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without any standards for disclosure or re-
course when information is used against 
someone. 

This bill creates consumer protection stand-
ards for the sharing of information among 
agencies, while giving our regulators additional 
tools to help integrate the regulation of our fi-
nancial markets. It also significantly increases 
the information available to each regulator 
when tracking down fraud and corruption 
across industries. We are thus not only pro-
tecting our American consumers from domes-
tic fraud artists, but also strengthening the 
ability of our government to track down and 
break apart the financial network of inter-
national terrorists. 

Financial fraud costs our nation over 100 
billion dollars a year, hurting the lives of mil-
lions of Americans and their families. Now with 
the war on terrorism, the stakes are even 
higher. The Rogers bill protects consumers 
and protects our nation. It was passed out by 
a new unanimous bipartisan vote in both the 
Financial Services and Judiciary Committee 
after having been reviewed by hundreds of 
lawyers from all spectrums of the financial 
services and law enforcement systems. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also including for the 
RECORD an exchange of correspondence be-
tween Chairman COMBEST and myself regard-
ing the jurisdiction of the Committee on Agri-
culture on this legislation. I thank him for his 
assistance in bringing this legislation forward 
and appreciate his cooperation. I also want to 
thank the Chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Mr. SENSENBRENNER for his ongoing 
commitment to bring this legislation to the 
floor. Finally, I want to thank the members of 
the Committee on Financial Services, includ-
ing Chairman BACHUS, Ranking Member LA-
FALCE, and Subcommittee Ranking Member 
WATERS for their cooperation and hard work 
on this legislation. And of course, much of the 
credit for this goes to a Committee freshman 
and FBI alum, MIKE ROGERS from Michigan 

It is the right bill for the right time to protect 
consumers and stop terrorism. I urge your 
support for Mr. ROGERS’ antifraud legislation. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,

Washington, DC, July 31, 2001. 

Hon. MICHAEL G. OXLEY,

Chairman, Committee on Financial Services, 

Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN OXLEY: I understand that 

the Committee on Financial Services re-

cently ordered reported H.R. 1408, the Finan-

cial Services Antifraud Network Act of 2001. 

As you know, the legislation contains provi-

sions which fall within the jurisdiction of 

the Committee on Agriculture pursuant to 

clause 1(a) of Rule X of the Rules of the 

House of Representatives. 
Beacuse of your willingness to consult 

with the Committee on Agriculture regard-

ing this matter and the need to move this 

legislation expeditiously, I will waive consid-

eration of the bill by the Committee on Agri-

culture. By agreeing to waive its consider-

ation of the bill, the Agriculture Committee 

does not waive its jurisdiction over H.R. 1408. 

In addition, the Committee reserves its au-

thority to seek conferees on any provisions 

of the bill that are within the Agriculture 

Committee’s jurisdiction during any House- 

Senate conference that may be convened on 

this legislation. 

I request that you include this letter and 

your response as part of your committee’s 

report on the bill and the Congressional 

Record during consideration of the legisla-

tion on the House floor. 

Thank you for your attention to these 

matters,

Sincerely,

LARRY COMBEST,

Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,

Washington, DC, August 1, 2001. 

Hon. LARRY COMBEST,

Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, Long-

worth House Office Building, Washington, 

DC.
DEAR CHAIRMAN COMBEST: Thank you for 

your letter regarding your Committee’s ju-

risdictional interest in H.R. 1408, the Finan-

cial Services Antifraud Network Act of 2001. 

I acknowledge your committee’s jurisdic-

tional interest in this legislation and appre-

ciate your cooperation in moving the bill to 

the House floor expeditiously. I agree that 

your decision to forego further action on the 

bill will not prejudice the Committee on Ag-

riculture with respect to its jurisdictional 

prerogatives on this or similar legislation. I 

will include a copy of your letter and this re-

sponse in the Committee’s report on the bill 

and the Congressional Record when the legis-

lation is considered by the House. Addition-

ally, I will support any request you might 

make for conferees, should a conference be 

necessary.

Thank you again for your cooperation. 

Sincerely,

MICHAEL G. OXLEY,

Chairman.

