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however, perhaps more than ever before, we 
understand what our nation’s armed forces 
have given to preserve our freedom and secu-
rity. 

On October 8th, 1954, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower redesignated Armistice Day as 
‘‘Veterans Day’’ for the millions of veterans 
who honorably served this nation. President 
Eisenhower also issued the first ‘Veterans Day 
Proclamation’ to ‘‘help preserve in the hearts 
and lives of all our citizens the spirit of patriot-
ism, the love of country and the willingness to 
serve and sacrifice for the common good sym-
bolized by this very special day.’’ 

And so, in honor of those who served in the 
military and those who are now stationed 
around the world protecting our national inter-
ests, and promoting peace and security, it is 
my earnest hope, that all Americans, join 
hands to insure the proper and widespread 
observance of this day. While the effect our 
veterans have had on world history is great, 
they are not distant historical footnotes, but 
are as close as a father or mother, brother or 
sister, grandfather or grandmother, friend and 
neighbor, and co-workers. Let us, as a grateful 
nation, pay the appropriate homage to our vet-
erans who have contributed so much to the 
preservation of this country. 

While we all desire peace, when war could 
not be avoided, our veterans put their lives on 
the line, many paying the ultimate sacrifice. To 
all those who wore the uniform, or may have 
seen their comrades die around them, or pos-
sibly suffered injuries that continue to affect 
them today. We honor and thank you. 
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
this Veterans Day to pay tribute to our nation’s 
heroes. The veterans of this country have 
given so much to protect and secure our way 
of life. Now more than ever, it is our duty to 
commemorate their actions, and to commend 
their commitment. 

I rise to thank our veterans for having the 
courage and strength to fight for American val-
ues. Though we are saddened by recent 
events, we can look to the valiant history of 
our nation’s bravest for comfort. We can rest 
assured that the dream of America is worth 
fighting, dying, and living for. We know be-
cause from every corner of the earth, the 
down trodden, the disenfranchised, and the 
oppressed come to seek out this dream. We 
know America is the beacon of hope and 
change, we can see it in the diversity of our 
citizenry. 

On September 11, 2001, a generation 
blanketed by the quilt of peace and tranquility 
was awakened. This quilt of peace, stitched 
with the blood, sweat, and tears of brave 
American soldiers, was torn in a manner un-
imaginable only two months ago. Today, a 
generation comforted by a freedom so deep, 
so common, so prevalent, and so easily taken 
for granted, can more easily identify the price 
for which it was paid. 

This generation is reminded that the sac-
rifice of Americans made our way of life pos-
sible. Young Americans with dreams in their 
eyes and hope in their hearts, bought our free-
dom. The tears of families who lost loved ones 
were exchanged for our security. The peace 
that we have come to know, was purchased 
by men and women that so loved our country 
that they risked and often gave their lives—en-
suring that freedom is not only a concept that 
we dream about, but a reality that we live. 

So it is with gratitude and the utmost re-
spect that we remember those who fought, 
and those who were lost for the love of our 
nation. We move forward more vigilant, more 
aware, and more determined. As we pay trib-
ute to our nation’s freedom fighters, we stand 
with a new pride in America. Our hopes and 
prayers go out to those who are deployed, 
even now, to carry the torch in the fight for 
freedom. At the dawning of a new day of un-
certainty, we can look to the American values 
of freedom, justice, and equality to lead us to 
peace. We thank the countless heroes, our 
veterans, for giving their freedom and their 
lives, so that we may live free. 
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to pay tribute to the most recent addition 
of the Marian Medical Center, the Marian 
Medical Center West. 

Since its inception on May 20, 1940, the 
Marian Medical establishment has found the 
perpetual need to keep expanding in order to 
better serve the growing community of Santa 
Maria, California. In 1940, eight Sisters of St. 
Francis of Penance and Christian Charity were 
assigned to Santa Maria to manage and staff 
a hospital for the growing community of ap-
proximately 8,000 people. The new facility was 
named Our Lady of Perpetual Help Hospital, 
by its first administrator, Sister Noella 
Dieringer. 

Three years later, in 1943, the 1000th baby 
was born at the hospital, and it became appar-
ent that the Santa Maria community was grow-
ing fast. Sister Marilyn Ingram worked hard to 
secure land in the Santa Maria area, and, 
through the generosity of Captain and Mrs. 
Allan Hancock, a new facility, Marian Hospital, 
was able to open its doors in 1967. 

Today, the Marian Medical Center has ex-
panded to include a 130 bed acute care hos-
pital, a 95 bed extended care center, a dialy-
sis unit, a home health agency, infusion serv-
ices, a hospice program, and outpatient 
healthcare services. Yet as the Santa Maria 
community continues to grow, the medical 
center must expand as well. The addition of 
the Marian Medical Center West will help al-
leviate overcrowding in the hospital’s main fa-
cility by providing 36 inpatient beds and ex-
panded outpatient facilities. 

