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may be expected to be gained through Centers of 

Excellence as compared to other forms of grant 

or contract mechanisms. 
(3) The costs associated with establishing and 

maintaining Centers of Excellence, and the 

record of scholarship and training resulting 

from such Centers. The research and training 

contributions of Centers should be assessed on 

their own merits and in comparison with other 

forms of research support. 
(4) Specific areas of research in which Centers 

of Excellence may be useful, needed, or 

underused, as well as areas of research in which 

Centers of Excellence may not be helpful. 
(5) Criteria that may be applied in deter-

mining when Centers of Excellence are an ap-

propriate and cost-effective research investment 

and conditions that should be present in order 

to consider the establishment of Centers of Ex-

cellence.
(6) Alternative research models that may ac-

complish results similar to or greater than Cen-

ters of Excellence. 
(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date on which the contract is entered into under 

subsection (a), the Institute of Medicine shall 

complete the study under such subsection and 

submit a report to the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services and the appropriate committees 

of Congress that contains the results of such 

study.

Mr. TAUZIN (during the reading). 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 

that the Senate amendment be consid-

ered as read and printed in the RECORD.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

NETHERCUTT). Is there objection to the 

request of the gentleman from Lou-

isiana?
There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 

gentleman from Louisiana? 
Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, reserving 

the right to object, and I certainly 

shall not object as the sponsor of this 

legislation. I just wanted to take this 

opportunity to thank the gentleman 

from Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN) and also 

the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-

RAKIS) for their hard work and coopera-

tion on this issue, along with express-

ing my thanks to the ranking mem-

bers, the gentleman from Michigan 

(Mr. DINGELL) and the gentleman from 

Ohio (Mr. BROWN), as well as to my 

principal cosponsor, the gentleman 

from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON).

Mr. Speaker, let me just briefly say 

that this legislation left this House 

with a unanimous vote and 310 cospon-

sors, and it will authorize the Centers 

of Excellence at the National Insti-

tutes of Health as well as an epidemio-

logical survey at the CDC for Duchenne 

muscular dystrophy and other forms of 

childhood muscular dystrophy. 

I have to say that I cannot think of 

a better Christmas present during this 

time between Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas for the tens of thousands of par-

ents whose children suffer from this le-

thal disease. Duchenne muscular dys-

trophy, as the gentleman from Lou-

isiana (Mr. TAUZIN) knows, is the most 

common and most lethal form of child-

hood genetic disease. By the passage of 

this legislation tonight, we are giving 

honest, real hope to the parents of 
these children and to the entire Amer-
ican people who want to fight this dis-
ease. My appreciation goes to every-
one.

I have been a strong supporter of NIH 
and all of the scientists and dedicated 
professionals at the National Institutes 
of Health. I want to thank them for 
their cooperation for helping us write a 
better bill than I had originally of-
fered. I am grateful to everyone, and 
my hat is off to the Duchenne mus-
cular dystrophy parents who have ac-
tually made this possible. 

With those words of thanks and ap-
preciation, I yield to the gentleman 
from Louisiana under my reservation. 

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and I want 
to commend the gentleman for his ex-
traordinary work in this area. Not only 
will this bill, because of his great work, 
authorize NIH to do extensive new re-
search on Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy, but also other forms of child-
hood muscular dystrophy. What we 
have learned is when they do extensive 
research in these areas, very much of it 
is genetic research and that genetic re-
search yields all sorts of information 
on other diseases, such as Friedreich’s 

ataxia, which is a disease of my cul-

ture, the Cajun culture. We learn a 

great deal every time we do extensive 

research into these genetic disease 

areas and as the gentleman said, not 

only tens of thousands of parents 

whose children suffer with these dis-

ease, but countless tens and perhaps 

hundreds of thousands of families who 

may get an answer to diseases com-

parable or similar to these may come 

out of this research. 
I want to thank the gentleman for 

his great work on it; and again, I think 

not only many families will receive 

this as a great Christmas gift, but fu-

ture generations are going to be grate-

ful for the work he has done on this 

bill.
Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-

ing my time under my reservation, I 

thank my chairman. I will simply con-

clude by saying it is not often that we 

are surprised with this legislative busi-

ness, but I think the speed with which 

this legislation swept through the 

House of Representatives and also the 

other body has taken my breath away. 

My hat is off to the leadership of the 

House and to the gentleman from Lou-

isiana (Mr. TAUZIN).
Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-

tion of objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 

gentleman from Louisiana? 
There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days within 

which to revise and extend their re-

marks on H.R. 717. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-

tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ACCESS AND OPENNESS IN SMALL 

BUSINESS LENDING ACT OF 2001 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 

his remarks, and include therein extra-

neous material.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I join 

my colleagues today to introduce the 

Access and Openness in Small Business 

Lending Act of 2001, a bill that I hope 

will dramatically improve lending 

practices that benefit women and mi-

nority-owned small businesses. 

This legislation will amend the Equal 

Credit Opportunity Act and require de-

pository lenders such as banks, credit 

unions, and thrifts to collect race and 

gender information for small business 

borrowers. But while the Access and 

Openness Act requires depository insti-

tutions to keep such records, it does 

not require borrowers to disclose race 

and gender information if they do not 

want to. 

The Access and Openness Act will ef-

fectively eliminate the Federal Re-

serve’s regulation B, which prohibits 

lenders from collecting data regarding 

an applicant’s gender and race. 

The guiding principle behind this bill 

is time-tested and simple: sunshine is 

the best disinfectant. Without the spe-

cific knowledge of the demographic 

composition of small business bor-

rowers, including those that apply but 

do not get approval, we will never be 

able to unmask discriminatory lending 

practices or systematically monitor 

programs that advance women and mi-

nority business ownership. 

The Access and Openness Act is mod-

eled after the Home Mortgage Disclo-

sure Act, which requires banks to re-

port demographic data on home mort-

gage lending. It is my hope that this 

bill will move banks to operate as ef-

fectively in the women and minority 

small business lending market as they 

have in the home mortgage market 

where the collection of demographic 

data has opened lending to underserved 

communities.

Mr. Speaker, I will include at this 

point in the RECORD the following sup-

porting material: 

ACCESS AND OPENNESS IN SMALL BUSINESS

LENDING ACT OF 2001

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

National Women’s Business Council, a fed-

eral commission, Association for Women’s 

Business Centers, Women’s Business Devel-

opment Center, Milken Institute, National 

Community Reinvestment Coalition, His-

panic Economic Development Corporation, 

and Alternatives Federal Credit Union. 
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