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 

I do not know that we have any other 

speakers wishing to be heard. I want to 

again second what the gentleman from 

Ohio (Mr. OXLEY), the chairman of the 

full committee, said. 

The cooperation that we have re-

ceived from the gentleman from Mis-

sissippi (Mr. SHOWS), from the gen-

tleman from New York (Mr. LAFALCE),

from the gentlewoman from California 

(Ms. WATERS) has been tremendous. 

The gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 

SHOWS) was an original cosponsor of 

this legislation. This truly is a bipar-

tisan, or nonpartisan, effort; and I 

think it shows what this Congress can 

do when they put aside their petty dif-

ferences on many occasions and work 

for the common good of the people, and 

they have done that. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I am very 
pleased to proceed with floor consideration of 
H.R. 1408, the Financial Services Antifraud 
Network Act of 2001. When we initially consid-
ered marking up this legislation in the Finan-
cial Institutions subcommittee, there were a 
number of problems with the structure and the 
content of that version. I want to thank my col-
league, Mr. BACHUS for his willingness to post-
pone that markup so that we could work to-
gether to improve this bill. A number of im-
provements have been made to this legislation 
since it was introduced. The structure for infor-
mation sharing among the regulators has been 
greatly simplified. The categories of informa-
tion to be shared among the regulators have 

been narrowed, and safeguards have been 
put in place to protect individuals. In addition, 
certain due process protections have been 
added to the bill, which grant individuals the 
right to receive notice and respond when infor-
mation from the network is used to take action 
against them. Finally, this bill provides insur-
ance regulators with increased access to infor-
mation when conducting criminal background 
checks on financial professionals. Additional 
safeguards are provided governing the use of 
this information. 

I want to thank my colleagues Chairman 
BACHUS, Congressman ROGERS, Congress-
man MOORE, Congressman GONZALEZ, Rank-
ing Member LAFALCE and Chairman OXLEY as 
well as their staffs for working cooperatively to 
improve this legislation. I am pleased that the 
process went so well and has resulted in a 
better bill, and that agreement has been 
reached on the final outstanding issue regard-
ing financial regulators’ access to confidential 
supervisory information. This issue is not a 
partisan one. We all want to combat fraud and 
protect consumers. In light of the events of 
September 11, it has become even more cru-
cial to ensure that criminals do not evade de-
tection merely by varying their methodology. 

I think that once we began working together, 
in a bipartisan manner, on this legislation, we 
realized that common ground was not an elu-
sive goal. I would hope that we can continue 
to work together across the aisle on other 
issues of mutual concern as this Congress 
continues. Once again, I thank my colleagues 
for their hard work. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, there 

being no further requests for time, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-

tion offered by the gentleman from 

Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) that the House 

suspend the rules and pass the bill, 

H.R. 1408, as amended. 
The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 

those present have voted in the affirm-

ative.
Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 

proceedings on this motion will be 

postponed.

f 

RADIO FREE AFGHANISTAN ACT 

OF 2001 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 2998) to authorize the establish-

ment of Radio Free Afghanistan, as 

amended.

The Clerk read as follows: 

H.R. 2998 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Radio Free 

Afghanistan Act of 2001’’. 
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SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF RADIO FREE AF-

GHANISTAN.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Broadcasting 

Board of Governors is authorized to make 

grants for surrogate radio broadcasting by 

RFE/RL, Incorporated (also known as Radio 

Free Europe/Radio Liberty) to the people of 

Afghanistan in languages spoken in Afghani-

stan, such broadcasts to be designated 

‘‘Radio Free Afghanistan’’. 
(b) SUBMISSION OF PLAN TO BROADCASTING

BOARD OF GOVERNORS.—Not later than 15 

days after the date of the enactment of this 

Act, RFE/RL, Incorporated, shall submit to 

the Broadcasting Board of Governors a de-

tailed plan for the establishment of the sur-

rogate radio broadcasting described in sub-

section (a). 
(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING OPER-

ATIONS.—In addition to such sums as are oth-

erwise authorized to be appropriated for 

‘‘International Broadcasting Operations’’, 

there are authorized to be appropriated for 

‘‘International Broadcasting Operations’’ 

$9,500,000 for the fiscal year 2002 and $8,000,000 

for the fiscal year 2003 for broadcasting to 

Afghanistan described in subsection (a). 