The Marian Medical Center has provided 
services to thousands of Santa Maria resi-
dents over the last 60 years and with the addi-

tion of the new center thousands of more citi-
zens can be served in the future. I am hon-
ored to have the opportunity of recognizing the 
Marian Medical Center West on its grand 
opening, and it pleases me that this facility 
continues to prosper. 
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, all Americans 
have been going through very trying times 
since the terrorist attacks on September 11, 
2001. Despite our struggle, we have pulled to-
gether and become a stronger nation due to 
the resolve of our citizens. Today, I would like 
to recognize two patriots from Pueblo, Colo-
rado who have made significant contributions 
to our nation’s recovery efforts. 

Pueblo County Coroner James Kramer, and 
Brian Cotter, a mortician, were members of 
the Disaster Mortuary Response Team that 
went to New York City to aid in the recovery 
effort at the World Trade Center disaster site. 
They were at ground zero with other forensic 
pathologists helping to recover and identify the 
individuals who we lost in the disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, James Kramer and Brian Cot-
ter committed their expertise to our country 
during an overwhelming time of need. Just as 
we have seen with the rest of the country, 
both James and Brian provided some stability 
to our nation at a time of crisis. I am proud to 
have this opportunity to recognize these up-
standing individuals for their significant con-
tributions to the recovery and relief effort in 
New York City following the World Trade Cen-
ter disaster. James Kramer and Brian Cotter 
deserve our recognition and praise. 
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TRIBUTE TO STUDENTS OF NORTH 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN 

TAYLORVILLE, IL 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 8, 2001 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the students of North Elemen-
tary School in Taylorville, Illinois, and their im-
portant and heartwarming efforts to help those 
affected by terrorism. 

On October 11th, 2001, President Bush 
made a request of the children of America. He 
challenged each of them to earn and send in 
one dollar. This money, sent by the kindness 
of the children of the United States, will be 
used to reach out to the unfortunate children 
in far off Afghanistan. 

The students of North Elementary School 
heard and met that challenge. I recently re-
ceived a check for $348.00, made out to 
America’s Fund for Afghan Children—that’s 
one dollar for each student in North Elemen-
tary. But this was only a part of the total 
money the students raised. In fact, through a 
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variety of efforts in the month of October—in-
cluding a Student Council penny drive and a 
PTA sponsored fundraising dinner—the stu-
dents of North Elementary managed to gather 
an amazing sum: $1,668, over five times what 
our President requested, The remainder of the 
money, it was decided, will go to the Red 
Cross to aid victims of the September 11th 
tragedy here in the United States. 

The students, parents, faculty, and mem-
bers of the Taylorville community should be 
recognized for their fine efforts. The terrorists 
believed they could accomplish their goals 
with the murder of American innocents; but 
the American citizens have responded with aid 
to the innocents of Afghanistan. Nothing else 
could better show how utterly Al Qaeda has 
failed. 

Mr. Speaker, as President Bush said in his 
announcement of the Fund for Afghan Chil-
dren, ‘‘One of the truest weapons that we 
have against terrorism is to show the world 
the true strength of character of the American 
people.’’ The children of North Elementary 
have shown that character, and they deserve 
our thanks. May God bless them, and may 
God bless the United States of America. 
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor 
today to rise and pay tribute to Doctor Clar-
ence Romero, associate professor of psy-
chology, at Riverside Community College 
upon being named the 2001 United States 
Professor of the Year. My congressional dis-
trict is privileged to have Dr. Romero teaching 
our young adults as he is one of only four 
awardees recognized each year for extraor-
dinary dedication to undergraduate teaching. 

Skillful, enthusiastic and innovative teachers 
change the lives of countless students for the 
better by encouraging curiosity and under-
standing and by contributing to the develop-
ment of mind and spirit. 

The United States Professors of the Year 
program, presented by The Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Teaching and di-
rected by the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education, is the nation’s most 
highly respected program to recognize out-
standing faculty. The Professor of the Year 
represents the thousands of dedicated univer-
sity and college instructors throughout the na-
tion who serve their students, their community 
and their state with vigor and talent. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States has long 
supported excellence in undergraduate teach-
ing through competitively funding faculty sala-
ries and other initiatives making our system of 
higher education the envy of many nations. 
The quality of life and the scope of opportunity 
for many future citizens will be determined by 
the quality of teaching in the classroom. 

Therefore, I join with all of the citizens in my 
district in thanking and congratulating Dr. Clar-
ence Romero as he is honored for his devo-
tion to teaching the young minds of our future 
generations. 

HONORING DANIEL S. GOLDIN AS 

THE LONGEST SERVING ADMIN-
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 8, 2001 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Dan Goldin, who is leaving his posi-
tion as administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration. Dan, who 
was appointed on April 1, 1992, is the longest- 
serving administrator in the history of NASA. 
On March 5, 2001, his time in office sur-
passed that of James Fletcher, who held the 
previous record of nearly nine years during 
two separate terms. 

