20662

talks next month, but yesterday the
monarchy of Qatar condemned the ac-
tions of our brave soldiers who are
fighting in Afghanistan in the war
against terrorism.

Qatar’s foreign minister said the fol-
lowing: the attacks against Afghani-
stan are unacceptable and we have con-
demned them. This same government
two days after the September 11 at-
tacks denied permission for America to
use its airport facilities in the cam-
paign against Osama bin Laden and the
Taliban. Now the United States plans
to send our top trade negotiators to
this country for an international trade
meeting?

Mr. Speaker, President Bush has said
that in the war against terrorism every
Nation must take sides, that each Na-
tion must decide where it stands. The
Government of Qatar made its decision
yesterday, and Qatar is standing on the
wrong side.

President Bush has no choice. He
must not permit U.S. negotiators to at-
tend the World Trade Organization
ministerial in Qatar next month. There
should be no Qatar round. Free trade
should bring freedom.

————
A SAD STATE OF AFFAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PAUL) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, it breaks my
heart to see what is happening to our
country today. All Americans have
grieved over the losses served on 9-11.
The grief for those who lost loved ones
is beyond description. These losses
have precipitated unprecedented giving
to help the families left behind. Unless
one has suffered directly, it is difficult
to fully comprehend the tragic and sud-
den loss of close friends and family.

There are some who, in addition to
feeling this huge sense of personal loss
that all Americans share, grieve for
other serious and profound reasons.
For instance, many thoughtful Ameri-
cans are convinced that the tragedy of
9-11 was preventable. Since that may
well be true, this provokes a tragic sad-
ness, especially for those who under-
stand how the events of 9-11 needlessly
came about.

The reason why this is so sad and
should be thoroughly understood is
that so often the ones who suggest how
our policies may have played a role in
evoking the attacks are demonized as
unpatriotic and are harshly dismissed
as belonging to the ‘‘blame America
crowd.”

Those who are so anxious to condemn
do not realize that the policies of the
American Government, designed by
politicians and bureaucrats, are not al-
ways synonymous with American
ideals. The country is not the same as
the Government. The spirit of America
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is hardly something for which the Gov-
ernment holds a monopoly on defining.

America’s heart and soul is more em-
bedded in our love of liberty, self-reli-
ance, and tolerance than by our foreign
policy, driven by powerful special in-
terests with little regard for the Con-
stitution.

Throughout our early history, a pol-
icy of minding our own business and
avoiding entangling alliances, as
George Washington admonished, was
more representative of American ideals
than those we have pursued for the
past 50 years. Some sincere Americans
have suggested that our modern inter-
ventionist policy set the stage for the
attacks of 9-11, and for this, they are
condemned as being unpatriotic.

This compounds the sadness and
heartbreak that some Americans are
feeling. Threats, loss of jobs, censor-
ship and public mockery have been
heaped upon those who have made this
suggestion. Freedom of expression and
thought, the bedrock of the American
Republic, is now too often condemned
as something viciously evil. This
should cause freedom-loving Americans
to weep from broken hearts.

Another reason the hearts of many
Americans are heavy with grief is be-
cause they dread what might come
from the many new and broad powers
the Government is demanding in the
name of providing security. Daniel
Webster once warned, ‘“‘Human beings
will generally exercise power when
they can get it, and they will exercise
it most undoubtedly in popular govern-
ments under pretense of public safety.”

A strong case can be made that the
Government regulations, along with a
lack of private property responsibility,
contributed to this tragedy, but what
is proposed? More regulations and even
a takeover of all airport security by
the Government.

We are not even considering restor-
ing the rights of pilots to carry weap-
ons for self-defense as one of the solu-
tions. Even though pilots once carried
guns to protect the mail and armored
truck drivers can still carry guns to
protect money, protecting passengers
with guns is prohibited on commercial
flights. The U.S. Air Force can shoot
down a wayward aircraft, but a pilot
cannot shoot down an armed terrorist.

It will be difficult to solve our prob-
lems with this attitude toward airport
security.

Civil liberties are sure to suffer under
today’s tensions, with the people de-
manding that the politicians do some-
thing, anything. Should those who ob-
ject to the rapid move toward mas-
sively increasing the size and scope of
the Federal Government in local law
enforcement be considered un-Amer-
ican because they defend the principles
they truly understand to be American?

Any talk of spending restraint is now
a thing of the past. We had one anthrax
death, and we are asked the next day
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for a billion dollar appropriations to
deal with the problem.
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And a lot more will be appropriated
before it is all over. What about the
40,000 deaths per year on government-
run highways and the needless deaths
associated with the foolish and mis-
directed war on drugs? Why should
anyone be criticized for trying to put
this in proper perspective?

Countless groups are now descending
on Washington with their hands out.
As usual, as with any disaster, this dis-
aster is being parlayed into an oppor-
tunity, as one former Member of the
Congress phrased it. The economic cri-
sis that started a long time before 9-11
has contributed to the number of those
now demanding Federal handouts.

But there is one business that we
need not fear will go into a slump: The
Washington Ilobbying industry. Last
year, it spent $1.6 billion lobbying Con-
gress. This year, it will spend much
more. The bigger the disaster, the
greater the number of vultures who de-
scend on Washington. When I see this
happening, it breaks my heart, because
liberty and America suffers, and it is
all done in the name of justice, equal-
ity and security.

Emotions are running high in our Na-
tion’s capital, and in politics emotions
are more powerful tools than reason
and the rule of law. The use of force to
serve special interests and help anyone
who claims to be in need unfortunately
is an acceptable practice. Obeying the
restraints placed in the Constitution is
seen as archaic and insensitive to the
people’s needs. But far too often the
claims of responding to human trage-
dies are nothing more than politics as
usual. While one group supports bailing
out the corporations, another wants to
prop up wages and jobs. One group sup-
ports federalizing tens of thousands of
airport jobs to increase union member-
ship, while another says we should sub-
sidize corporate interests and keep the
jobs private.

Envy and power drives both sides, the
special interests of big business and the
demands of the welfare redistribu-
tionists.

There are many other reasons to
make one sad with all that is going on
today. In spite of the fact that our gov-
ernment has done such a poor job pro-
tecting us and has no intention of
changing the policy of meddling over-
seas, which has contributed to our
problems, the people are more depend-
ent on and more satisfied with govern-
ment than they have been in decades,
while demanding even more govern-
ment control and intrusion in their
daily lives.

It is aggravating to listen to the
daily rhetoric regarding liberty and the
Constitution while the same people
participate in their destruction. It is
aggravating to see all the money spent
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