(2) BROADCASTING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS.—

In addition to such sums as are otherwise au-

thorized to be appropriated for ‘‘Broad-

casting Capital Improvements’’, there are 

authorized to be appropriated for ‘‘Broad-

casting Capital Improvements’’ $10,000,000 for 

the fiscal year 2002 for transmitting broad-

casts into Afghanistan. 

SEC. 3. REPEAL OF BAN ON UNITED STATES 
TRANSMITTER IN KUWAIT. 

The Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 

Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 (Public Law 103– 

236) is amended— 

(1) by striking section 226; and 

(2) by striking the item relating to section 

226 in the table of contents. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-

tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)

each will control 20 minutes. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from California (Mr. ROYCE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 

have 5 legislative days within which to 

revise and extend their remarks and to 

include extraneous material on the bill 

under consideration. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-

tleman from California? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 

the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE)

for his leadership on the Committee on 

International Relations where this bill, 

the Radio Free Afghanistan Act, passed 

by voice vote last Thursday. I would 

also like to acknowledge the work of 

my co-author, the gentleman from 

California (Mr. BERMAN), who is trav-

eling back from business in the district 

and could not be here yet today. 
Mr. Speaker, the primary source of 

current news and information for the 

people of Afghanistan is the radio. 

Eighty-five percent of Afghans get 

their information from the radio. They 

do not have television there. That was 

banned under the Islamic law that the 

Taliban enforces. All of the televisions 

were destroyed. So Afghans saw no 

footage of the devastation at the World 

Trade Center. They had not had the op-

portunity to see what happened at our 

Pentagon.
Throughout that country on Sep-

tember 11 people held up small tran-

sistor radios to their ears to listen to 

news accounts. However, the news ac-

counts they heard are far different 

from those that we heard in this coun-

try. Throughout the region, they heard 

that the attacks on the World Trade 

Center were the work of the Israel Gov-

ernment, the work of the Israelis with 

help from the Indian Government with 

the United States trying to cover this 

up. Why? Why did they believe this? 

Well, they were told by al-Qaeda and 

others that there were 4,000 Jewish 

Americans who did not go to work that 

day because they were tipped off; there 

was a plot to blame all this on Osama 

bin Laden. 
We know that, in fact, is a lie; but 

they do not have access to that infor-

mation. Because long before the ter-

rorist attacks of September 11, bin 

Laden sympathizers waged a psycho-

logical war for the minds of Afghans. 

They shrewdly used radio to spread ha-

tred of the United States, hatred of de-

mocracy, hatred of Israel, and hatred 

of Muslims who rejected their hate. 
I believe that the establishment of a 

Radio Free Afghanistan by Radio Free 

Europe is essential to winning the in-

formation war. Radio Free Europe, 

Radio Liberty does one thing very well. 

It engages in surrogate broadcasting, 

and they will operate as if Afghanistan 

had a free and vibrant press. They will 

counter these lies. 
The Taliban and the terrorists they 

are harboring use propaganda, and they 

use censorship to maintain power. 

They must be countered. 
As William Safire points out in last 

Thursday’s New York Times, he says, 

‘‘That message that is sent should be 

the Taliban are corrupting the Koran, 

the Taliban and their terrorist guest 

bin Laden are the cause of Afghan cas-

ualties. As soon as the fanatic Saudi 

outsiders surrender then peace and 

food and jobs will come to the coun-

try.’’
I have been calling for Radio Free Af-

ghanistan for several years, since 1996; 

and I think it is fair to say that the 

previous administration had little in-

terest in this type of aggressive broad-

casting in Afghanistan. I talked to the 

former Under Secretaries of State. I 

talked to the Secretary of State about 

this, and at one point I argued in com-

mittee that Afghanistan would pose a 

national security threat to the United 

States if what was happening there was 

not countered. 
If we had Radio Free Afghanistan up 

and running for several years, the ter-

rorists would not have had the fertile 
ground they have found in Afghanistan 
to prepare, to train, to be funded. It is 
very hard to organize like this when 
you are on the run. 

