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In my opinion, this is very good news 

for patients and health care providers 

in all 50 States. Yesterday’s decision 

encourages doctors to aggressively use 

Federally-controlled drugs to treat 

pain while making sure that one State 

cannot overturn Federal law. This 

move by Attorney General Ashcroft 

was absolutely the right thing to do 

and I applaud him for it. 
A couple of other editorial com-

ments: I heard someone say, Well, wait 

a minute; this directly overturns Or-

egon law. It does not. Conversely, the 

State of Oregon cannot overturn Fed-

eral law, and that is what the State of 

Oregon tried to do. 
Federal law has been in effect for 29 

years. The Controlled Substances Act 

goes way back, and it said the Federal 

Government regulates the use of these 

very strong and in some cases deadly 

drugs. The Federal law states it can 

only be used for a legitimate medical 

purpose.
The State of Oregon tried to pass by 

referendum a law that says these drugs 

can be used for assisted suicide. The 

Drug Enforcement Administration said 

they cannot be used for assisted sui-

cide.
Attorney General Reno made a seri-

ous mistake 3 years ago when she said 

it was okay. She was wrong. She was 

overturning basically and not inter-

preting the law correctly, not agreeing 

with the Drug Enforcement Agency 

that said they never could be used. 

They reviewed it extensively. I think 

she made a serious mistake, and as a 

result some physicians in Oregon were 

using federally controlled drugs to as-

sist in death. 
Attorney General Ashcroft has over-

turned her letter. Her letter, in my 

opinion, was in direct contradiction of 

law. It was very explicit. These drugs 

can only be used for a legitimate med-

ical purpose, and assisted suicide was 

never considered a legitimate medical 

purpose.
Attorney General Ashcroft has now 

corrected that. Somebody says he has 

overturned Oregon law. No. What he 

did was interpret the Federal statute 

exactly as it was written, exactly as it 

has been interpreted for the last 30 

years, and overturned Attorney Gen-

eral Janet Reno’s mistaken interpreta-

tion of law. 
The fact is, neither Oregon nor Okla-

homa can overrule Federal law. If so— 

we have Federal laws against cocaine— 

some States could say, we are going to 

legalize cocaine. But they cannot do 

that. Individual States cannot over-

turn Federal statutes. That is exactly 

what the State of Oregon tried to do. 

They were mistaken in their legisla-

tive approach through the referendum. 
Some people say this is denying the 

people of Oregon their right to vote. 

That is not correct. The people of Or-

egon can vote all they want. They just 

cannot change public law by a public 

referendum. That is what they tried to 

do.
So again I compliment Attorney Gen-

eral John Ashcroft for his decision and 

for his memorandum to Asa Hutch-

inson, who is the Drug Enforcement 

Administration chief. I think both are 

doing an outstanding job, and I think 

the decision is good news for patients 

because now these drugs can be used to 

alleviate pain. 
I still hope we will pass legislation to 

encourage the use of these very strong 

drugs to alleviate pain. We have thou-

sands of citizens all across this country 

who are suffering greatly, and they 

should be allowed and encouraged to 

use these very strong drugs to alleviate 

the pain. If that is the purpose, that is 

fine. If the purpose is to cause their 

death by suicide, assisted by a doctor 

or not, that is not right. That is not al-

lowed under this statute. This statute 

cannot allow these very strong drugs 

to be used to alleviate pain. 
We should encourage that. Senator 

LIEBERMAN and I have introduced legis-

lation to that end, and I hope and ex-

pect we can get that passed in the not- 

too-distant future. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 

the quorum call be rescinded. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

AGREEMENT—S. 1428 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that at 10 a.m. on 

Thursday, November 8, the Senate pro-

ceed to the consideration of Calendar 

No. 214, S. 1428, the intelligence author-

ization bill; that other than com-

mittee-reported amendments, all 

amendments be limited to relevant 

amendments, and any second-degree 

amendments be relevant to the amend-

ment to which it was offered with the 

exception of the Smith of New Hamp-

shire amendment relating to immigra-

tion deportation, and a Leahy or des-

ignee amendment on the same subject 

as the Smith amendment; that rel-

evant second-degree amendments be in 

order to these two amendments; that 

upon the disposition of all amendments 

the bill be read a third time, and the 

Senate then proceed to Calendar No. 

188, H.R. 2883, the House companion; 

that all after the enacting clause be 

stricken, and the text of S. 1428, as 

amended, if amended, be inserted in 

lieu thereof, the bill be read a third 

time and passed, the motion to recon-

sider be laid upon the table; that the 

Senate insist on its amendment and re-

quest a conference with the House on 

the disagreeing votes of the two 

Houses, and the Chair be authorized to 

appoint conferees on the part of the 

Senate, with this action occurring with 

no further intervening action or de-

bate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 

CALENDAR—S. 1428 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that S. 1428 be re-

turned to the calendar. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 

NOVEMBER 8, 2001 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that when the Sen-

ate completes its business today, it ad-

journ until the hour of 10 a.m. on 

Thursday, November 8; that following 

the prayer and the pledge, the Journal 

of proceedings be approved to date, the 

morning hour be deemed expired, the 

time for the two leaders be reserved for 

their use later in the day, and that the 

Senate begin consideration of the in-

telligence authorization bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 

TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there 

is no further business to come before 

the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 

that the Senate stand in adjournment 

under the previous order. 
There being no objection, the Senate, 

at 5:51 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 

November 8, 2001 at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by 

the Senate November 7, 2001: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

REBECCA W. WATSON, OF MONTANA, TO BE AN ASSIST-

ANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, VICE SYLVIA V. 

BACA, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JOHN V. HANFORD III, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AMBAS-

SADOR AT LARGE FOR INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS 

FREEDOM, VICE ROBERT A. SEIPLE. 

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE BOARD

FRANZ S. LEICHTER, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A DIRECTOR 

OF THE FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE BOARD FOR A TERM 

EXPIRING FEBRUARY 27, 2006, VICE DANIEL F. EVANS, JR., 

TERM EXPIRED. 

ALLAN I. MENDELOWITZ, OF CONNECTICUT, TO BE A DI-

RECTOR OF THE FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE BOARD FOR 

A TERM EXPIRING FEBRUARY 27, 2007, VICE BRUCE A. 

MORRISON, TERM EXPIRED. 

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

DENNIS P. WALSH, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A MEMBER OF 

THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD FOR THE 

TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING DECEMBER 16, 2004, VICE 

SARAH MCCRACKEN FOX, RESIGNED. 

f 

WITHDRAWAL

Executive message transmitted by 

the president to the senate on Novem-

ber 7, 2001, withdrawing from further 
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