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administered by State and local units of gov-
ernment.

(b) MATTERS STUDIES.—For purposes of
subsection (a), the matters described in this
subsection include the following:

(1) An assessment of Federal programs ad-
ministered by State and local units of gov-
ernment, including local educational agen-
cies, explicitly required to implement the
administrative simplification requirements
under provisions of the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.

(2) An assessment of other Federal and
non-Federal programs administered by State
and local units of government, including
local educational agencies, that will be re-
quired to implement the administrative sim-
plification requirements of the Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability Act of
1996 in order to exchange electronic health
data with private sector providers and insur-
ers.

(3) An analysis of the costs that will be in-
curred by State and local units of govern-
ment, including local educational agencies,
to implement the administrative simplifica-
tion requirements of the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 in
programs described in paragraph (1) or (2).

(4) An analysis of Federal resources avail-
able to units of State and local government,
including local educational agencies, for im-
plementing the administrative simplifica-
tion requirements of the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 in
programs described in paragraph (1) or (2).

(5) An assessment of guidance provided to
State and local units of government, includ-
ing local educational agencies, by the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services and
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices on the implementation of the adminis-
trative simplification requirements of the
Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act of 1996 in programs described in
paragraph (1) or (2).

(6) An assessment of the coordination be-
tween the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, the Department of Health and
Human Services, and other Federal agencies
on the implementation of the administrative
simplification requirements of the Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability Act
of 1996 in Federal programs administered by
State and local units of government, includ-
ing local educational agencies, in programs
described in paragraph (1) or (2).

(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“administrative simplification require-
ments’ means all standards for transactions,
data elements for such transactions, unique
health identifiers, code sets, security, and
privacy issued pursuant to sections 262 and
264 of the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996.

SA 2054. Mr. SESSIONS proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 3061, mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2002, and for other purposes; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. . STUDY AND REPORT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The number of students applying for
loans and claiming to attend foreign institu-
tions has risen from 4,594 students in 1993 to
over 12,000 students in the 1998-1999 school
year.

(2) Since 1995 there have been at least 25
convictions of students who fraudulently
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claimed they were attending a foreign insti-
tution, then cashed the check issued directly
to them, and did not attend the foreign insti-
tution.

(3) Tighter disbursement controls are nec-
essary to reduce the number of students
fraudulently applying for loans under title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and
claiming they are going to attend foreign in-
stitutions. Funds should not be disbursed for
attendance at a foreign institution unless
the foreign institution can verify that the
student is attending the institution.

(b) STUDY AND REPORT.—

(1) STUDY.—The Comptroller General shall
conduct a study regarding—

(A) Federal student loan disbursements to
students attending foreign schools; and

(B) fraud, waste, and abuse in the Federal
Family Education Loan Program as the
fraud, waste, and abuse relates to students
receiving funding in order to attend a foreign
school.

(2) REPORT.—The Comptroller General
shall report to Congress regarding the re-
sults of the study.

(3) REPORT CONTENTS.—The
scribed in paragraph (2) shall—

(A) include information on whether or not
there are standards that a foreign school
must meet for an American student to at-
tend and receive a federally guaranteed stu-
dent loan;

(B) compare the oversight controls for
loans dispensed to students attending foreign
schools and domestic institutions;

(C) examine the default rates at foreign
schools that enroll American students re-
ceiving federally guaranteed student loans
and determine the number of students that
are receiving loans in multiple years; and

(D) make recommendations for legislative
changes that are required to ensure the in-
tegrity of the Federal Family Education
Loan Program.

report de-

SA 2055. Mr. GRAMM proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2044 pro-
posed by Mr. DASCHLE to the bill (H.R.
3061) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes;
as follows:

After line 7 on page 9, insert the following:

‘“(6) Protecting the constitutional right of
all firefighters, law enforcement officers and
public safety employees who risk their lives
on a daily basis to protect our property, free-
doms and loved ones in exercising their right
to follow their conscience in whether or not
to join a labor organization in connection
with their decision to pursue a career dedi-
cated to service and sacrifice in defense of
the innocent in order to provide for their
own families.”

—_—

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry will conduct a business meeting
on October 31, 2001, in SR-328A at 2:30
p.m. The purpose of this business meet-
ing will be to confirm the organization
of the Agriculture Committee Sub-
committee membership, mark up the
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credit title of the new Federal farm
bill, and consider S. 1519, a bill to
amend the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act to provide
farm credit assistance for activated re-
servists.

—_—_—

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry be
authorized to conduct a business meet-
ing during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, October 31, 2001. The pur-
pose of this business meeting will be to
confirm the organization of the Agri-
culture Committee subcommittee
membership, mark up the credit title
of the new Federal farm bill, and con-
sider S. 1519, a bill to amend the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development
Act to provide farm credit assistance
for activated reservists.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, October 31, 2001, at 2
p.m. to hold a nomination hearing.

Agenda

Nominees: Mr. George Argyros, Sr.,
of California, to be Ambassador to
Spain, and to serve concurrently and
without additional compensation as
Ambassador to Andorra; Mr. Robert
Beecroft, of Maryland, for the rank of
Ambassador during his tenure of serv-
ice as Head of Mission, Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), Bosnia and Herzegovina; and
Mr. Lyons Brown, Jr., of Kentucky, to
be Ambassador to the Republic of Aus-
tria; to be introduced by: the Honor-
able MITCH MCCONNELL.

Mr. Stephan Minikes, of the District
of Columbia, to be U.S. Representative
to the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, with the rank
of Ambassador, to be introduced by:
the Honorable ARLEN SPECTER.