I believe Radio Free Europe, Radio 
Liberty is the best organization for 
broadcasting to Afghanistan for the 
following reasons: first, it had an out-
standing impact behind the Iron Cur-
tain during the Cold War; second, there 
are eight employees there who ran 
Radio Free Afghanistan during the So-
viet invasion in 1985. It has the experi-
ence, the expertise. It was helpful at 
rallying the Afghan people against the 
Soviets, and I think it will have the 
best chance of providing information 
that will help turn the Afghan people 
against the Taliban and other extrem-
ists.

It is the voice of Afghans talking 
about the radicalism of the Taliban, 
frankly, that will be our best ally. 

This legislation will provide for 12 
hours of broadcasting a day; 6 in 
Pashto, 6 in Dari, the two major lan-
guages. In addition, this legislation 
provides for three transmitters to be 
moved from Spain to Kuwait. They are 
not currently being used. Kuwait is an 
ideal location geographically for trans-
mission to Afghanistan. Although it is 
my intention that these transmitters 
be primarily used to broadcast to Af-
ghanistan, they may also be used to 
broadcast throughout the Middle East 
or to China. 

The concept behind Radio Free Af-
ghanistan is to do what was done with 
Radio Free Europe in Poland and in the 
Czech Republic and across Eastern Eu-
rope. When we talk with leaders of Po-

land, Lech Walesa, when we talk to 

Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic, 

they say that the hearts and minds of 

those people in those countries were 

turned by the opportunity to listen 

daily to a radio broadcast which ex-

plained what was actually happening 

inside their society. 
These broadcasts were able to explain 

and put in context what they would be 

hearing from the Soviet broadcasts. 

Over time we know from these leaders 

that this was the most effective single 

thing that changed the attitudes of the 

average person in Eastern Europe. 

b 1500

We know what happened to the Ber-

lin Wall, and part of this was because 

they had access to information. Radio 

Free Europe broadcast to all of Eastern 

Europe during the Cold War except for 

one country, and that country was the 

former Yugoslavia. We all know the 

atrocities that have taken place there. 
I remember a young Croatian jour-

nalist telling me, if only we had had 

the type of broadcast they had in 

Czechoslovakia in Yugoslavia we would 

not have had the slaughter. We would 

have been able to teach people about 

political pluralism and tolerance and 

democracy.
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So we know that surrogate broad-

casting works. China spends a tremen-
dous amount of time attempting to 
jam the broadcasts in Radio Free Asia. 
Saddam Hussein has long complained 
about Radio Free Iraq, calling these 
broadcasts an act of aggression. The 
Iraqi dictator has apparently become 
so irked by this attempt to undermine 
his control over the media, that intel-
ligence officials have recently uncov-
ered a plot by Iraq to bomb Radio Free 
Europe’s headquarters in Prague. 

Evil regimes like the Taliban hold 
power through ignorance and propa-
ganda. The Afghan people deserve 
something better. They deserve to hear 
the truth, and I hope my colleagues 
will support this bill for Radio Free Af-
ghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I rise in strong support of 
this bill. 

Madam Speaker, this is an extremely 
important piece of legislation, and I 
want to commend my good friend and 
distinguished colleague, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ROYCE), for intro-
ducing this legislation and being its 
principal sponsor. He deserves enor-
mous credit. I also want to commend 
our colleague, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERMAN), for being the 
principal Democratic author, and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) for 
expediting the handling of the legisla-
tion.

Madam Speaker, as our military is 
executing our plans in Afghanistan 
with extraordinary skill, we are falling 
behind in the battle for the minds and 
hearts and souls of the people of Af-
ghanistan. It is almost incomprehen-
sible that our values should be chal-
lenged and questioned by the barbaric 
nihilists of Osama bin Laden and the 
Taliban leadership. I support this legis-
lation because it is evident that we 
need to increase dramatically our pub-
lic diplomacy not just in Afghanistan 
but across the Muslim world. 

