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So I am just standing here with my 

colleagues, the gentleman from Wash-

ington (Mr. INSLEE), the gentlewoman 

from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), the gentleman 

from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND), and all of 

us who believe in the importance of 

airline security, that it is time out to 

the Congress. Step up to the plate. Say 

to the American public that we are 

going to secure you. We are going to 

make sure when you get on that plane, 

things are safe. Maybe even in the leg-

islation that we pass, we will require 

that every piece of luggage that gets 

on a plane has been screened in some 

fashion.
But if we can elevate the position of 

airline security to an honorable posi-

tion, a professional position, all of us 

will be better off. I am so happy to join 

the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 

INSLEE) and all of the Members this 

evening as we talk about this impor-

tant issue that is important to the se-

curity and safety of all of us here in 

the United States and those traveling 

through the United States. 
Mr. INSLEE. I hope the gentlewoman 

will report to your former skycap fa-

ther that he has got something to be 

proud about, sending you to us. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. I called him up 

and said, ‘‘Dad, turn it on. I am talking 

about you tonight.’’ 
Mr. INSLEE. I thank the gentle-

woman very much. 
I want to yield to the gentleman 

from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) for some 

closing comments. I intend to yield to 

the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAP-

TUR) to finish the hour. 
Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
I would just like to close my remarks 

this evening by once again referring to 

the editorial in the Columbus Dispatch 

of October 16. The editorial ends with 

this question: Will there be no end to 

the revelations of how poorly the Fed-

eral Government, airport security 

workers and airlines have handled the 

job of protecting passengers? How 

many other rules are not being en-

forced, and how much evidence do 

House Republicans need to convince 

them that only a top-notch security 

force, paid by the taxpayers and not 

hired by the low bid contractors, will 

make the airways as safe as possible? A 

bill passed by the Senate and pending 

in the House would federalize airport 

security. The House should stop play-

ing politics with this essential legisla-

tion and pass it. 
I would just like to point out in clos-

ing that in the Senate, they voted 100 

to zero to pass this vital legislation. 

We need to bring it to this floor, and 

we need to pass it this week. If we do 

not, the American people should hold 

us accountable. 
Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the gentleman. 
I would like to yield to a person who 

is always a voice for common sense, 

the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAP-
TUR).

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Washington 
(Mr. INSLEE) and the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) for bringing up 
this very important subject at a time 
when the American people are expect-
ing to hear from us, their representa-
tives, and also our beloved colleague, 
the gentlewoman from Cleveland, Ohio 
(Mrs. JONES), whose family obviously 
has enormous experience in this area, 
merely to say thank you to all of you 
for highlighting this important issue to 
the American public, the issue of safe-
ty in the airline industry and how im-
portant it is and what common sense it 
makes to have a Federal position at 
our various airports around the coun-
try, Federal positions, Federal respon-
sibilities, Federal training and a pro-
gram of instruction and of career ad-
vancement, so we can get the very best 
type of training and trained individuals 
to serve in these critical positions now 
and into the future. 

It would be so very easy for us to 
merely take the Senate bill and to pass 
it here; yet it has been held in abey-
ance now for several weeks. So there is 
not a commitment by the leadership of 
this institution to federalize these se-
curity positions. 

All of us flew back here over the last 
2 days. We know the people out there 
at the airports are doing the very best 
that they can. But, honestly, we need 
to have the same kind of profes-
sionalism that we have in our security 
services around this country at dif-
ferent levels. 

I just wanted to thank these gentle-
men for telling the American people 
that it is high time we took up the 
Senate bill and passed it here. 

I know that the gentleman has time 
remaining, and I want to give him a 
chance to close. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, just to 
make a closing comment, then I am 

going to yield to the Chair so the Chair 

can yield back to the gentlewoman for 

another subject. I wanted to thank the 

Members who have joined me this 

evening. This is the crunch time for 

the U.S. House. It has a duty. I cer-

tainly hope that we do our duty, which 

is to set a time-line to get every bag 

checked for explosive devices, that we 

have a professional force to do it. Heav-

en help us if we do not discharge that 

duty. I hope bipartisanship will actu-

ally blossom this week to get this job 

done.
Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of 

my time to the Chair. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 

Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 

that the Senate has passed with an 

amendment in which the concurrence 

of the House is requested, a bill of the 

House of the following title: 

H.R. 2330. An act making appropriations 

for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food 

and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-

cies programs for the fiscal year ending Sep-

tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (H.R. 2330) ‘‘An Act making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies programs 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2002, and for other purposes,’’ requests 
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. KOHL, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. DORGAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
BYRD, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. 
BOND, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. BURNS, Mr. 
CRAIG, and Mr. STEVENS, to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate. 

f 

EXPLAINING THE CONTEXT FOR 

AMERICA’S CONFLICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
OSBORNE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR)
is recognized for 15 minutes as a fur-
ther designee of the minority leader. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as one 
Member, I feel a particular obligation 
at this time in our country’s history to 
help provide information and insight to 
the American people, and indeed to the 
people around the world, who are look-

ing to us for leadership and for an ex-

planation of enduring freedom, the 

roots of the engagement in which we 

now find ourselves involved with a 

growing coalition around the world. 

From time to time I will be coming to 

the floor, as I did last week and now 

again, to talk about some of the events 

in past years that have created the 

context for the conflict in which we as 

a Nation have now been placed in dead 

center.
Last week we talked a bit about the 

economics of the Middle East and 

America’s over-reliance on imported 

oil and the fact that each of the econo-

mies of the larger region in which this 

conflict is occurring make money pri-

marily from oil, with Saudi Arabia 

being the largest supplier of petroleum 

to the United States. 
In Toledo today, where I just flew 

from, gas prices are down to 99 cents to 

$1.01 a gallon. Do not tell me there is 

no relationship between the desire of 

the oil-producing countries to have 

America win this battle and therefore 

to manipulate a bit on the spot market 

and the price of petroleum. I am sure 

Americans in the short term think 

that is probably a good thing, but in 

the long run what it does is it connects 

us to a very unstable part of the world. 
Indeed, 52 percent of the petroleum 

that we consume is imported from 

Saudi Arabia, from Nigeria, from Ven-

ezuela, from Mexico. America now con-

sumes three times more in imported 
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