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TRIBUTE TO SUE ELLEN PANITCH 

HON. JOHN W. OLVER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Sue Ellen Panitch of Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts for her outstanding contributions to 
her community. Since 1965, Ms. Panitch has 
been somewhat of a ‘‘super-volunteer’’ in Hol-
yoke, having served on numerous boards and 
commissions, including the Conservation 
Commission, the Holyoke Community College 
Foundation, The Therapeutic Equestrian Cen-
ter, The Future Begins Here, the Council of 
Human Understanding and the Holyoke Tax-
payers Association. 

Sue Ellen began her long career as a volun-
teer at the gift shop at Providence Hospital, 
and continues to this day to be one of 
Holyoke’s greatest civic champions. Just last 
month, through Sue Ellen’s efforts, the ‘‘911 
Fund,’’ created by the Holyoke Firefighters 
union—Local 1693, became eligible to receive 
a portion of the proceeds raised at the 2002 
The Future Begins Here charity event. The 
911 Fund benefits victims of the September 
11 terrorist attacks and their families. 

Ms. Panitch’s dedication to creating a better 
community has been so remarkable that the 
Holyoke Rotary Club recently honored her with 
its prestigious William G. Dwight Award. I can’t 
think of a more deserving recipient of this 
award, and I hope that Sue Ellen will continue 
to contribute so selflessly to her city. Holyoke 
is a much better place due to her life’s work. 
Thank you Sue Ellen Panitch. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CALI-

FORNIA FIVE MILE REGIONAL 

LEARNING CENTER TRANSFER 

ACT

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to introduce legislation to transfer 
27.1 acres of National Forest Service property 
from the Stanislaus Forest to the Clovis Uni-
fied School District. By so doing, this legisla-
tion will permit the school district to continue 
to operate the Five Mile Regional Learning 
Center on this National Forest land and, more 
to the point, it will now allow the school district 
to fund vitally necessary capital improvements 
to the Learning Center facilities. Without this 
legislation, these improvements and non-fed-
eral expenditures would not be allowed and 
the Learning Center could not continue due to 
dilapidation. 

This legislation, therefore, should be consid-
ered non-controversial and an exercise in co-
operative and effective local, state and federal 
government relations. 

The Five Mile Regional Learning Center is 
an Outdoor Environmental Education School 
that benefits youth from all over the state of 
California. Classes range from forest to raptor 
studies with an emphasis on natural resource 

conservation. In addition to the environmental 
education program the school district offers 
course work on character development, team 
building, and individualized challenge activities 
such as high ropes. During the summer the 
site is used by a variety of groups, including 
Educators, DeMolay, Girl Scouts, basketball 
camps and school leadership students. In ad-
dition, a number of counties in conjunction 
with local and state agencies bring ‘‘At risk 
kids’’ to the program’s Life’s Alternatives In-
volving Risks (LAIR) Adventure Academy. 

The Regional Learning Center serves 138 
schools from approximately 60 school districts 
in California. Approximately 14,000 students 
participated in this educational program last 
year. Counties served include: Contra Costa, 
El Dorado, Fresno, Madera, Marin, Merced, 
Sacramento, San Francisco, San Joaquin, 
San Luis Obispo, Stanislaus, Toulumne, and 
Tulare. It operated three basketball camps that 
reached nearly 1,000 boys and girls. DeMolay, 
Fresno North LDS, and Four Square Church 
account for another 400 people using the facil-
ity. A project is in development that would uti-
lize the LAIR area as an Elderhostel site fo-
cusing on living during the Gold Rush days. 

The Five Mile Regional Learning Center is a 
Forest Service Administrative site located in 
the Mi Wok Ranger District, Stanislaus Forest. 
The site includes bartacks, a mess hall, class-
rooms, a gymnasium and shop buildings. This 
site is 27.1 acres. 

Approximately 100 additional acres adjacent 
to the National Forest are used as part of the 
comprehensive conservation/education pro-
gram for trails, campsites, ballfields, bird mew 
sites, bird blinds, and a tree nursery. 

The 120 acre Five Mile Regional Learning 
Center has been operated by the Clovis Uni-
fied School District since 1989. Prior to that 
the Fresno County Office of Education starting 
in 1969 operated the project. 

While the Five Mile Regional Learning Cen-
ter is located on National Forest Land, the fed-
eral government plays no role in the operation 
or maintenance of the facilities used by the 
program or in delivery of the educational pro-
gram. The National Forest Service merely per-
mits the use of these facilities and lands to the 
Clovis Unified School District, and monitors 
the program to ensure that permit require-
ments are adhered to. 

The buildings and structures that are lo-
cated on the 27.1 acres of main property have 
been in existence since the early 1960’s. How-
ever, the Forest Service has not funded or ap-
propriated monies to maintain or operate 
these buildings. According to Forest Service 
documents the ‘‘Regional Learning Center fa-
cility has outlived its life by years and if it were 
not for the efforts of the Clovis Unified School 
District, the buildings would be in a state of 
disrepair useable to no one.’’ 

