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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Tuesday, December 4, 2001 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 

order of the House of January 3, 2001, 

the Chair will now recognize Members 

from lists submitted by the majority 

and minority leaders for morning hour 

debates. The Chair will alternate rec-

ognition between the parties, with each 

party limited to not to exceed 30 min-

utes, and each Member except the ma-

jority leader, the minority leader, or 

the minority whip limited to not to ex-

ceed 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) for 5 min-

utes.

f 

ISRAEL ACTING IN SELF-DEFENSE 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

after a harrowing set of days, explo-

sions, fire, innocent civilians running 

in panic through the streets; and I do 

not refer to life in America, New York 

City, or in the environs of the Pen-

tagon on September 11; but I speak of 

Jerusalem and Israel. I speak of a na-

tion that in the last week and past sev-

eral days has grievously lost husbands 

and fathers, wives and mothers, sons 

and daughters, grandsons and grand-

daughters to the scourge of political 

terror.

I rise today humbly to speak of Israel 

and of the precious relationship that 

does and must continue to exist be-

tween the Government of the United 

States and the government of that 

great and historic people. As an Amer-

ican, a Christian, and a Hoosier, it is 

my firm belief now more than ever that 

it is my duty to insist that the United 

States of America never waver in pro-

tecting and defending the interests of 

the State of Israel in its battle for sur-

vival in this dangerous part of the 

world, and in its efforts now to open 

up, as the President’s press secretary 

spoke yesterday, of the second front of 

the war on terrorism. 

Mr. Speaker, many of these things 

may seem obvious, but many in the 

media are having a hard time figuring 

out who is right in the current conflict 

and how to best stop, we are told, the 

cycle of violence in order to help the 

parties get back to the negotiating 

table so they can iron out differences 

and misunderstandings. While I will 

say I am the first to admit that I know 

less than most of my colleagues do 

about Israel and its importance to 

America, let me say what I think this 

conflict is about and see whether my 

colleagues might agree. 

Mr. Speaker, first I want to assert 

that I do not think that there is any-

thing current about this conflict. I be-

lieve it is part of a continuing struggle 

being waged by many in the Arab world 

of extremists’ views to do nothing 

other than to destroy the State of 

Israel, period. It is the historic aim of 

many in the terrorist organizations of 

Palestine and elsewhere, and the con-

flict today is simply an extension of 

that.

As to the question of who is right, 

that is simple. Mr. Speaker, it has ever 

been the policy of the United States of 

America and the people of this country 

since 1948 that Israel is right, believing 

as I do, as millions of Americans do, 

that He will still bless those who bless 

Israel, and so we stand with her. 

A cycle of violence, I reject the term. 

When terrorists blow up a school bus or 

explode bombs in a mall killing chil-

dren and innocent men and women, 

this is their aim. When Israel defense 

forces strike back, as they are at this 

hour and have in the last 24 hours, kill-

ing known terrorists and neutralizing 

terrorist assets, Mr. Speaker, this is 

not a cycle of violence; it is Israel per-

forming her own self-defense. 

As to returning to negotiations, one 

might ask what is there left to nego-

tiate. Last summer at Camp David 

former Prime Minister Barak offered 

Yasser Arafat virtually everything. 

And how did Arafat respond? By 

launching a 9-month guerrilla war cul-

minating this weekend, targeting 

women and children, some of whom 

were born in this country, and even in 

my State of Indiana. No, Yasser Arafat 

is not an effective negotiating partner. 

He is a terrorist, and it is time Amer-

ica stood strongly by Israel and said to 

Yasser Arafat, it is time that the ter-

rorists and their capabilities are se-

cured within the Palestinian Authority 

or else. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bible tells us of an-

other time when a man of God stood 

alone with his servant and hostile 

forces were arrayed against him. His 

servant was frightened, and so he 

prayed that God might open the eyes of 

his servant, that he would see more of 

those who are with us than those that 

are with them. It is my prayer, Mr. 

Speaker, that Israel’s eyes would be 

opened, to know that though her en-

emies are ruthless, her friends in this 

country and this government are 

many, many more. 

INCREASED TRANSPORTATION 

BENEFIT IS A WIN FOR HOUSE 

EMPLOYEES AND ENVIRONMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CULBERSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2001, the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
came to Congress with the notion that 
the Federal Government ought to be a 
better partner with American commu-
nities, local governments, business and 
citizens to help promote the livability 
of these communities, to make our 
families safe, healthy and economi-
cally secure. 

One of the examples of where we 
could in fact make a difference was 
found upon my arrival here in Wash-
ington, D.C. Despite the fact that the 
District of Columbia was reputed to 
have the second worst traffic conges-
tion of any metropolitan region in the 
country, despite concerns about con-
gestion, pollution, a lack of parking 
here on Capitol Hill, the House of Rep-
resentatives provided unlimited free 
parking for our employees, but would 
not do anything to help those who 
wanted to use mass transit and perhaps 
be part of the solution, despite the fact 
that we were arguing that the private 
sector and other governments ought to 
step up and try and help their employ-
ees with transit. 

Mr. Speaker, it took an effort of al-
most 2 years and working with the gen-
tlewoman from Maryland (Mrs. 
MORELLA), the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. EHLERS), the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER), the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. MORAN) we were 
able to implement a transit benefit 
program for the House employees. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we 
have moved into a new era of that. We 
have more than tripled the benefit. 
Starting this month, employees will be 
able to have a $65 transportation ben-
efit for those who do not avail them-
selves of free parking on Capitol Hill; 
and starting January 1, they will be 
able to deduct pretax an additional $35 
for a $100 transit benefit. 

I am extremely grateful, Mr. Speak-
er, to the leadership of the Committee 
on Administration under the leadership 
of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY)
with the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER), the ranking member, 
where they stepped up, worked with 
the committee and put in place a pro-
gram that is going to allow us to pro-
vide an extensive benefit for our em-
ployees; but it also, in a time when we 
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