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in those days that maintained a full time pres-
ence in Washington, D.C.

In his thirty years of representing San Diego
County, Roger directly served 27 different
elected members of the County’s five person
Board of Supervisors, and 8 different Chief
Administrative Officers. The number of Con-
gressional Districts in the County grew from 3
to 5 during the same period, and he worked
closely with all 16 different Members of Con-
gress elected from these districts since 1970.
Five different Presidents recognized Roger for
his work on public issues. He has also been
recognized as Alumnus of the Year by the
California State Polytechnic University, as well
as by his High School Alunmi Association from
Perris, California. He is the only career County
representative that the National Association of
Counties has officially honored for professional
accomplishments. He has had a truly remark-
able career of public service.

A broad array of regional accomplishments
in the County have benefited from Roger’s ef-
forts in Washington, D.C. These include: the
establishment of the region’s first alcohol de-
toxification center; development of the first
solid waste recycling program; a countywide
gasoline vapor recovery program; harbor
cleanup; welfare reform; a multitude of flood
control and highway projects; San Diego Trol-
ley project construction; Sheriffs Department
funding; lagoon preservation; drug addiction
treatment; children’s disease inoculation serv-
ices; foster care program support; air quality
program certification; and the prevention of
off-shore oil drilling, just to name a few. The
list is long and impressive.

Five years ago, Roger invited his long-
standing associate, Thomas Walters, to be-
come his partner, and the firm’s name was
changed to Honberger and Walters, Inc. For
the past three years, Tom has been the firm’s
chief executive officer and owner. The firm
continues to manage San Diego County’s
Washington office. Their other clients include
the San Diego Metropolitan Transit Develop-
ment Board, North County Transit, San Diego
Unified Port District, the Sweetwater Authority,
the Counties of Riverside and Ventura, the
Monterey-Salinas Transit District, the
Calleguas Municipal Water District, and the
Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians.

Roger has long been recognized as one of
the leaders in his field and has lectured on
intergovernmental relations and lobbying prac-
tice at San Diego State University, U.S. Inter-
national University, University of Maryland,
and the University of Arizona. He continues to
be involved in a variety of American Indian
issues and was one of the founders of the
Harvard University Native American Alumni
Association.

Many of us in the Congress have worked
with Roger Honberger during his distinguished
career. We will miss his friendly disposition
and his dedicated hard work on behalf of his
public clients. Above all, we will miss his can-
dor and honesty. His word has always been
his bond, something we have all appreciated
and have grown to expect, regardless of the
circumstances. We are happy to see that his
high professional standards and style are
being continue by Tom Walters without miss-
ing a beat. For this we are grateful, and we
are grateful for Roger's sustained friendship
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and support over the years. We wish him the
very best as he moves on to other endeavors.

THE ACCESS AND OPENNESS IN
SMALL BUSINESS LENDING ACT

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 29, 2001

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
Join my good friend and colleague Jim
MCGOVERN in introducing this legislation that
will help minority and women entrepreneurs in
securing small business loans from private
lending institutions. The Access and Open-
ness in Small Business Lending Act will en-
sure that lending institutions are providing mi-
norities and women opportunities to obtain
small business loans.

This legislation is similar to the 1990
amendment to the Home Mortgage Disclosure
Act (HMDA) that holds financial institutions
publicly accountable for their lending practices
to applicants. Like HMDA, the Access and
Openness in Small Business Lending Act will
allow applicants, for small business and non-
mortgage loans, to voluntarily and anony-
mously provide their race and gender informa-
tion to banks and other institutions. Lending
institutions under this legislation will be re-
quired to disclose the collected data to the
public. These institutions already maintain
databases on the geographic and loan size of
applicant requests. The additional information
collected on lending practices will help identify
small business owners that remain under-
served and expose additional profitable lend-
ing opportunities for lending institutions.

Minorities and women contribute greatly to
our nation’s economy and communities. Over
the past decade they have expanded their
ownership of small businesses. However, mi-
norities and women continue to have difficulty
gaining access to the resources they need to
succeed in business. If granted greater access
to private funds more minority and women
small business owners could help revitalize
their neighborhoods and expand their com-
mercial base.

Mr. Speaker, the Access and Openness in
Small Business Lending Act would greatly in-
crease access to private credit for minority
and women-owned businesses. This legisla-
tion is a much needed step in the night direc-
tion that allows minorities and women an op-
portunity to succeed as small business entre-
preneurs and contribute to their communities
and the nation. Thank you.

RECOGNITION FOR ERNEST AND
JULIO GALLO

HON. GARY A. CONDIT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 29, 2001

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, it is a distinct
privilege to rise today to honor two giants in

the world of business and agriculture—Ernest
and Julio Gallo.
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Ernest, and his late brother Julio, are being
inducted into the Stanislaus County Agricul-
tural Hall of Fame. That alone speaks volumes
about these two men in a region of the coun-
try known as the agricultural leader of the
world.

The sum of their contributions is nearly im-
possible to evaluate. They easily take their
place in history with great men of vision such
as Henry Ford and Sam Walton who through
hard work and determination transformed their
dreams into reality.

Starting with a small family vineyard and
winery, they strove for perfection and set a
path others would struggle to find. They are
part of a disappearing breed of hands-on dis-
coverers and entrepreneurs who blazed a trail,
proving the value of hard work, dedication and
ambition.

Rarely in history does a name or a single
word draw such a connotation as Gallo. The
name alone is synonymous with wine and
wine making in the same way Ford is synony-
mous with quality automobiles.

Mr. Speaker, volumes could be written
about the contribution these men have made
and will continue to make to the Central Valley
of California from research to industry oper-
ation, production and viticulture. All of these
things are intertwined in the history of the
Gallo family enterprise.

Ernest and Julio Gallo have greatly im-
pacted agriculture through their decades of
leadership in the wine industry. Starting with a
small family vineyard and winery, they strove
for perfection, inventing the tools they needed
when none existed, setting the path for others
to follow. They built their business into the
largest winery in the world. Their shared ambi-
tion to produce and market quality wines at af-
fordable prices motivated them to continuously
improve their operations, extending the family
business to include grape growing, wine mak-
ing, production of the bottles, warehousing,
distributing, transporting and marketing wines
throughout the country, and now throughout
the world.

Ernest and Julio Gallo were instrumental in
transforming the economy of grape growing,
offering long-term contracts to independent
farmers by encouraging growers to upgrade
the varieties of grape planted to meet future
consumer demand for quality. California grape
growers were able to then transform the Cali-
fornia wine industry into the international phe-
nomenon it is today. Ernest and Julio invested
heavily in agricultural research and shared
their learning with local farmers.

Through this investment and sharing, the
Gallos helped improve the quality of grapes
available in the region through better farming
practices such as plant nutrition, irrigation and
harvesting regimes. The Gallos helped edu-
cate generations of vineyard managers and
wine makers by their support of curricula
throughout the University of California and
California State University systems. They un-
dertook extensive research in wine making
techniques to help build and sustain the mar-
ket by introducing new types of wines and
methods of wine production. Today this global
enterprise employs thousands of people world-
wide, nearly 3,500 in and around Stanislaus
County.

On a shoestring budget, Ermest and Julio
created the “flagship” winery in the United
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