As ranking member of the Committee on 
Science’s Subcommittee on Space and Aero-
nautics, I have worked with Dan for many 
years. I have learned that his passion is not 
limited to the exploration of space. He also 
cares deeply about the possibilities of science 
and space to inspire life on Earth. I certainly 
know that many students in Middle Tennessee 
have been encouraged and inspired by Dan’s 
vision for space exploration. 

Dan initiated his tenure at NASA by leading 
an agency-wide process to define a NASA 
Strategic Plan as the consensus definition of 
the agency’s mission and goals. The core 
guidance in this document states: ‘‘NASA’s 
mission success starts with safety. A commit-
ment to safety permeates everything we do.’’ 
Dan has not wavered in enforcing this priority 
in every aspect of the agency on the ground 
and in space. 

During Dan’s tenure, the International Space 
Station went from the drawing boards to a fully 
functional, permanently staffed orbital research 
laboratory. He directed the Space Station re-
design, holding together the coalition of inter-
national participants while incorporating the 
former Soviet Union hardware elements into 
the design. By developing the cooperative Mir 
research program with Russia, he enabled 
Space Station partners to conduct long-term 
space flight research even before the Inter-
national Space Station was operational. 

Dan’s comprehensive strategy for space ex-
ploration is exemplified by the ‘‘Origins Pro-
gram.’’ He initiated this program with objec-
tives to understand how the universe has 
evolved, to learn how life began on Earth, and 
to see if life exists elsewhere. He formulated 
a rescue plan for the installation of a ‘‘contact 
lens’’ on the Hubble Space Telescope, leading 
to startling discoveries of the cosmos. Dan 
has challenged the Origins scientists to search 
for Earth-like planets within 100 light years of 
Earth. He also has laid the foundation to com-
plete the first scientific census of the solar 
system and to send the first probe into Inter-
stellar space. 

Dan has been a vigorous proponent for in-
creased exploration of Mars. He has estab-
lished a series of robotic missions that will visit 
the planet every two years for the next decade 
and has assured that the public will share in 
the excitement of Mars exploration. His direc-
tion to provide Internet access for the Mars 

Pathfinder mission resulted in more than 
three-quarters of a billion ‘‘hits’’ from people 
tuning in to the site. 

In 1998, Aviation Week & Space Tech-
nology magazine honored Dan with the Laurel 
Award for outstanding achievement in aviation 
and aerospace. The award was presented 
along with the commentary that Dan has ‘‘de-
livered on his promise to reshape NASA into 
a model government agency. 

This year Dan was awarded one of one of 
France’s highest and most distinguished hon-
ors: the ‘‘Officer of the Legion of Honor.’’ This 
award recognized his contribution to the devel-
opment and broadening of American-French 
civil space cooperation through cooperative 
ventures including the International Space Sta-
tion, Mars exploration, Earth observations, and 
the flight of French astronauts aboard the 
Space Shuttle. 

Under Dan’s leadership NASA has reached 
out to honor the victims of last month’s ter-
rorist attacks in New York. The next mission of 
the Space Shuttle Endeavour will carry ‘‘Flags 
for Heroes and Families.’’ Thousands of Amer-
ican flags will be carried into space by En-
deavor and its seven member crew and, upon 
return to Earth, will be distributed to the vic-
tims’ families and survivors of the September 
11 attacks. 

Dan always recognized NASA’s potential to 
inspire students to elect careers in science 
mathematics and engineering. His personal 
leadership and the NASA programs that he 
supported have involved hundreds of students 
in hands-on research experiences. NASA’s 
Summer High School Apprenticeship Re-
search Program not only allows the students 
to actually participate in research, but it also 
pays them a salary as well. This intensive 
science and engineering apprenticeship pro-
gram is specifically designed to attract and in-
crease under-represented students’ participa-
tion and success rates in mathematics, 
science, technology and engineering courses. 

Mr. Speaker, the nation is fortunate to have 
such outstanding public servants as Adminis-
trator Goldin. He has led NASA and its inter-
national partners in exploring the frontiers of 
space and inspiring benefits to life on Earth. 
Accordingly, it is appropriate today that we 
recognize and highly commend Daniel Goldin 
as the longest serving administrator of NASA 
and that we express our appreciation for his 
leadership of the nation’s space program. 
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ECONOMIC SECURITY AND 

RECOVERY ACT OF 2001 

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL LUTHER 
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 24, 2001 

Mr. LUTHER. Mr. Speaker, the events of 
September 11th have transformed the policy 
agenda for our Nation. Over the past six 
weeks, we have witnessed truly heroic acts by 
individuals and organizations on behalf of the 
victims and their families. We have also seen 
this body work in a truly remarkable bipartisan 
fashion. In short, the nation has united behind 
a cause in a manner we have not seen in over 
a generation. 
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