The Middle East Broadcasting initia-
tive, announced by the administration, 
and Radio Free Afghanistan, estab-
lished by this legislation, introduced 
by the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE), are two important initiatives 
that will help us reach tens of millions 
of Muslims to provide fair, accurate, 
dependable information about the 
United States, our values and our poli-
cies.

I remember well during the Second 
World War how powerful it was to lis-
ten to the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration and the American Voice of 
Freedom as a counterweight to the vi-
cious propaganda of Hitler and Goeb-
bels. We are in a somewhat similar 

fight, confronting a totalitarian, nihi-

listic, barbarian enemy that is ready to 

resort to nonstop lies and distortions 

to make their case. 

We must do much more than just 

pass this legislation, Madam Speaker, 

to reach the disaffected youth in the 

Middle East, in Central Asia, but also 

in Africa, East Asia, and across the 

globe. We must intensify all of our 

Voice of America broadcasting, and the 

broadcasting of Free Asia and Free Af-

ghanistan, and we must increase our 

educational and cultural programs. We 

must come up with new and innovative 

ways to reach the young people who 

live on the outer fringes of all these so-

cieties. Marginalized youth who live 

without hope and without opportunity 

grow up into hate-filled men and 

women who choose to bring death and 

destruction to themselves and to those 

around them. 
H.R. 2998 is an important piece of leg-

islation and moves us in the right di-

rection of presenting the case of free-

dom and truth in Afghanistan. I 

strongly urge all of my colleagues to 

support it. 
Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-

ance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume to 

express my appreciation to the gen-

tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),

the ranking member of the House Com-

mittee on International Relations, who 

is a strong supporter of public diplo-

macy based upon his own unique expe-

riences. I look forward to continuing to 

work with him in the future in doing 

more in this critical area, and I thank 

him for the focus he has brought to 

this.
Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 

thank my friend. 
Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

2 minutes to the gentleman from Penn-

sylvania (Mr. ENGLISH).
Mr. ENGLISH. Madam Speaker, I 

would like to publicly thank both gen-

tlemen from California for their excel-

lent efforts in this area. 
Madam Speaker, Shakespeare wrote 

‘‘Time’s glory is to calm contending 

kings, to unmask falsehood, and bring 

truth to light.’’ The truth is a powerful 

foundation for freedom, and it is a pow-

erful weapon on behalf of freedom. I 

propose that we enlist it in the current 

conflict in Afghanistan. 
That is why I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 2998, the Radio Free Afghani-

stan Act. As a cosponsor of this legisla-

tion, I recognize the need to counter 

the negative propaganda that the 

Taliban government is force-feeding 

the Afghan people. We must let the Af-

ghan people know the truth about the 

war we are fighting and what the 

United States is prepared to do to help 

them as innocent victims of the 

Taliban regime. 
The people need to know the truth 

about the cause and effect of harboring 

the agents of terrorism. The people of 

Afghanistan are not hearing our mes-

sage, but instead are being filled with 

the lies of the Taliban. This has to 

stop. We must let them know that the 
war we are fighting is not with them, 
but rather with the Taliban, who have 
been systematically stripping away the 
common individual’s liberties since 
they came to power. 

During the Cold War, as the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE)
noted, similar radio broadcasts spread 
information and ideas, including the 
presentation of the democratic ideal, 
which proved fatal to the Eastern Bloc. 
I believe this same tool can be dev-
astating to the Taliban. These radio 
broadcasts are absolutely essential to 
this freedom struggle. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting the spread of truth and vote 
in favor of this legislation, because, as 
we know, only the truth shall set us 
free.

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK).

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the bill, H.R. 
2998, authored by the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE), recreating 
Radio Free Afghanistan. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty pre-
viously broadcast to Afghanistan from 
1985 to the end of fiscal year 1993. Al-
though it broadcast to Afghanistan 
during the last half of the Soviet-Af-
ghan war, RFE/RL had been reporting 
on the war and its happenings in Af-
ghanistan since the 1979 invasion 
through its other services in Russian, 
Turkmen, Tajik, and Uzbek. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty has 
a 50-year-plus history of delivering ac-
curate and timely information to areas 
that would not otherwise receive it. 
The creation of Radio Free Asia in the 
1990s built on this tradition. Currently, 
Afghans are in desperate need of access 
to this information. 

