocks in the country are criti-
cally short and WFP overland food
shipments inside and outside the bor-
der of Afghanistan have been disrupted
due to security concerns over United
States military strikes; whereas the
airdrops of food cannot meet the hu-
manitarian needs of the Afghan peo-
ple—and there is more to it, but I do
not have the time—and that the most
effective delivery is the overland con-
voys of food; whereas the President has
announced a $320 million initiative to
respond to the humanitarian needs in
Afghanistan and for Afghan refugees in
neighboring countries; whereas the
United States is the largest donor of
humanitarian assistance, be it re-
solved—and this is what I am hoping to
get a strong vote on—it is the sense of
the Senate that, A, Afghanistan’s
neighbors should reopen their borders
to allow for safe passage of refugees,
and the international community must
be prepared to contribute to the eco-
nomic costs incurred by the flight of
desperate Afghan civilians; B, as the
United States engages in military ac-
tion in Afghanistan, it must work to
deliver assistance particularly through
overland truck convoys and safe hu-
manitarian access to affected popu-
lations in partnership with humani-
tarian agencies—that is critical—and
C, the United States should contribute
to efforts by the international commu-
nity to provide long-term sustainable
reconstruction and development assist-
ance for the people of Afghanistan, in-
cluding efforts to protect the basic
human rights of women and children.

I announce this resolution today,
which will be in the form of an amend-
ment on the first vehicle for a vote, be-
cause it is critically important for the
Senate to go on record with an intense
and focused effort because it is who we
are. It is our values to make sure these
truck convoys can go forward and we
can get the food to people.

A, it is who we are as a nation. It is
about the values we live by and, frank-
ly, B, it is national interest. If you
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have juxtaposed with military actions
pictures of starving Afghan children in
the winter to come, that will be used
against us. We know it will be used
against us. We do not want to see that
happen.

I am hoping there will be a strong
message from the Senate to work with
the administration, to work with the
NGOs, to work with the food relief or-
ganizations. We have to put a focus on
this.

—

SENATE RESOLUTION  173—CON-
DEMNING VIOLENCE AND DIS-
CRIMINATION AGAINST IRANIAN-
AMERICANS IN THE WAKE OF
THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 TER-
RORIST ATTACKS

Mr. HATCH submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 173

Whereas all Americans are united in con-
demning, in the strongest possible terms, the
terrorists who planned and carried out the
attacks against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and in pursuing all those re-
sponsible for those attacks and their spon-
sors until they are brought to justice;

Whereas Iranian-Americans form a vi-
brant, peaceful, and law-abiding part of
America’s people;

Whereas Iranian-Americans stand reso-
lutely in support of the commitment of our
Government to bring the terrorists and those
that harbor them to justice;

Whereas Iranian-Americans, as do all
Americans, condemn acts of violence and
prejudice against any American; and

Whereas the Senate is seriously concerned
by the number of crimes against Americans
of Middle Eastern descent, including Iranian-
Americans, all across the Nation that have
been reported in the wake of the tragic
events that unfolded on September 11, 2001:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) declares that, in the quest to identify,
locate, and bring to justice the perpetrators
and sponsors of the terrorist attacks on the
United States on September 11, 2001, the civil
rights and civil liberties of all Americans,
including Iranian-Americans, should be pro-
tected;

(2) condemns bigotry and any acts of vio-
lence or discrimination against any Ameri-
cans, including Iranian-Americans;

(3) calls upon local and Federal law en-
forcement authorities to work to prevent
and prosecute crimes against all Americans,
including Iranian-Americans.

—_——

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1905. Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
DEWINE) proposed an amendment to the bill
S. 838, to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to improve the safety and effi-
cacy of pharmaceuticals for children.

SA 1906. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 838, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1907. Mr. REID (for Mr. DURBIN) pro-
posed an amendment to the concurrent reso-
lution S. Con. Res. 74, condemning bigotry
and violence against Sikh-Americans in the
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