In addition, Stanislaus National Forest Su-
pervisor Ben Del Villar has stated to the Clovis 
Unified School District, in correspondence, 
‘‘We believe that your acquisition of the learn-
ing center would be in the best interest of the 
public and the Forest Service.’’ 

Without transfer of ownership the Clovis 
Unified School District is prohibited from 
spending its money on capital improvements 
to ensure that these facilities do not fall into 
disrepair to the extent that they would be un-
usable. 

The Clovis Unified School District has on 
average spent more that $1 million per year 
over the last 12 years on operation and main-
tenance. 

In addition to the ongoing commitment of 
more than $1 million per year in operation 
costs, the Clovis Unified School District is will-
ing to invest $5 million over 5 years in capital 
improvements and renovations to the existing 
facilities. 

The legislation authorizes a new Special 
Use permit that would essentially continue the 
authorization for Clovis to use the adjacent 
100 or so acres presently used but on which 
no structures in need of capital improvement 
exist. 

The federal costs of this transfer are admin-
istrative-only and negligible to the value that 
the school district will be spending to increase 
the value of the property and run this impor-
tant educational program for the children of 
California. 
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RECOGNITION OF NATALIE 

AURAND OF MIFFLIN, PENNSYL-

VANIA

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Natalie Aurand, a resident of 
my district from Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. 
The Future Farmers of America recently 
awarded Natalie the American Degree, their 
highest honor, at the organization’s 74th Na-
tional Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. Nat-
alie, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Aurand, 
is a fourth generation Mifflin County Farmer 
and a very active member of the Big Valley 
FFA Chapter. She is the first person from her 
chapter to receive an American Degree in 17 
years. 

Prior to receiving her American Degree, 
Natalie earned her Greenhand, Chapter, and 
Keystone degrees by completing supervised 
agriculture experience projects in Beef, Swine, 
and Sheep finishing, Farm Hand Worker, and 
Home Garden. She is an extremely indus-
trious and involved individual, having held sev-
eral offices within her FFA Chapter. She con-
tinues to be active in FFA and participates in 
the organization’s various county, state, and 
national events. She is currently attending 
Delaware Valley College where she is major-
ing in Agricultural Education. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure you will join me in 
congratulating Natalie on her accomplishment 
and her extraordinary service to the FFA. She 
is truly an outstanding individual and I wish 
her well in her future endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO FIRST NATIONAL 

BANK OF LAS ANIMAS 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the First National Bank of Las 
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Animas, Colorado. Last month, First Bank 
celebrated its 100th year of business. 

First National received its original charter on 
November 26, 1901, by the U.S. Comptroller 
of Currency. The history of First National can 
be traced to 1875 when it was then named 
Bent County Bank. At the time, it was the only 
bank between Pueblo, Colorado and Garden 
City, Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 
bank for its longstanding presence and exem-
plary service to the community of eastern Col-
orado. 

First National Bank has long been a founda-
tion of capitalism and commerce in Bent 
County. Opening with only $50,000 in capital, 
the bank has grown to over $102 million in as-
sets. First National Bank has been a fixture in 
the community and is a key reason why Las 
Animas continues to be one of the strongest 
economic centers in eastern Colorado. 

As a company located in Colorado’s Fourth 
Congressional District, First National Bank is a 
source of pride for the community of Bent 
County and all people of Colorado. Through-
out the course of history the bank has helped 
many Coloradans. It is with honor and pride I 
wish First National a happy 100th Birthday. I 
ask the House to join me in extending whole-
hearted congratulations to First National Bank 
of Las Animas, Colorado. 
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IN HONOR OF CATHERINE E. TODD 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Catherine Todd for her years of serv-
ice on behalf of public housing residents in 
Hudson County, New Jersey. On Friday, De-
cember 7, 2001, the Jersey City Tenant Affairs 
Board will honor Ms. Todd at their December 
Board Meeting. This tribute will take place at 
the Montgomery Gardens housing complex in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 

For nearly 50 years, Catherine Todd has 
worked to improve the standard of living for 
public housing residents in Hudson County. 
Since 1978, she has served as the Chair-
person of the Montgomery Gardens Tenant 
Management Corporation in Jersey City. As 
Chairperson, she supervises the entire Mont-
gomery Gardens Tenant Management staff 
and manages their operating budget. During 
her tenure as Chairperson, she has initiated a 
day care center service and developed an 
afterschool program for neighborhood children. 

As a result of her extensive experience in 
the public housing sector, Catherine Todd has 
served as a consultant to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and nu-
merous other resident management associa-
tions. Currently, she serves as the Resident 
Management Coordinator for the Newark 
Housing Authority and continues to offer ad-
vice and guidance to various resident man-
agement firms. 