Although RFE/RL is currently not 
broadcasting into Afghanistan, it is 
providing vital information about the 
war through its other services to other 
countries in the region. One example 
can be found in the case of Afghan re-
sistance general Abdurashid Dustom. 
Recently, Russian TV programs re-
ported the killing of this prominent 

anti- Taliban general. The reports were 

picked up by media in various Central 

Asian countries and broadcast through-

out the region. Just 2 hours after the 

first Russian report, RFE/RL’s Tajik 

service aired an interview with General 

Dustom himself, denying the false re-

ports. Subsequently, RFE/RL’s 

Turkmen, Uzbek, and Persian services 

also broadcast the interview. 
A 1999 study conducted by the U.S. 

Broadcasting Board of Governors, con-

cluded that 80 percent of Afghan men 

listen to the Voice of America. The 

need to provide these men with accu-

rate information from their country 

and around the world has never been 

greater.
I also want to thank the Czech people 

for their decision to host RFE/RL in 
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Central Europe. Building on Vaclav 

Havel’s experience as a prisoner of con-

science listening to Radio Liberty un-

derscores the value of this service. 
Unlike BBC World Service and other 

radios, RFE/RL provides unbiased news 

about unfree societies in their own lan-

guage about their own society. The dif-

ference is key and the service is invalu-

able.
I want to thank the gentleman from 

California (Mr. ROYCE) for introducing 

this bill, and also the gentleman from 

Illinois (Mr. HYDE), the chairman, and 

Congress’ hero on human rights, the 

gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-

TOS) for bringing it to the floor today. 

This is one of the many tools we will 

need to fight terrorism around the 

globe, and arming citizens with the 

truth is the best way to bring about 

change, victory and reducing American 

casualties.
Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I have 

no further requests for time, and I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I want to thank my colleagues for 

their support. Now, some might ques-

tion whether broadcasts to this part of 

the world would really make that 

much of a difference. I suggest that if 

done right, these broadcasts would 

make a profound difference in our war 

on terrorism, and I want to give an ex-

ample.
Yesterday, the Wall Street Journal 

reported that on the streets of Tehran 

in Iraq, young people, Iranians born 

after the revolution of Ayatollah Kho-

meini and fed up with extreme theoc-

racy, are in the streets, in the streets 

last night, chanting ‘‘We love the 

USA.’’ Yes, ‘‘We love the USA.’’ That is 

what was occurring in the streets in 

Iran. And these young people, because 

they want freedom, are our allies and 

our friends. The hard-line mullahs, who 

have run on the ‘‘America is the great 

Satan’’ line for years, are deadly fear-

ful of these rumblings. 
What is being credited with prompt-

ing these expressions is a message of 

freedom that is being sent by a private 

television station in Los Angeles, run 

by Iranian expatriates. These broad-

casts are challenging the power of the 

repressive theocracy, the power of the 

mullahs who would control every as-

pect of Iranian lives. And these broad-

casts are speaking to Iranian women’s 

desires to play a role in modern soci-

ety. These and other broadcasts are 

revolutionary and, in this case, it is an 

Iranian revolution in America’s favor. 
Now, Iran is not Afghanistan, that is 

true, but there are parallels, and what 

is the same is the power of ideas, the 

urge for freedom and for individual dig-

nity. That is the desire that Radio Free 

Afghanistan will be able to bolster, 

which will significantly aid our war 

against terrorism. And that is why I 

urge my colleagues to pass this legisla-

tion and why I urge final passage of the 

bill.
Mr. GILMAN. Madam Speaker, I want to 

commend Committee Chairman HYDE for 
bringing this bill before the House and I com-
mend Subcommittee Chairman ROYCE for 
crafting this important initiative. 

