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magazines, be equipped with plainly visible
chamber load indicators and magazine dis-
connect mechanisms.

As with many other consumer products, fire-
arm design can reduce the risk of injury. But
unlike other products, gun design decisions
have been largely left to manufacturers. Fortu-
nately, firearms manufacturers have already
produced many guns with safety devices, such
as chamber load indicators and magazine dis-
connect mechanisms, which can help reduce
the risk of accidental injuries.

A chamber load indicator indicates that the
gun’s firing chamber is loaded with ammuni-
tion, but to be effective, a user must be aware
of the indicator. Generally, chamber load indi-
cators display the presence of ammunition via
a small protrusion somewhere on the hand-
gun. Unfortunately, most chamber load indica-
tors do not clearly indicate their existence to
untrained users or observers. We must ensure
these indicators are easily visible to all gun
users, and my legislation will do just that.

By comparison, a magazine disconnect
mechanism is an interlocking device which
prevents a firearm from being fired when its
ammunition magazine is removed, even if
there is a round in the chamber. Interlocks are
found on a wide variety of consumer products
to reduce injury risks. For example, most new
cars have an interlocking device that prevents
the automatic transmission shifter from being
moved from the “park” position unless the
brake pedal is depressed. It is common sense
that a product as dangerous as a gun should
contain a similar safety mechanism.

This is an issue of great importance to me.
At the age of sixteen, | was left paralyzed
when a police officer's gun accidentally dis-
charged and severed my spine. Had the gun
involved in my accident been equipped with a
chamber load indicator, the officer would have
known that the weapon was loaded. Clearly,
mistakes can happen even when guns are in
the hands of highly-trained weapons experts,
which is why safety devices are so critical.

| urge my colleagues to join me and the 43
original co-sponsors of this bill in reducing the
risk of unintentional shootings. Please co-
sponsor this responsible measure, and help
make guns safer for consumer use while pro-
tecting those unfamiliar with the operation of
guns.
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of the contributions to Kentucky Jour-
nalism one of the great citizens and most no-
table journalists of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, Mr. Al Smith.

Al Smith has been a major player in Ken-
tucky Journalism since 1958 when he arrived
in our Commonwealth after having covered
New Orleans government. His first position
was editor of the Russellville News-Democrat
in Logan County. He learned about grassroots
politics by spending time with the wing of the
Kentucky Democratic Party headed by Logan

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Countian Emerson ‘Doc’ Beauchamp, who
was the political enemy of Governor A.B.
Chandler.

In 1968 Smith and some partners started
their own newspaper, the Logan Leader, in
competition with the News-Democrat. In a few
weeks they owned both papers and began bi-
weekly publishing. Then came the purchase of
newspapers in Morgantown, Cadiz, and
Leitchfield as part of Al Smith Communica-
tions.

Smith served as chairman of the Kentucky
Oral History Commission and the Kentucky
Arts Commission. He also became moderator
of Kentucky Educational Television’s “Com-
ment on Kentucky” which he still heads 27
years later.

Mr. Speaker, Al Smith had grown up an ad-
mirer of the Tennessee Valley Authority and
actively sought a seat on its board. Instead,
he was named federal co-chairman of the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission by President
Jimmy Carter. He also served in that capacity
temporarily under President Ronald Reagan.

Upon his return to Kentucky, he purchased
the Sentinel Echo in London and moved there.
After the sale of Al Smith Communications to
Park Newspapers in the mid-80’s, he and his
wife Martha Helen moved to Lexington where
he produced and was host of the statewide
radio talk show AOK Primeline. He continues
to live in Lexington and one of his home
towns, Sarasota, Florida.

Al Smith has been honored by several
groups, awarded an honorary doctorate by
Cumberland College, and named to the Ken-
tucky Journalism Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, November 1,
2001 Logan County will honor Kentucky’s
most notable journalists featuring Al Smith and
those he has been a mentor to including The
Courier Journal’s Al Cross who is now national
president of the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists; Larry Craig, President of the Kentucky
Press Association and a Hall of Fame jour-
nalist; his daughter Catherine Hancock, who
became a reporter for the Tennessean before
going to law school; and News-Democrat &
Leader Editor Jim Turner, who has won over
62 awards in the journalism profession.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | inadvertently
did not vote on Roll Call #414 during its vote
series yesterday. Had | voted, | would have
voted “yes.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that this statement be in-
serted in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at the
appropriate place.
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TRIBUTE TO LORRAINE C. HORN
ON BEING AWARDED THE 2001 ST.
MADELEINE SOPHIE BARAT
AWARD

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lorraine C. Horn, a distinguished citizen
and resident of San Mateo County, who is
being honored on November 6, 2001, by the
Sacred Heart Schools of Atherton, California,
with the 2001 St. Madeleine Sophie Barat
Award.

An alumna of Sacred Heart School, Ath-
erton, and San Francisco State University,
Lorraine Horn served as Chair of the Board of
Trustees of Sacred Heart School, Atherton
from 1987 until 1991. In 1998, she gave gen-
erously of her time and talents to the Sacred
Heart community as Chair of the yearlong
centennial celebration of the School's found-
ing. Lorraine is an active and vital participant
in numerous community service projects, in-
cluding the Peninsula Bridge Program, Fami-
lies in Transition and the Peninsula Auxiliary
of the Medical Mission Sisters. Lorraine Horn
is passionately committed to education. She is
the devoted mother of three and the doting
grandmother of two. Lorraine and her husband
Albert have earned well-deserved reputations
as outstanding volunteers and philanthropists
within our community.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor
Lorraine C. Horn as she receives the 2001 St.
Madeleine Sophie Barat Award. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting her and thank-
ing her for her extraordinary service to our
community and our country.

RAINBOWS FOR ALL CHILDREN—
GUAM

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, grieving is
a natural process brought about by emotional
loss. Unexpressed grief usually takes its toll
with problems surfacing in a person’s behav-
ior, academic performance, as well as his or
her physical and emotional condition. It is for
this reason that an international not-for-profit
organization was instituted to offer training and
curricula for establishing a peer support group
for children and adults who are undergoing
painful transitions in their family life. Rainbows
For All Children has helped guide individuals
through the initial feelings of hurt towards a
stage of healing in order to foster a feeling of
hope. The objective of this program is to fur-
nish participants with an understanding of their
new family unit, to assist in building a stronger
sense of self-esteem and to direct them to-
wards a healthy resolution of the changes that
have taken place in their personal lives.

For the past thirteen years, the organiza-
tion’s local chapter, Rainbows For All Chil-
dren—Guam, has been able to help thou-
sands of children, youth, and adults in my



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-30T10:57:05-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




