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First of all, often, particularly in the 

media, there has been the impression 

that we either have Federal employees 

or continue to do it the way it is being 

done.
That is not the case. What is being 

talked about, if it is done without Fed-

eral employees, is the Federal Govern-

ment would have oversight and the au-

thority to authorize these kinds of ac-

tivities; they would be overseen by a 

Federal agency, hopefully a law en-

forcement agency. There would be cri-

teria for employees, there would be 

tests for employees, there would be 

measurements to be taken, all enforced 

by the Federal Government. The idea 

that would continue to be what it is, 

unless it is Federal employees, is not 

true.
The other interesting point is there 

has been a lot of reference, both by the 

media and also by the Members in the 

House pushing for Federal employees, 

to it passing 100–0 in the Senate. It did, 

indeed, but the reason is there are lots 

of things in that bill in addition to the 

matter of what kind of employees we 

have for airport security. Many Mem-

bers would have preferred to have seen 

what the House put in, but we knew we 

did not have the votes. We wanted to 

pass the bill because of what it con-

tained. The idea that it passed 100–0 

does not mean there are not people in 

the Senate who would like to see this 

done in the manner as passed by the 

House.
As we go to a conference, I hope we 

can do that quickly. That is one of the 

most important and timely things to 

do.
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 

f 

APPRECIATION FOR EFFORT OF 

SENATOR THOMAS 

Mr. ENZI. I take this opportunity to 

thank the senior Senator from Wyo-

ming, Mr. THOMAS, for all of the efforts 

he has made in three areas, as well as 

a lot of other areas, but particularly in 

three areas. 
Energy, of course, of which he spoke, 

he has been one of the Members push-

ing for an energy policy for this coun-

try since I have known him, which has 

been quite a while. It looks as if we 

have the opportunity to get that done 

soon. It will be largely due to his ef-

forts on the committee and on the 

floor.
I also thank him for the effort he is 

making in the agricultural area. Our 

State is very dependent on agriculture. 

He serves on the Agriculture Com-

mittee. I think he is the first person 

from Wyoming to serve in 40 years. He 

got in it at a particularly crucial time, 

as we were redoing the farm bill. I 

know that is extremely difficult work. 

When there are 10 Senators together, 

they offer 20 opinions. Trying to mold 

those into one bill can be extremely 
difficult.

Of course, the Senator serves on the 
Finance Committee, as well. That is 
from where the stimulus package is 
coming. Again, there are multiple 
opinions regarding that package. 

I appreciate the efforts and leader-
ship of the Senator in all of those 
areas. I look forward to the great pack-
ages we will have as a result. 

RACE FOR THE CURE

I also mention another effort led by 
his wife, the Race for the Cure, the 
breast cancer effort in our State. The 
four honorary chairs are his wife—defi-
nitely not an honorary chair; she 
spends a great deal of time all year 
working to raise funds to make people 
more aware of the need for breast can-
cer testing, treatment, and early detec-
tion. She is an honorary chair, along 
with our Governor’s wife, Sherri 
Geringer, my wife, Diana, and Con-
gresswoman BARBARA CUBIN’s husband, 
Fritz. They all work a lot of time dur-
ing the year. 

Last weekend, we were at a function 
that kicks off the next year’s Race for 
the Cure. It is well underway. It is a 
great effort. It saves life, both men’s 
and women’s lives. That evening we 
were in Rock Springs, WY, for a dif-
ferent function called Cowboys Against 

Cancer. This event is not limited to 

any particular type of cancer. Rock 

Springs puts on an annual fundraising 

event where anyone in the community 

with cancer receives funds from this 

foundation, up to $1,000, to help offset 

some of their expenses during the year. 

It is a great community effort to help 

out neighbors. 
They asked me to emphasize that, 

even though we have this focus in the 

United States on terrorism, anybody 

who comes down with cancer has a 

form of terrorism. It is important we 

keep giving the ways we have been giv-

ing, as well as giving in new ways. The 

American people are the most giving 

people in the world. This is a time 

when we need to give in new ways, but 

we need to continue the old ways, as 

well.
When somebody in your family comes 

down with cancer, you have ground 

zero in your home, too. That is the po-

tential for a total loss. I hope every-

body keeps up all of those efforts, as 

well as the new emphasis. 
I yield the floor. 
Mr. THOMAS. I thank the Senator 

for his kind comments and I certainly 

enjoy working together. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. TORRICELLI. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent the order for 

the quorum call be dispensed with. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-

dered.

TROUBLING TIMES 

Mr. TORRICELLI. Madam President, 

these are, for all Americans, troubling 

times. While we are defending our Na-

tion at home and abroad, we find our-

selves with conflicting emotions. We 

are by nature a peaceful people but a 

people of enormous resolve, with a 

great love of our Nation, our culture, 

and each other. We respect each other’s 

faiths. We respect the faiths and cul-

tures of those of other nations. 

This mix of emotions has placed us in 

an extraordinary position. Two prin-

cipal issues arise from this dilemma. 

First, in the midst of a military cam-

paign in Afghanistan, we now find the 

religious holidays of the Muslim faith 

upon us, the celebration of Ramadan. 

It is a central date on the Islamic cal-

endar.

The second issue is the extent to 

which our military operations in Af-

ghanistan involve the inevitability and 

the tragedy of civilian casualties. I 

would like to address both of these con-

cerns for a moment. 

It speaks well of the American people 

that we would have a concern about en-

gaging in military activities during the 

religious holidays of some of our own 

citizens, and more important, those of 

other nations. In a nation that is over-

whelmingly Christian but with large 

Jewish and Islamic populations, it is a 

tremendous statement about America 

that even in the waging of conflict we 

want to be deferential to the religions 

of others. Indeed, it speaks well of our 

President that there is even a consider-

ation of the postponement of military 

activities in our air campaign in Af-

ghanistan during Ramadan. 

I strongly urge the President, despite 

his best instincts, that the bombing 

campaign should not be postponed—not 

for a minute, not for a day. What hap-

pened on September 11 and the motiva-

tion of those who might have orches-

trated this campaign from Afghanistan 

is all the evidence that is required that 

bin Laden, al-Qaida, even the Taliban 

are not practicing Islam. 

The massive loss of life at the Pen-

tagon and the World Trade Center in 

the name of that faith is not only not 

in keeping with the teachings of Islam, 

it is blasphemy. It is blasphemy 

against the teachings of Mohammad 

and the Koran. It is an insult to every 

person of Islamic faith in the world. 

For the United States to hesitate or 

suspend our military operations 

against al-Qaida because of Ramadan is 

to suggest that these people are actu-

ally legitimately practicing their faith 

or even, in fact, are of the Islamic 

faith. Their practice of Islam that en-

gages in terrorism, the massive loss of 

life, the use of assassination and terror 

against their own people and the 

United States, their declaration of war 

against people simply because they 

hold a different religious faith or live 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 08:44 Aug 15, 2005 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR01\S02NO1.000 S02NO1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-30T10:55:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