For the past several years, the people of Af-
ghanistan have been manipulated by foreign 
forces who are motivated by selfish evil inten-
tions. Saudi Arabia, along with Pakistan, have 
created a radical Islamic fundamentalist move-
ment in Afghanistan which threatens inter-
national stability. While we work to ensure that 
the governments of those two countries per-
manently change their policy, the only way 
that the world will be safe from the disaster 
that they have created is by helping the Af-
ghan people to liberate themselves from the 
Taliban and bin Laden, and to give them the 
tools to put together a broad based represent-
ative form of government. 

For the past several years, members of our 
Committee have been working with the former 
King and the Northern Alliance to ensure that 
our government support the Afghan people’s 
desire for a free and democratic Afghanistan. 
A Radio Free Afghanistan can play a signifi-
cant role in this endeavor. Accordingly, I urge 
my colleagues to support this measure. 

Mr. HOEFFEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 2998, the ‘‘Radio 
Free Afghanistan Act.’’ I would first like to 
thank my House International Relations Com-
mittee colleagues, ED ROYCE and HOWARD 
BERMAN, for their hard work in introducing this 
important piece of legislation, and to acknowl-
edge their commitment to free speech and 
freedom in Afghanistan. 

The importance of the Radio Free Afghani-
stan Act should not be underestimated. Under 
this bill, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
would expand to create Radio Free Afghani-
stan. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty has ef-
fectively developed over the past 50 years the 
‘‘surrogate broadcasting’’ concept of local, re-
gional and international news in native lan-
guages in countries that do not enjoy freedom 
of the press. 

The principle of broadcasting news and fac-
tual information free of the propaganda of re-
pressive states is well established. Bringing 
the truth of the Taliban’s actions to the Afghan 
people would continue a long-held tradition of 
bringing the voice of liberty and personal free-
dom to people around the world. 

The Radio Free Afghanistan Act would sim-
ply allow the Afghan people to learn the hard- 
hitting truth about what is happening in their 
own country. As we all know, knowledge is 
power. 

In the war against terrorism, we must blan-
ket the people of Afghanistan with the voice of 
freedom, truth and democracy as we blanket 
the Taliban with bombs. I strongly urge my 
colleagues to support this vitally important 
piece of legislation. 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-

tion offered by the gentleman from 

California (Mr. ROYCE) that the House 

suspend the rules and pass the bill, 

H.R. 2998, as amended. 

The question was taken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 

those present have voted in the affirm-

ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, on 

that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 

proceedings on this motion will be 

postponed.
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NATHANIEL R. JONES AND FRANK 

J. BATTISTI FEDERAL BUILDING 

AND UNITED STATES COURT-

HOUSE

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 

bill (H.R. 852) to designate the Federal 

building and United States courthouse 

to be constructed at 10 East Commerce 

Street in Youngstown, Ohio, as the 

‘‘Nathaniel R. Jones and Frank J. 

Battisti Federal Building and United 

States Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

H.R. 852 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 
The Federal building and United States 

courthouse to be constructed at 10 East Com-

merce Street in Youngstown, Ohio, shall be 

known and designated as the ‘‘Nathaniel R. 

Jones and Frank J. Battisti Federal Building 

and United States Courthouse’’. 

SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 
Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 

document, paper, or other record of the 

United States to the Federal building and 

United States courthouse referred to in sec-

tion 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 

the ‘‘Nathaniel R. Jones and Frank J. 

Battisti Federal Building and United States 

Courthouse’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

BIGGERT). Pursuant to the rule, the 

gentleman from Montana (Mr. 

REHBERG) and the gentlewoman from 

California (Mrs. TAUSCHER) each will 

control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Montana (Mr. REHBERG).

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-

sume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 852 designates 

the Federal building and United States 

courthouse to be constructed at 10 East 

Commerce Street in Youngstown, Ohio, 

as the Nathaniel R. Jones and Frank J. 

Battisti Federal Building and United 

States Courthouse. 

Judge Nathaniel R. Jones was born in 

Youngstown, Ohio, in 1926. After serv-

ing in the United States Air Force dur-

ing World War II, he earned his under-

graduate degree and law degree from 

Youngstown State University. Judge 

Jones was the editor of the Buckeye 
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