Mr. William Montgomery, of Penn-
sylvania, to be Ambassador to the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia; Mr. Mel-
vin Sembler, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador to Italy; and Mr. Ronald Weiser,
of Michigan, to be Ambassador to the
Slovak Republic, to be introduced by:
the Honorable CARL LEVIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to hold a closed hearing on intel-
ligence matters on Wednesday, October
31, 2001, at 2:30 p.m., in room S-407 in
the Capitol.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WILDLIFE, AND

WATER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, Sub-
committee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and
Water, be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, October 31, 2001, at 9:30
a.m. to conduct a hearing on innova-
tive financing mechanisms related to
the drinking water and clean water
State revolving fund. The hearing will
be held in the room SD-406.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY,

PROLIFERATION, AND FEDERAL SERVICES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Governmental Affairs and the Sub-
committee on International Security,
Proliferation and Federal Services be
authorized to meet on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 31, 2001, at 9:30 a.m. to hold a
joint hearing entitled ‘‘Terrorism
Through the Mail: Protecting Postal
Workers and the Public.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 3061

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 10 a.m. to-
morrow morning, Thursday, November
1, when the Senate resumes consider-
ation of H.R. 3061, the Labor-HHS Ap-
propriations Act, Senator GREGG be
recognized to offer an amendment re-
garding school construction; that there
be 60 minutes for debate prior to a vote
in relation to the amendment, with the
time equally divided and controlled in
the usual form; that upon the use or
yielding back of time, the Gregg
amendment be laid aside and Senator
LANDRIEU be recognized to offer an
amendment regarding Title I targeting
on which there will be 60 minutes for
debate prior to a vote in relation to the
amendment, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled in the usual form;
that no second-degree amendments be
in order to either amendment prior to
the vote, nor to the language which
may be stricken; that upon the use of
time, the Senate resume consideration
of the Gregg amendment, and then pro-
ceed to vote in relation to the Gregg
amendment; that regardless of the out-
come of the vote, there be 2 minutes
for debate that in relation to the Lan-
drieu amendment; that upon the use of
that time, the Senate proceed to vote
in relation to the Landrieu amend-
ment, with no further intervening ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, having
had that consent agreement entered, I
reiterate what the majority leader said
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a couple of hours ago that we are going
to finish this bill this week, hopefully
tomorrow. It would be really good if we
could. Otherwise, we will have to work
until Friday.

The leader is also extremely inter-
ested in completing the DC appropria-
tions bill. The manager of that bill, the
chairman of the subcommittee, Sen-
ator LANDRIEU, has indicated she is in
conversations with the Senator on the
other side regarding bringing the bill
forward. Hopefully, that can be done
and disposed of in a relatively short pe-
riod of time.

Even though there were no recorded
votes today, nor were there recorded
votes yesterday, significant progress
has been made on this bill. The man-
agers have accepted six or eight
amendments. A couple have been ac-
cepted by voice vote. The staff com-
mittee has been working with a num-
ber of Senators during the day, making
progress on some very significant
amendments. Hopefully, when these
amendments are completed tomorrow,
the Gregg and Landrieu amendments,
we will be ready to complete work on
this bill tomorrow afternoon.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Executive Calendar Nos. 504
through 510; that the nominations be
confirmed, the motions to reconsider
be laid on the table, any statements
thereon appear at the appropriate place
in the RECORD, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate action,
and the Senate return to legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

IN THE AIR FORCE

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the Reserve of the Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
12203:

To be major general

Brigadier General James P. Czekanski, 0000
Brigadier General Hugh H. Forsythe, 0000
Brigadier General Douglas S. Metcalf, 0000
Brigadier General Betty L. Mullis, 0000

To be brigadier general
Colonel Mark W. Anderson, 0000
Colonel John H. Bordelon, Jr., 0000
Colonel Robert L. Corley, 0000
Colonel David L. Frostman, 0000
Colonel Linda S. Hemminger, 0000
Colonel Robert W. Marcott, 0000
Colonel Clay T. McCutchan, 0000
Colonel Harold L. Mitchell, 0000
Colonel James M. Sluder, III, 0000
Colonel Erika C. Steuterman, 0000

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
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of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:
To be general
Gen. Hal M. Hornburg, 0000
IN THE ARMY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment to the grade indicated in the United
States Army, Army Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:
To be colonel
Donald W. Dawson, III, 0000
The following named officer for appoint-
ment to the grade indicated in the United
States Army, Army Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:
To be colonel
Daniel M. Macguire, 0000
The following named officer for appoint-
ment to the grade indicated in the United
States Army. Army Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:
To be lieutenant colonel
Christopher M. Murphy, 0000
The following named officer for appoint-
ment to the grade indicated in the United
States Army, Army Medical Corps under
title 10, U.S.C., section 624:
To be major
Daniel F. Lee, 0000
IN THE NAVY
The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:
To be rear admiral
Rear Adm. (1h) Jose L. Betancourt, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Annette E. Brown, 0000
Rear Adm. (Ih) Brian M. Calhoun, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Kevin J. Cosgriff, 0000
Rear Adm. (Ih) Lewis W. Crenshaw, Jr., 0000
Rear Adm. (Ih) Terrance T. Etnyre, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Mark P. Fitzgerald, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Jonathan W. Greenert, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Curtis A. Kemp, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Walter B. Massenburg, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) James K. Moran, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Charles L. Munns, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) James A. Robb, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Joseph A. Sestak, Jr., 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Steven J. Tomaszeski, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) John W. Townes, III, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Christopher E. Weaver, 0000
Rear Adm. (Ih) Charles B. Young, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Thomas E. Zelibor, 0000

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion.

——————

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to Public Law 81-754, as
amended by Public Law 93-536 and Pub-
lic Law 100-365, appoints the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. DoDD) to the
National Historical Publications and
Records Commission, vice the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS).
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