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but to do so required an ethnic cleansing of 
the most brutal nature. The task took the form 
of a man-made famine whereas the quota for 
grain procurement from Ukraine was in-
creased by 44 percent. The extraordinarily 
high quota resulted in a severe grain shortage, 
effectively starving the Ukrainian people. 

After collection, grain elevators were guard-
ed by military troops and secret police denying 
access to even those who had harvested the 
grain in the immediate area. Those hiding 
grain were killed and an internal passport sys-
tem was implemented to restrict people from 
moving to where there was food. The result 
was a demoralized and depleted Ukrainian 
ethnic population. Stalin covered up this geno-
cide so effectively that little is known to out-
siders even today. Perhaps that will end now. 

Today, there is a Ukrainian state, proud but 
mindful of its past. They will forever suffer the 
memory of being intentionally starved to death 
to end their struggle for freedom. Let us, a na-
tion that symbolizes the very definition of free-
dom, learn of and remember the struggle the 
Ukrainians endured to obtain it. Mr. Speaker, 
in the spirit of standing up to all who threaten 
democracy and freedom, last Saturday, No-
vember 24, 2001, was the Ukrainian Famine 
Remembrance Day. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 

AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE 

MONTH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 29, 2001 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the designation of November 
2001 as National American Indian Heritage 
Month. It is critical that we recognize the his-
tory of Native Americans and to learn more 
about their culture. 

I thank President Bush for his promise to 
protect and honor tribal society and help to 
stimulate economic development in reserva-
tion communities. I join him in acknowledging 
the contributions made by Native Americans in 
both World Wars and the conflicts in Korea, 
Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf. Almost half of 
all Native American tribal leaders have served 
in the United States Armed Forces. 

Only in recent decades have we made 
progress in dismantling the shameful stereo-
types that were invented by white Americans 
in the early centuries of European immigration 
to this land. We owe it to the Native American 
people to learn about their actual history and 
culture, and to teach our children. 

My fellow colleagues, it is of the utmost im-
portance that we all take the time to remem-
ber American Indian heritage. We must do 
what we can to keep this beautiful culture 
alive, this culture of a people wronged by the 
greed and ignorance of our forefathers. I ask 
you to join me in making the following prom-
ise: Never again will our country attempt to 
decimate an entire culture. 
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Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of all the people of my district 
to pay tribute to the 100th Birthday of the late 
Jose Antonio Jarvis—educator, historian, au-
thor, philosopher, journalist, poet, playwright, 
editor, artist, musician and public servant. He 
was an intellectual giant whose life and work 
greatly influenced the educational process in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. His classroom was the 
entire Virgin Islands and for more than forty 
years, he devoted his life to discovering new 
and innovative approaches to education. 

Born in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands on 
November 22, 1901, to the Reverend Joseph 
W. and Mercedes Jarvis, J. Antonio Jarvis 
grew up under the guidance of his Godmother, 
Miss Mary Hughustein. He began his formal 
education at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic 
School in St. Thomas, which he attended from 
age five to thirteen (1906–1914). Even during 
these early years, his teachers discerned in 
him an unusually high mental capacity, great 
ambition, and a keen interest in a wide range 
of activities. A life-long scholar, he continued 
his education by private tutors and through 
correspondence courses, and most impor-
tantly, by extensive,reading on his own initia-
tive. In 1936, the Bachelor of Arts degree was 
conferred upon him by McKinley-Roosevelt 
University. He did additional work at the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico, Columbia University, 
New York University, and the University of 
Chicago. 

Jarvis’ career as an educator began in 
1923, when he became a tutor at the St. 
Thomas Academy. During the period 1924– 
1932, he taught at Abraham Lincoln Elemen-
tary School and was an instructor at the Char-
lotte Amalie High School from 1932 to 1942. 
At Charlotte Amalie High, in addition to his 
regular academic assignments, he served as 
advisor to many student organizations and ini-
tiated a number of them including a student 
council and the school newspaper, The Re-
flector. In 1942, he returned as principal to the 
former Abraham Lincoln School, where he re-
mained until his retirement from public life on 
May 31, 1963. 