A graduate of Ferris High School, Catherine 
Todd is also an alumnus of Hudson County 
Community College. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Catherine Todd for her years of dis-

tinguished service on behalf of public housing 
residents in Hudson County, New Jersey. 
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HONORING FREDERICK P. AQUIRRE 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor an outstanding citizen of Orange Coun-
ty, Mr. Frederick P. Aguirre who has recently 
been honored by Orange County’s United 
Way for his outstanding service in education 
to the Latino community. Mr. Aguirre has a 
strong sense of civic duty and is dedicated to 
the Latino community, to our country’s vet-
erans, and to education. 

A graduate of UCLA Law School, he is a 
co-founder of the Hispanic Bar Association of 
Orange County. Currently, he serves on the 
Hispanic Advisory Committee of the Orange 
County District Attorney’s office. 

His support for education spans across all 
levels. He was a mentor through the ‘‘Stay in 
School Program’’ that provides tutoring to at- 
risk students in the Santa Ana Unified School 
District. He has been a speaker at elementary 
schools, middle schools, high schools, and at 
several colleges. He re-established the 
Placentia chapter of the League of United 
Latin American Citizens (LULAC), a group that 
provides scholarships for Hispanic youth and 
encourages civic participation through citizen-
ship classes and voting. In 1994, he became 
a member of the Corporate Development com-
mittee of the Hispanic Education Endowment 
Fund. In addition, he organized and re-incor-
porated Latino Advocates for Education, Inc. a 
nonprofit organization that promotes edu-
cational excellence among our Latino students 
and increases quality instruction and adminis-
tration in schools. 

His exemplary achievements in the commu-
nity are also noteworthy. As a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of Orange County, he founded the Multi 
Ethnic Community Advisory Board. He was 
also a member and Chairman of the Board of 
the Community Advisory Board of Placentia 
Linda Hospital. In 1994, he organized a pro-
gram offering free legal services at the Cathy 
Torrez Learning Center in Placentia. 

In addition, he has been active in recog-
nizing U.S. veterans. Since 1998, he has or-
ganized a Veteran’s Day conference at Santa 
Ana College in Santa Ana, CA. These events 
have grown in scope each year. The most re-
cent, the 5th Annual Veteran’s Day Celebra-
tion and Scholarship Program, honored over 
100 living Mexican-American World War II vet-
erans and their families. Over 3,000 people at-
tended, including Governor Gray Davis. 

I am proud to recognize Mr. Frederick P. 
Aguirre for his outstanding service to the Or-
ange County community, to education and to 
the Latino community. His efforts have truly 
touched people’s lives and have had a posi-
tive impact on our community. 

RECOGNIZING THE PHYSICIANS, 

NURSES, AND HEALTH CARE 

PROVIDERS OF INOVA FAIRFAX 

HOSPITAL

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the fine work of the physi-
cians, nurses and other health care providers 
at Inova Fairfax Hospital in response to the re-
cent cases of inhalation anthrax that befell 
workers at the Brentwood postal facility. Two 
employees of this facility, Mr. Leroy Richmond 
and an unnamed colleague, sought treatment 
at Inova Fairfax for what ultimately proved to 
be inhalation anthrax. For both gentlemen, the 
close attention and astute diagnoses of Drs. 
Cecele Murphy and Susan Bersoff-Matcha 
were literally the difference between life and 
death. 

Physicians, nurses and other health care 
providers represent the difference between life 
and death for many, many patients with myr-
iad conditions every day. What was special 
about this instance was that both doctors were 
dealing with a rare disease that affords little, 
if any, room for error. Early diagnosis of an-
thrax is essential in giving a patient the 
chance to survive—a task made all the more 
difficult because early symptoms of anthrax 
are not easily distinguishable from the flu or 
other common maladies. In addition, at the 
point when Mr. Richmond presented at the 
emergency room, the extent to which postal 
workers were at risk for exposure was not fully 
understood. Cast against a backdrop of pro-
found public fear, with numerous worried pa-
tients believing they displayed signs of an-
thrax, the actions of Drs. Murphy and Bersoff- 
Matcha are all the more impressive. 

Quick and accurate decisions such as those 
made by Dr. Murphy, Dr. Bersoff-Matcha, the 
nurses and staff of Inova Fairfax Hospital will 
be required to minimize casualties in any fu-
ture bioterrorism attacks. In the anthrax at-
tacks—the first biological assault of our new 
war on terrorism—these individuals have pro-
vided an outstanding example for others to fol-
low. 
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TRIBUTE TO FLAGLER FFA 

AGRONOMY TEAM 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Flagler, Colorado chapter of 
the Future Farmers of America. The Flagler 
team recently attended the 74th National FFA 
Convention and placed fifth in the Agronomy 
Career Development competition. 

The members of the team—Jake Michal, 
Nathan McCaffrey, Kyle Einspahr, BJ New, 
and David Wieser—were the first representa-
tives from Colorado to compete in this event. 
Despite being newcomers to the competition, 
the team was able to persevere with an out-
standing finish at this year’s convention. 
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