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families is so far below poverty of any 

kind that we would ever recognize. The 

Afghan children are put to work at a 

very early age, some 4 and 5, 6 and 7 

and 8 years old. 
I look forward in the future weeks to 

hold a briefing on the treatment of the 

children in Afghanistan. It is particu-

larly important as we face a very trou-

bling scenario on the border between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan; millions of 

refugees with no place to go; United 

Nations fighting to provide food and, as 

well, comfort to those families who are 

displaced.
It is now time, I believe, for the 

United States Government in its vic-

tory to now begin to establish an exit 

strategy, an exit strategy out of Af-

ghanistan, but also a response to how 

we bring back to life this country that 

is so destroyed. How do we restore the 

rights of families, of women, of chil-

dren? How do we restore the economy? 

How do we find a place for refugees who 

are now caught between two borders? 

How do we find relief and harmony be-

tween the governments or at least the 

to-be-established government of Af-

ghanistan and as well Pakistan? 
It is extremely important that as we 

look to rebuild that we look to the 

children and we look to the families. It 

is also extremely important that rath-

er than look to Iraq as the next stop of 

our efforts, we should look to an exit 

strategy and peace. 
As we relate to unfinished business, 

let me briefly say, Mr. Speaker, there 

is work that this Congress still needs 

to do. I participated, as many did, in 

the debate on the floor of the House 

today in the defense appropriations and 

the emergency supplemental bill, and I 

just want to again restate that, until 

we become proactive, we are not truly 

fighting terrorism at home. 
I am very disappointed that the Obey 

amendment did not pass, and I empha-

size two particular aspects of that, 

that is, our public health system. 

Shortly after the September 11 attack, 

I went home to Houston and met with 

our emergency responders, the first re-

sponders, but particularly our hos-

pitals and public clinics and particu-

larly our public hospital system, al-

ready, if you will, bending under the 

pressure. More importantly, a system 

that already needed funding; without 

funding, without funding to address 

any kind of mass attack that requires 

the health system to rise to the occa-

sion. No funds were given to that sys-

tem today. 
Not enough funds were given to se-

cure our border, the Canadian border, 

one of the largest borders, and the 

southern border. No funds were given 

to provide enough support for customs 

inspectors, more border patrol agents. 

An issue that I am particularly con-

cerned about, the ability of individuals 

to come across the border with infec-

tious diseases like smallpox, no suffi-

cient number of health inspectors to 

assist us in that effort. Our work is not 

done.

Tomorrow, it is proposed that we will 

be dealing with or we were supposed to 

be dealing with the Anti-Terrorism 

Risk Act. Here we are looking again to 

help industry, and yet we still are not 

helping the unemployed. Unemployed 

individuals are growing in numbers. We 

are in a recession, and yet this Con-

gress has refused to pass legislation to 

help those unemployed individuals. 

Again, in my hometown we are fight-

ing a very difficult and very chal-

lenging economic time, and that is, the 

situation occurring with Enron in the 

18th Congressional District. There are 

many issues dealing with Enron I real-

ize, and I hope that we can retain that 

company in our community, but the 

most important issue are the numbers 

of laid-off employees that we may be 

facing. We have got to address the un-

employment and the recession as it im-

pacts the unemployed in this Nation. 

This Congress has unfinished busi-

ness. It is time for us again to act. It is 

time for us now, if we want to use the 

terminology, let us bail out the work-

ing men and women of America. Let us 

finish our unfinished work. 

f 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Washington (Mr. 

MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-

utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 8 

million unemployed in this country 

must be watching the debate on eco-

nomic stimulus in this House and in 

the other body with amazement and 

sadness. They are hardworking families 

who have struggled to pay their bills, 

and they now find themselves without 

work. They have worked hard, played 

by the rules, trying to build a better 

future for themselves and their fami-

lies, and then have been laid off, both 

before and after September 11. 
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They are 137,000 workers in the trans-

portation industry, 136,000 in the hospi-

tality industry, 57,000 in the commu-

nications industry, 226,000 in manufac-

turing, 14,000 in retail, 44,000 in the 

service sector, 30,000 people in my dis-

trict at the Boeing company, and in fi-

nance and real estate, another 24,000. 

