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The nomination was confirmed. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 

reconsider the vote and I move to lay 

that motion on the table. 
The motion to lay on the table was 

agreed to. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will now 

return to legislative session. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES— 

H.R. 2833 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. With re-

gard to H.R. 2883, under the previous 

order the Senate insists on its amend-

ments, requests a conference with the 

House on the disagreeing votes of the 

two Houses, and the Chair appoints Mr. 

GRAHAM of Florida, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 

ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 

WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BAYH, Mr. ED-

WARDS, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. 

KYL, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. HATCH, Mr. ROB-

ERTS, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. 

LUGAR; from the Committee on Armed 

Services, Mr. REED and Mr. WARNER,

conferees on the part of the Senate. 
Mr. ALLEN. I suggest the absence of 

a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the order for the 

quorum call be dispensed with. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-

dered.
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent I be permitted to 

proceed as in morning business for up 

to 15 minutes. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-

dered.

FOOD SAFETY 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, earlier 

this week I introduced the Imported 

Food Safety Act of 2001. Food safety 

has long been a serious public health 

concern in America, but awareness of 

the vulnerability of our food supply has 

heightened since September 11. 
I have long been concerned about the 

adequacy of our system for screening 

and ensuring the safety of imported 

food. In 1998, in my capacity of 

chairing the Permanent Subcommittee 

on Investigations, I began a 16-month 

investigation of the safety of imported 

foods. This investigation revealed 

much about the Government’s flawed 

food safety net. Regrettably, in the in-

tervening years little has changed, and 

now we must acknowledge that the 

systemic shortcomings can also be ex-

ploited by bioterrorists. 
As part of the investigation, I asked 

the General Accounting Office to 

evaluate the Federal Government’s ef-

forts to ensure the safety of imported 

food. In its April 1998 report, the Gen-

eral Accounting Office concluded that 

‘‘Federal efforts to ensure the safety of 

imported foods are inconsistent and 

unreliable.’’ Just last month, the GAO 

reiterated that conclusion in testi-

mony before the Subcommittee on 

Oversight of Government Management. 
During the 5 days of subcommittee 

hearings that I chaired, we heard testi-

mony from 29 witnesses, including sci-

entists, industry and consumer groups, 

government officials, the General Ac-

counting Office, and two individuals 

with firsthand knowledge of the 

seamier side of the imported food in-

dustry—a convicted customs broker 

and a convicted former FDA inspector. 
Let me briefly recount some of the 

subcommittee’s findings which make 

clear why the legislation I have intro-

duced is so urgently needed. 
First, weaknesses in the FDA’s im-

port controls—specifically, the ability 

of importers to control food shipments 

from the port to the point of distribu-

tion—make the system very vulnerable 

to fraud and deception, and clearly vul-

nerable to a concerted bioterrorist at-

tack.
Second, the bonds required to be 

posted by importers who violate food 

safety laws are so low that they are 

simply considered by some unscrupu-

lous importers to be a cost of doing 

business.
Third, maintaining the food safety 

net for imported food is an increasingly 

complicated and complex task, made 

more complicated by previously un-

known food pathogens, such as 

Cyclospora, that are difficult to detect. 

Our recent experience with anthrax has 

taught us there is much that public 

health officials still need to know when 

dealing with such pathogens and bac-

teria.
Fourth, because some imported food 

can be contaminated by substances 

that cannot be detected by visual in-

spections, grant programs are needed 

to encourage the development of food 

safety monitoring devices and sensors 

that are capable of detecting chemical 

and biological contaminants. 
Fifth, since contamination of im-

ported food can occur at many dif-

ferent places from the farm to the 

table, the ability to trace outbreaks of 

foodborne illnesses back to the source 

of contamination requires more coordi-

nated effort among Federal, State, and 

local agencies responsible for ensuring 

food safety, as well as improved edu-

cation for health care providers so that 

they can better recognize and treat 

foodborne illnesses. Again, our recent 

experience with anthrax underscores 

the need for better coordination and 

education.
Since the terrorist attacks that oc-

curred just weeks ago, we have been 

living in a changed world. We are bat-

tling enemies who show no regard for 

the value of human life, and whose 

twisted minds seek to destroy those 

who embody democracy and freedom. It 

has never been as important as it is 

now to ensure that our food supplies 

are adequately protected against con-

tamination, both inadvertent and in-

tentional.
President Bush and his administra-

tion are acting swiftly and decisively 

on all fronts. Among the responsibil-

ities of the Office of Homeland Secu-

rity is the protection of our livestock 

and agricultural systems from terrorist 

attack. The administration has re-

quested additional funding to beef up 

security at our borders and to add 

more inspectors to evaluate the safety 

of food imports. And the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services, Tommy 

Thompson, has been working tirelessly 

to obtain the additional tools nec-

essary to combat bioterrorism. 
On October 17, 2001, Secretary 

Thompson appeared before the Senate’s 

Governmental Affairs Committee, and 

testified about the Federal Govern-

ment’s efforts to ensure that the coun-

try is adequately prepared to respond 

to bioterrorist threats. He identified 

food safety and, in particular, imported 

foods, as vulnerable areas that require 

further strengthening. Similarly, at a 

recent hearing before the Health, Edu-

cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-

mittee, every single public health ex-

pert who testified before us expressed 

concern about the vulnerability of our 

food supplies. 
Weak import controls make our sys-

tem all too easy to circumvent. After 

all, FDA only inspects fewer than 1 

percent of all imported food shipments 

that arrive in our country. Those ship-

ments are sent from countries around 

the world, most of whom wish us no 

harm. Yet, because of the hard lessons 

we have had to learn since September 

11, we must be more vigilant about pro-

tecting ourselves. It is vital that we 
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