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apply for welfare, and to demand official gov-
ernment documents and translation services 
without learning a word of English. 

Mr. Speaker, poll after poll consistently sug-
gests that Americans support English as 
America’s official language. The Declaration of 
Official Language Act is intended to restore 
the place of English in our government, our 
voting booths and our public schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this common sense legislation. 
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LEGISLATION TO DESIGNATE THE 

RICH GUADAGNO VISITORS CEN-

TER

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2001 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce legislation to honor 
the memory of one of my constituents who 
perished on United Flight 93, Richard J. 
Guadagno. Rich was the manager of the 
Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge and 
devoted his life to the preservation of wildlife. 
This legislation will designate the Head-
quarters and Visitors Center of the Humboldt 
Bay National Wildlife Refuge as the Richard J. 
Guadagno Headquarters and Visitors Center. 

As we know, the passengers aboard Flight 
93 undoubtedly saved hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of lives by thwarting the disastrous in-
tent of the terrorists. Rich had a law enforce-
ment background that would have aided him 
in his convictions and his desire to prevent an 
even greater tragedy. All Americans, espe-
cially those of us who work at the U.S. Cap-
itol, have these brave individuals to thank for 
preventing further terror on September 11th, 
2001. 

Rich was also a hero to all those who care 
about wildlife and the environment. Rich 
began a career in public service as a biologist 
at the New Jersey Fish and Game Department 
and the Great Swamp National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Before joining the Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge, he worked at the Prime Hook 
National Wildlife Refuge in Delaware, 
Supawna Meadows National Refuge in New 
Jersey, and the Baskett Slough and Ankeny 
National Wildlife Refuges in Oregon. 

Colleagues in the Fish and Wildlife Service 
consistently commended his courage and 
dedication to conservation and protecting bio-
logical diversity. As refuge manager at the 
Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge, he led 
with a vision that his colleagues embraced 
and admired. He always kept the best inter-
ests of the refuge at heart, and he enthusiasti-
cally worked to improve the condition of the 
refuge. 

When Rich boarded Flight 93, he was leav-
ing Newark, New Jersey after visiting his fam-
ily and his grandmother on her 100th birthday. 
His memory will live on in the proud hearts 
and minds of his family and friends. All Ameri-
cans will join his girlfriend, Diqui LaPenta, his 
sister Lori Guadagno, his parents Jerry and 
Beatrice Guadagno in remembering Rich as a 
true hero. 

Mr. Speaker, Richard Guadagno worked his 
entire life to make the better place for all of 

us. He was truly a great American. Please join 
me in passing this legislation, so that Rich 
Guadagno and his tremendous successes in 
life will always be remembered. 
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RAYMOND MYERSON 
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OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2001 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to pay tribute to two extraordinary citizens 
of the Santa Barbara community, Natalie and 
Raymond Myerson. On November 18, 2001, 
the Anti-Defamation League will honor this dis-
trict couple with the ‘‘Distinguished Community 
Service Award’’. 

I cannot think of another couple that would 
be more deserving recipients of this honored 
award than the Myersons. Individually, they 
have each contributed so much to the Santa 
Barbara community, and as a couple it is al-
most inconceivable how much they have ac-
complished. 

Since moving to Santa Barbara in 1973, the 
Myerson immediately became involved with 
the community. For the past 27 years, Mrs. 
Myerson has been a member of the Distin-
guished Member Award of the Santa Barbara 
Music Club, which she is presently the chair 
of. In addition, she is extremely active in Hillel, 
AIPAC, Hadassah and the American Jewish 
Committee, and has served as the co-presi-
dent of the Santa Barbara County Arts Com-
mission for the last three years. Mrs. Myerson 
is also a member of the League of Women 
Voters and the Santa Barbara Museum of Nat-
ural History League, and is an honorary mem-
ber of the Santa Barbara Symphony Board. 

Raymond Myerson has also demonstrated 
his leadership characteristics in various orga-
nizations throughout Santa Barbara. Having 
served as a board member and treasurer of 
the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
for the past 20 years, he has subsequently be-
come an honorary trustee. He has also dedi-
cated 15 years to being the treasurer and a 
board member for the Recording for the Blind 
and Dyslexic. Additionally, he has been the 
treasurer and a board member for the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara Affiliates for 
12 years, and is currently chairman of the Af-
filiates ‘‘Economic Forum Funding Fellowship’’ 
in the Graduate School of Economics. He is a 
member of the Chancellor’s Council at UCSB, 
the President’s Council at Santa Barbara City 
College, and the Ventura County and Santa 
Barbara County Committees on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

In addition, Mr. Myerson is a past board 
member of UCSB Hillel, an active member of 
AIPAC, a member of the President’s Council 
of the American Jewish Committee, a member 
of B’nai Brith, and an active supporter of the 
Santa Barbara Jewish Federation. 

The Myersons have been invaluable to the 
Santa Barbara community, and I would like to 
acknowledge them for their outstanding ac-
complishments. It is my greatest pleasure to 
honor this extraordinary couple, and I am so 
pleased to represent citizens of their caliber in 
Washington, D.C. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2001 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, due to a com-
mitment in my district on Thursday, November 
15, 2001, I was unable to cast my floor vote 
on rollcall numbers 441, 442, 443, and 445. 
The votes I missed include rollcall vote 441 on 
Agreeing to the Amendments to H.R. 2269; 
rollcall vote 442 on Passage of H.R. 2269; 
rollcall vote 443 on Suspending the Rules and 
Agreeing to H. Con. Res. 228; and rollcall vote 
445 on Suspending the Rules and Agreeing to 
H. Con. Res. 239. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 441 and 
443, and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 442 and 445. 
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IN HONOR OF MARION AND 

HERRIN’S AMERICAN LEGION 

BASEBALL TEAM NOVEMBER 16, 

2001

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2001 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize one of the baseball teams in my 
district. The combined American Legion base-
ball team of Marion and Herrin, Illinois recently 
posted their second consecutive 25th District 
baseball championship. They finished with a 
25–13 record and also won the Murphysboro 
‘‘Apple City’’ Classic Tournament. 

The team is coached by Greg Haub, with 
assistance from Andrew Manzo and Robert 
Morrel. The rest of the team includes Wyatt 
Churillo, Brandon Duty, Brian Jakubco, Chris 
Bluc, Ryan Holland, Brad Norman, Drew Wil-
kins, Brian Chaney, Brian Churillo, Dane Dal-
ton, Ben Hart, Travis Morgan, Josh Pritchett, 
Tony Rinella, Chase Rudolph, and Tony 
Steams. The team trainer is Roy Hicks. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say con-
gratulations to the American Legion baseball 
team of Marion and Herrin, Illinois. Due to 
their hard work and team effort, they have 
proven beyond a doubt that they are deserv-
ing of the 25th District baseball championship. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 

TO CLARIFY THE ELIGIBILITY 

OF CERTAIN EXPENSES FOR THE 

LOW-INCOME HOUSING TAX 

CREDIT

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON 
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2001 

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I am introducing legislation to clarify the 
standards for determining basis of property for 
purposes of calculating the amount of low-in-
come housing tax credits for which that prop-
erty may be eligible. I am proud to be joined 
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