The overall jobless rate in this coun-

try shot up from 4.9 percent in Sep-

tember to 5.4 percent in October. In 

Washington State, it went from 5.1 per-

cent to 6.1 percent. That is a 20 percent 

increase in a month. Now, this does not 

reflect everything, because there are 

many families who are denied benefits 

because the rules have been changed 

over the last few years. And they, al-

though they contributed, do not have 

access to these benefits, or they find it 

virtually impossible to find employ-

ment under the present economic con-

ditions.
This week, with several of my col-

leagues, we introduced H.R. 3741, the 

Putting Americans First Act, which 

will at once provide a short-term en-

hanced safety net for those who lost 

their jobs. This bill empowers the 

States to expand unemployment cov-

erage for 26 weeks, provide COBRA cov-

erage, that is to cover premiums for 

health care and also to aid the State 

Medicaid benefit programs. It also ad-

dresses the needs of States whose wel-

fare loads are increasing. Because 

every time we have a 1 percent increase 

in unemployment, the welfare load 

goes up between 5 and 15 percent. 
I urge my colleagues to go home to 

their States, talk to their people, and 

they will find out that these are the 

problems that are bothering them. Peo-

ple in this country are hurting and 

they are mourning. They are having 

trouble paying their rent, they are hav-

ing trouble paying their heating bills, 

they are having trouble putting clothes 

on their kids and paying for schools, 

and certainly they are not ready for a 

medical emergency. 
Many States, however, are finding 

their own budgets in shambles because 

of the recession and because of tax bills 

that we passed in this House which 

took away some of their revenue. We 

have a situation, as described in The 

New York Times today, where 30 

States are considering tax hikes or 

wide-spread cuts in benefits. Con-

necticut, this week, is $300 million in 

debt, and they are working in their leg-

islature. Our legislature is working on 

a $1.2 billion cut. Infusing Federal 

money into these State programs 

through unemployment insurance and 

Medicaid will help the States continue 

some of the most important programs. 
Now, if we look at it, some States, Il-

linois, New York, North Dakota, West 

Virginia, Texas, do not even have 

enough money for 6 months of unem-

ployment benefits, not even in their 

local funds. If we do not put some 

money in from the Federal Govern-

ment, they are going to have to cut 

lots of people off. There are an addi-

tional 17 States that have less than a 

year.
Now, crafting an economic stimulus 

package has been exceedingly difficult 

because it cuts to the heart of the dif-

ference between the Democrat and Re-

publican core values. Here is the Re-

publican argument: Corporations and 

entrepreneurs are the driving force in 

this country. They create the jobs. Tax 

incentives and cuts and rebates will di-

rectly help those groups, who will 

stimulate the economy. 
However, the reason corporations are 

not investing right now to create more 

jobs is not because they do not have 

enough cash on hand. Let us not kid 

ourselves. Lots of large companies have 
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cash. The reason they are not investing 

right now is because there is a lack of 

demand. If these companies manufac-

ture products, not enough people buy 

them. The best way to create jobs is to 

provide unemployment insurance to 

laid-off workers so that they can buy 

the necessities of their life. 
Why is it we are told by our col-

leagues on the other side of the aisle 

that we do not have the money for 

these benefits for people? They say, 

well, we are just out of luck. But when 

we passed the budget here and we 

passed a stimulus package out of the 

House of Representatives, we could find 

$25 billion to give back taxes to the 

major corporations of this country, 

who have been paying them since 1986. 

We had the money. 
We should pass this bill and help 

these people at Christmas time. It is 

the American way. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIVES OF 

HEROES OF SEPTEMBER 11 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

JEFF MILLER of Florida). Under the 

Speaker’s announced policy of January 

3, 2001, the gentleman from North Caro-

lina (Mr. WATT) is recognized for half 

of the remaining time until midnight 

tonight as the designee of the minority 

leader, approximately 42 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all Members may have 5 legislative 

days in which to revise and extend 

their remarks and include extraneous 

material on the subject matter of this 

special order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-

tleman from North Carolina? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, several weeks ago my col-

league, the gentlewoman from North 

Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK), who represents 

the Congressional District in North 

Carolina which adjoins my Congres-

sional District, and I got together and 

decided to try to make an effort to 

commemorate some of the lives of 

some of the people who were lost in the 

events of September 11. This was out of 

a sense of our own grief and loss, and 

the feeling that we should try to do 

something to honor the memory of 

these heroes. 
We have been trying to do 1-minute 

speeches on several occasions, but that 

did not work out too well. So we re-

served this time this evening to do a 

more extended special order in memory 

of some of the heroes who died in the 

events of September 11. 
I am delighted to share this idea and 

effort with my colleague, the gentle-

woman from North Carolina (Mrs. 

MYRICK), and I will now yield to her for 

her opening statement, and then we 

will go into it. 

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 
Very simply, this is just a time for us 

to say that we appreciated these peo-

ple. Some of them were heroes to their 

families, some were heroes to their 

country, and I have one gentleman in 

my district whose father was a victim 

in New York, and I wanted to say just 

a word about him. 
His name was William Wren. My con-

stituent’s name is Christopher Wren. 

