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HONORING A DAY OF 

UNDERSTANDING

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to acknowledge Sunday, November 18, 
2001 as a Day of Understanding. In a society 
where so many diverse ethnicities and beliefs 
coincide with each other every day it is impor-
tant that we take the time to realize and ap-
preciate all the different cultures that are rep-
resented throughout the United States. 

The County of San Luis Obispo in California 
has resolved that November 18th be recog-
nized as a Day of Understanding, in order to 
promote understanding among many different 
faiths. As a nation, we need to take this op-
portunity to listen and learn about one an-
other’s faiths, and attempt to understand dif-
ferent cultures and practices. 

Religious intolerance and lack of under-
standing has long contributed to wars between 
different groups throughout the history of man-
kind. It is time to recognize and appreciate 
cultural differences instead of condemn and 
remain ignorant about them. In a free society, 
peoples of divergent faiths should endeavor to 
understand and respect one another’s different 
religious and spiritual heritages, beliefs, hopes 
and dreams, and it is my hope that by ac-
knowledging the Day of Understanding we are 
taking the first step in making this possible. 

I encourage you to pause this Sunday, No-
vember 18, and take the time to ask a neigh-
bor, friend, or co-worker about his or her cul-
ture or religion that may be different than 
yours. We should all attempt to learn more 
about and appreciate the multitude of cultures 
that surround us every day, and I am so 
pleased that the citizens of San Luis Obispo 
County have taken the initiative in creating this 
wonderful Day of Understanding. 
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RECOGNIZING TEDD RICHARDSON 

FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an important member of the El Paso 
community. 

Mr. Tedd Richardson, an El Paso business-
man, is well known around the city for his gra-
cious contributions to the under-served. He 
conducts an annual Christmas dinner to serve 
the less fortunate and he has currently ex-
panded his Christmas tradition to my home 
community of Canutillo. Mr. Richardson re-
cently toured the Bill Childress Elementary 
School in Canutillo. He was so impressed by 
the progress of their school grounds improve-
ment project that he made a generous dona-
tion to help fund and further the progression of 
the project. 

Mr. Richardson also vowed to help raise the 
$19,000 necessary to complete the project, 
and in addition has challenged other local 

businesses and individuals to match his con-
tributions. This project is empowering students 
and is teaching a life lesson in the importance 
of civic responsibility. Mr. Richardson has 
promised to continue working hand-in-hand 
with the Bill Childress Elementary School. 

Mr. Tedd Richardson is an exemplary cit-
izen. He believes in helping people to help 
themselves. I believe that Tedd Richardson is 
a model citizen who insists that his contribu-
tion to his community be more than average. 
His dedication to education and establishing a 
future for El Paso children has not only made 
him an individual of distinction, but has also 
earned him a special place in the minds of 
families and schools all over the city. I am 
proud to recognize Mr. Richardson, and hope 
the model of his citizenship reflects in all peo-
ple around El Paso. 
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HONORING WAYNE BEMIS 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Wayne 
Bemis on the occasion of his retirement as 
Forestry Instructor at Reedley College. 

Mr. Bemis was born in New Hampshire. At 
the age of eight, he and his family moved to 
San Diego, California. In 1953, he graduated 
from Grossmont High School. After completing 
a two-year forestry program at Lassen Junior 
College, he enrolled at California State Univer-
sity, San Diego. He interrupted his college 
education for two years when he joined the 
Army, where he served at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
After proudly serving his country in the U.S. 
Army, Bemis continued his college education 
and graduated in 1963. He then enrolled at 
California State University, Humboldt, where 
he earned a Masters Degree in Forest Man-
agement. 

After completing his formal education, Mr. 
Bemis served the U.S. Forest Service for 12 
years as a firefighter, professional forester, 
and silviculturalist. His 12 years with the U.S. 
Forest Service provided Wayne with a variety 
of valuable on-the-ground experiences that he 
went on to share with students at Reedley 
College. During his teaching career at Reedley 
College, he developed an outdoor laboratory 
at Sequoia Lake, where thousands of forestry 
students have received their first practical ex-
perience in the woods. The program he devel-
oped uses Reedley College Forestry students 
to manage the forest resource for the YMCA. 

Wayne and his wife, Pat, have one son, 
Scott. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to pay tribute to 
Wayne Bemis for his dedicated public service 
and distinguished teaching career over the 
past 38 years. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Wayne Bemis a pleasant retirement 
and many more years of continued happiness. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. LEE HARTWELL 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Dr. Lee Hartwell, 
president and director of the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center in Seattle, Wash-
ington and professor of genetics and medicine 
at the University of Washington, on his out-
standing research on yeast genetics which 
earned him the prestigious Nobel Prize in 
physiology or medicine for 2001. 

It is with great pride that I extend my con-
gratulations to Dr. Hartwell whose dedication 
and hard work in the area of genetic research 
has not only enabled many lives to be saved, 
but has provided the groundwork for many 
others to go on and make countless advances 
of their own. 

Though I don’t pretend to be an expert on 
cell division in eukaryotic (nucleated) orga-
nisms, I am well aware that Dr. Hartwell’s 
dedication and innovative study, beginning 
over 25 years ago, has made an enormous 
difference in our understanding of how cells 
divide and the vast medical advances we can 
derive from such knowledge. Dr. Hartwell’s re-
search was the first to harness the tools of ge-
netics to study how cells function, thus deter-
mining which genes cause cells to divide— 
without his efforts, this critical information 
could very well remain a mystery. 

His hard work and persistence is to be com-
mended, and I am pleased that the Nobel As-
sembly in Sweden has selected Dr. Hartwell 
for this honor, which is so richly deserved. 

Congratulations, Dr. Hartwell, and thank you 
for your dedication and contribution not only to 
the biotechnology and health fields, but ulti-
mately to people both here and throughout the 
world who will so greatly benefit from your dis-
coveries. 
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FOOD RATIONS, CLUSTER BOMBS 

AND NATION BUILDING IN AF-

GHANISTAN

HON. CYNTHIA A. McKINNEY 
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Ms. McKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, today we 
have been bombing Afghanistan for one 
month. During that time, we have also 
dropped about 1.1 million humanitarian daily 
rations. I find it unfortunate that, from the en-
tire spectrum of colors, both the cluster 
bomblets and the food rations we are dropping 
are bright yellow. Though recent reports from 
the Pentagon stated that the food rations 
would be changed to blue packages, appar-
ently this color will not work either. Radio 
broadcasts from our psychological operations 
planes that are trying to explain the color dis-
crepancy because many Afghans neither hear 
the broadcast nor trust them, will not solve this 
problem. I can only hope that the Pentagon 
will soon find a solution, before innocent Af-
ghan children try to pry open a cluster bomb, 
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