Between 1930 and 1960, Jarvis published a 
number of works. These included ‘‘Virgin Is-
lands Sketches’’, ‘‘Jubilee Hall’’, and other 
poems (1930), ‘‘Fruits in Passing’’ (1932), 
‘‘Bamboula Dance’’ (1935), ‘‘Brief History of 
the Virgin Islands’’ (1938), ‘‘The Virgin Islands 
and their people’’ (1944), ‘‘Virgin Islands Pic-
ture Book’’ with co-author Rufus Martin (1948), 
‘‘Bluebeard’s Last Wife (1951), and ‘‘The 
King’s Mandate’’ (1960). In 1930, with Ariel 
Melchior, Sr., he co-founded ‘‘The Daily News 
of the Virgin Islands’’, a daily news publication 
still in circulation today. 

In addition to his work in the fields of edu-
cation, scholarship and the fine arts, Jarvis 
was active in numerous civic activities such as 
the American Red Cross, Public Utilities Com-

mission, Selective Service Board, St. Thomas 
Teachers Association and the Virgin Islands 
Cadets Corps, among others. 

Many honors came to Jarvis over the years 
for his myriad of achievements. In 1927, 1929 
and 1930 he won the Opportunity Award in 
Fine Arts. In 1939 and 1940, he earned the 
International Business Machines Corporation 
Award in Fine Arts. President Harry S. Truman 
personally presented him the United States 
Selective Service Medal in 1946. For services 
rendered he was given citations from the Li-
brary of Congress, the American Red Cross 
and the Professional League if Virgin Islands 
in New York City. In 1970, the Abraham Lin-
coln School was renamed the J. Antonio Jar-
vis Elementary School. Additionally, in 1978 
the J. Antonio Jarvis Memorial Park was cre-
ated in the heart of Charlotte Amalie. On May 
18, 1980, the park was formally dedicated, 
and in it a statue of Mr. Jarvis, financed by 
Ariel Melchoir, Sr. Foundation, the St. Thomas 
Historical Trust, and donations from school 
children were unveiled. In 1983, Jarvis was in-
ducted into the ‘‘Virgin Islands Education Re-
view’’ Hall of Fame. 

The first biography of Jarvis, ‘‘Man of Vision: 
A Biography of Jose Antonio Jarvis’’ was writ-
ten in 1975 by Addelita Cancryn, herself an 
imminent Virgin Islands educator. 

When an individual is gifted with so many 
talents and has served humanity as well as 
Jarvis did, it is most difficult to select the one 
area in which his contributions could be said 
to be greatest. Perhaps his most persuasive 
contribution was in the area of education in 
the broadest sense. Jarvis educated and en-
lightened, not only his classroom and school-
house performance but also through his 
books, poems, plays, editorials, and other 
writings, as well as his paintings. In the class-
room and outside of it, Jarvis inspired many 
Virgin Islanders to attain high standards of 
achievement. He aided many financially and in 
other ways. The high success that many of 
these individuals achieved attests to his influ-
ence. 

Jarvis’ motto was ‘‘I try to make my sojourn 
here a useful interlude.’’ That extremely useful 
sojourn ended on July 23, 1963 when the 
great man passed away deeply mourned. 

Had Jarvis chosen to live in and make his 
contribution in a major metropolitan country he 
undoubtedly would gain international attention 
and renown. However, it was his choice to live 
in and make his contributions to the Virgin Is-
lands, which he loved. 

The Governor of the U.S. Virgin Islands, the 
Honorable Charles Wesley Turnbull, has pro-
claimed the week of November 18–24, 2001 
as ‘‘Jose Antonio Jarvis Week’’ and Thursday, 
November 22, 2001, as ‘‘Jose Antonio Jarvis 
Day’’ in the Virgin Islands of the United States 
of America. I join Governor Charles Turnbull in 
calling upon everyone in my district, as well as 
those Virgin Islanders residing in the United 
States of America, to reflect upon the life and 
contributions of this great Virgin Islander—a 
true renaissance man. 
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