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And I will die. 

Why do people drink, Mom? 

It can ruin your whole life. 

I’m feeling sharp pains now. 

Pains just like a knife. 

The guy who hit me is walking, Mom. 

And I don’t think it’s fair 

I’m lying here dying 

And all he can do is stare. 

Tell my brother not to cry, Mom. 

Tell Daddy to be brave. 

And when I go to heaven, Mom. 

Put ‘‘Daddy’s Girl’’ on my grave. 

Someone should have told him, Mom. 

Not to drink and drive. 

If only they had told him, Mom. 

I would still be alive. 

My breath is getting shorter, Mom. 

I’m becoming very scared. 

Pleased don’t cry for me, Mom 

When I needed you 

You were always there. 

I have one last question, Mom 

Before I say goodbye. 

I didn’t drink and drive 

So why am I the one to die? 
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Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Russell J. ‘‘Rusty’’ Hammer as he 
ends his tenure as president and CEO of the 
Sacramento Metro Chamber. As his friends 
and family gather to celebrate Rusty’s impres-
sive tenure, I ask all of my colleagues to join 
with me in saluting this truly remarkable citizen 
of Sacramento. 

Rusty came to the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber in 1994 and after 7 years has trans-
formed the chamber into an economically via-
ble and influential organization. Today the 
Sacramento Metro Chamber is the largest and 
most diverse chamber in northern California, 
boasting a membership over 3,000. In addi-
tion, the Sacramento Metro Chamber is now 
represented in all six counties in the Sac-
ramento region, a truly admirable feat. 

To my colleagues here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, perhaps one of the most visible 
accomplishments of the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber is the annual Cap-to-Cap trip. 
Through this important program, over 200 
business leaders from the Sacramento region 
come to Washington, DC, each spring to meet 
with leaders of the Federal Government to 
raise awareness of the region’s most impor-
tant issues. Since 1994, under the direction of 
Rusty and his colleagues in the chamber, the 
level of participation in Cap-to-Cap has nearly 
doubled. I feel that this is a true testament to 
Rusty’s dedication and enthusiasm for the 
Sacramento region. 

In addition to the Cap-to-Cap trip, Rusty has 
also been the driving force behind numerous 
projects and events at the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber that have continued to propel the 
chamber to new heights. One in particular that 
deserves special recognition is ‘‘Perspectives’’, 
an annual speakers series hosted in Sac-
ramento involving influential national and inter-

national leaders. Through Rusty’s tireless ef-
forts, this program has become one of the 
most important forums for discussions about 
the future and direction of the Sacramento re-
gion. 

While I was I was saddened as both a 
friend and a colleague to learn of Rusty’s de-
parture to become president of the Los Ange-
les Metro Chamber, I fully believe that Sac-
ramento’s loss is Los Angeles’s gain. Rusty’s 
commitment to serving his community is a 
genuine inspiration and example to his fellow 
citizens and will be a wonderful addition to the 
Los Angeles region. 

Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Rusty Hammer’s 
friends and family gather to reflect on his time 
with the Sacramento Metro Chamber, I am 
privileged to pay tribute to one of Sac-
ramento’s most honorable citizens. His suc-
cesses are unparalleled, and it is a great 
honor for me to have the opportunity to recog-
nize his many contributions to Sacramento. I 
ask all my colleagues to join with me in wish-
ing my friend Rusty continued success in all 
his future endeavors. 
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Clovis Senior Center for 
their work to improve the lives of senior citi-
zens living in California’s Central Valley. 

The Clovis Senior Center began providing 
services over 25 years ago, when they first re-
ceived Federal aid for senior programs. The 
actual Clovis Senior Center facility was built 
19 years ago. Lynn Bawdon has served as di-
rector of the Clovis Senior Center for the past 
20 years. The center provides a wide range of 
programs, including nutrition advice, income 
tax assistance, social security inquiries, med-
ical information, and general adult information. 

The goal of the Clovis Senior Center is to 
keep seniors independent and living in their 
own homes, while providing for their own 
needs. The center is ranked among the top 10 
multisenior centers in the State. They actively 
pursue assistance from the State to continue 
providing the highest level of assistance for 
seniors. 

The Clovis Senior Center is an 11,000 
square foot facility that is comprised of a cen-
tral multipurpose room, two large classrooms, 
a commercial kitchen, two large restrooms, 
and two average sized restrooms. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the Clovis Sen-
ior Center for their valuable assistance to the 
local senior community. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in wishing the Clovis Senior Center 
many more years of continued success. 

BALKANS YOUTH LINK PROJECT 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 29, 2001 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the remark-
able accomplishments of a budding organiza-
tion dedicated to the empowerment and unity 
of youth throughout the Balkan region. 

The Balkans Youth Link has emerged from 
the devastation of war to create a positive fu-
ture for young people in that region. This San 
Francisco-based nonprofit organization, which 
was founded by a constituent of mine, Fred-
erica Bunge, provides support to youth leaders 
of the Balkans who are working to develop a 
truly free society. These strive for openness 
and understanding in a place where ethnic 
conflict has long challenged hopes for peace. 

Since its inception in late 1999, Balkans 
Youth Link has accomplished many important 
projects worthy of our attention. When the 
conflict in Kosovo ended, two trauma recovery 
missions sent teams to rural and urban areas 
in order to create self-support groups, helping 
teachers recover from their own trauma and 
enabling them to give their students a re-
newed interest in learning. 

Last summer, Youth Link 2000, the first 
international public debate camp, which was 
conceived and directed by Enrion Veliaj, suc-
cessfully trained a diverse group of young 
people from Kosovo in the techniques of pub-
lic debate. There the participants gained a 
broad understanding of the importance of free 
speech, diversity of ideas, and respect for 
human rights. 

Also during the summer of 2000, a love of 
music and a desire for peace united in New 
York City a group of Serb, Croat, and Muslim 
youth from Bosnia. Balkans Youth Link Voices 
spent a month together, rehearsing, per-
forming, and sharing their vision for a peaceful 
society. The choral group gave a number of 
excellent performances, including one at the 
closing luncheon of the State of the World 
Forum, where they received a standing ova-
tion for their world premier performance of 
One Song, Many Voices, by Marcus Williams, 
written for Nelson Mandela’s 2001 initiative on 
diversity. 

Mr. Speaker, the latest endeavor of Balkans 
Youth Link is an international Youth Link 
Leadership Institute held in Kosovo in August 
of this year. The project provided community 
leaders and students with an opportunity for 
an exchange of ideas on the crucial issues of 
conflict resolution, advocacy, negotiation, and 
leadership in a variety of contexts. The leader-
ship institute was designed to create socially 
conscious citizens and to motivate them to-
ward leadership and activism. 

The hard work and dedication of the director 
and staff of Youth Link Leadership Institute 
deserves our commendation. Project Director 
Erion Veliaj and coordinators Kujesa 
Bejtullahu and Sagita Muco have been ac-
tively involved for several years in humani-
tarian relief and democracy building activities. 
In addition to directing Youth Link 2000, Mr. 
Veliaj led an election mobilization campaign 
under the auspices of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, (OSCE) in 
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