William grew up in Brooklyn and 

served in the U.S. Army from 1958 to 

1960. After the Army, he came back 

home and attended John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice in New York and 

earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Fire Science. Following graduation, he 

worked for 1 year with the New York 

Fire Department before joining Ladder 

166 in Coney Island. After 25 years of 

service, he retired in 1990. But 3 years 

later, William accepted the position of 

Resident Manager for Fire Safety at 

the World Trade Center. 
On the morning of September 11, 2001, 

he called his wife of 32 years, Patricia, 

after the first plane hit the north 

tower, and he said, ‘‘I’m okay.’’ After 

the second plane hit, he called again 

and he said, ‘‘I’m okay, but very busy.’’ 

He also asked Patricia to call their 

neighbor to tell her that her husband 

Richard was also okay. And when the 

south tower of the World Trade Center 

collapsed at 10:29, both Richard and 

William left us. 
Survivors say that William and some 

other men, among them fellow retired 

firefighters James Corrigan and Phil 

Hayes, both of whom also died, went to 

building 5 to rescue children from the 

day care center, then returned to tower 

2, which was the first tower to collapse. 

William Wren is a real hero. He was 

saving others up until the very end 

without giving a second thought to his 

own safety or his own life. 
William’s son Christopher has shared 

a lot about his father with me, and it 

has been a real honor to talk to him 

and learn more about him. William is 

going to be missed by his family; his 

wife Patricia, sons William and Chris-

topher, daughters-in-law Kathleen and 

Kathryn, granddaughter, Shannon, age 

3, and a new grandson, William III, who 

was born yesterday to carry on the 

Wren tradition. 
Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman 

from California (Ms. LEE).
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 

gentleman from North Carolina for 

yielding to me and for his leadership in 

organizing this tribute tonight to 

honor the lives of the men and women 

who lost their lives in the horrific ter-

rorist attacks on September 11. 
The world witnessed the bravery and 

humanity of hundreds of men and 

women, emergency services profes-

sionals, who rushed into the World 

Trade Center following the attacks and 

making the ultimate sacrifice to res-

cue individuals that were in grave dan-

ger. There is really nothing we could 

do to truly give these courageous men 

and women the honor and recognition 

they deserve. 
Wanda Anita Green is but one of the 

many heroes who gave their lives to 

save the lives of hundreds, if not thou-

sands, when United Airlines Flight 93 

was hijacked on September 11. 
Wanda’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Smith, my constituents, moved to Oak-

land from Oceanside, California within 

a year of Wanda’s birth on August 22, 

1952. Wanda, her identical twin sister 

Sandra, and a brother, Tommy, were 

raised in west and north Oakland, Cali-

fornia. Wanda’s sister, Sandra 

Jamerson, now lives in Antioch, Cali-

fornia, and Wanda’s parents and broth-

er, Tommy Smith, still live in Oak-

land, California. 
Wanda was loved and will be missed 

by her daughter, Jennifer Green, and 

her son, Joe Green of Linden, New Jer-

sey, and by many other family and 

friends. Wanda’s family deeply appre-

ciates the expressions of love from the 

people of our Nation and the com-

forting words and support from Presi-

dent Bush, as he personally received 

the families at the White House very 

recently.
For 28 years, Wanda was living her 

childhood dream of earning her wings 

and working as a senior flight attend-

ant for United Airlines. The family has 

received communications from pas-

sengers that flew with Wanda earlier 

this year, and they remember her as 

watching after them because she cared, 

not because it was her job. Wanda 

loved to travel. She enjoyed meeting 

new people, and she had a great affec-

tion for exploring different cultures. 
In celebration of Wanda’s life, the 

family has established the Wanda 

Anita Green Foundation to assist 

urban youth in reaching their dreams 

by providing scholarships to support 

their education and career goals. 

Wanda loved children and was very ac-

tive in the lives of her own children. 

One of Wanda’s most memorable volun-

teer jobs was when she served as presi-

dent of her local PTA. 
September 11 was a tragic day in the 

history of our Nation and of the world. 

Wanda, members of the crew, and pas-

sengers aboard United Airlines Flight 

93 gave their lives to save others. For 

that, they are true American heroes 

and must be honored as such. 
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Wanda’s 

family, her friends and colleagues, I 

honor the courage, the spirit, and the 

legacy of this great American hero, 

Wanda Anita Green, and all of those 

whose lives were suddenly and trag-

ically lost during the unspeakable ter-

rorist attacks of September 11. 
Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, continuing in the bipartisan 

manner in which we are conducting 
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