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SUPPORT H.R. 1343, LOCAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT HATE CRIMES 

PREVENTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PENCE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
RODRIGUEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here today to call attention to the dra-

matic rise of hate crimes and voice my 

support of H.R. 1343, the Local Law En-

forcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 
Last Congress, we came closer to en-

acting legislation that would have re-

affirmed our commitment to pros-

ecuting those who commit hate crimes. 

The Senate passed the hate crimes 

amendment on the defense appropria-

tions act. The House subsequently 

passed a motion, which the majority of 

us supported, to instruct the conferees 

to retain the language contained in the 

Senate version of the defense author-

ization bill. Unfortunately, the con-

ference committee ignored the will of 

the House and the Senate and chose 

not to retain the hate crime provisions 

in the final conference report. 
Opponents of the hate crime measure 

have charged that it grants pref-

erential treatment to certain groups. 

This is totally a false presumption. 

Heinous crimes that target victims 

solely on the basis of their race, their 

color, religion, national origin or sex-

ual orientation deserve enhanced pun-

ishment. Because hate crimes are as di-

verse as the persons who commit them, 

we are all vulnerable to becoming vic-

tims. Hate crime legislation is a reaf-

firmation, not a denouncement of our 

Nation’s commitment to civil rights 

and equal protection under the law for 

all Americans. 
Furthermore, I reject the notion that 

a hate crimes bill would undermine one 

of the most important constitutional 

tenets, the freedom of speech. This 

could not be further from the truth. 

Racist groups and other extremists 

would have the constitutional right to 

preach and spread their propaganda. 

However, if those views translate into 

premeditated violence against a person 

or persons because of their ethnicity, 

their religion, or their sexual orienta-

tion, then those perpetrators should be 

held justly accountable for their acts. 
The Texas legislature passed a hate 

crimes bill earlier this year after fail-

ing to do so during the previous legisla-

tive session. The bill was named to 

commemorate James Byrd, Junior, an 

African American man who was 

dragged to his death in Jasper, Texas, 

in 1998 by three white men solely be-

cause of the fact that he was black. 
During the 1999 legislative session, 

the Texas House also passed a hate 

crimes bill. Unfortunately, opponents 

blocked consideration of the measure 

in the Texas Senate. Even more dis-

appointing was that then-Governor 

George Bush was silent on the issue 

and refused to pledge his support for 

the bill. I am pleased that this year the 

legislature in Texas was able to remove 

the previous roadblocks and secure pas-

sage of the bill. 
However, now that Texas has com-

mitted itself to hate crimes preven-

tion, it needs the tools to facilitate the 

enforcement. For this reason, I am 

proud to be a cosponsor of H.R. 1343, 

the Local Law Enforcement Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act, which has been 

introduced by the gentleman from 

Michigan (Mr. CONYERS). H.R. 1343 pro-

vides the technical, forensic, as well as 

prosecutorial tools local law enforce-

ment needs to combat this type of vio-

lence.
H.R. 1343 has garnered the support of 

over 202 co-sponsors. Now more than 

ever we need the Federal hate crimes 

bill. Since September 11, hate crimes, 

especially those targeting Arab Ameri-

cans and Muslim Americans have dra-

matically increased. This is unfortu-

nate, and we need to make sure that 

this does not occur. While I am sure 

that we are all angry and frustrated, 

and have a great deal of anxiety as a 

result of what has transpired and what 

a lot of Americans are feeling, such 

feelings cannot ever, and I repeat, such 

feelings cannot ever justify senseless 

acts of violence against innocent peo-

ple.
I ask my colleagues and the Repub-

lican leadership to speak out against 

these hate crimes and secure passage of 

H.R. 1343 as immediately as possible. 

f 

CONGRESS MUST PASS HATE 

CRIMES PREVENTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 

now is the time to pass the Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act. Congress must 

stand up and pass this legislation to 

send an important message to the 

American people and the world, that 

hate crimes will not be tolerated. 
From the Justice Department de-

manding interviews from thousand of 

Arab-American men simply because of 

their heritage, to secretly detaining 

hundreds more, this country is sending 

the wrong message to its people and 

the world. Since September 11, we have 

seen a tendency in our citizens to 

strike out against those who they be-

lieve to be responsible. We continue to 

hear reports of harassment and dis-

crimination against Arab Americans 

and Muslims. There has been a rise in 

all types of hate crimes. Congress must 

act now to send the right message. It 

must pass the Hate Crimes Prevention 

Act before we adjourn. 
America is Christian, Jewish, Mus-

lim, black, white, Hispanic, Asian 

American and Native American. We are 

gay and we are straight. We are one 

Nation. We are one people. We all must 

continue to live and work together to 
create one house, one family: the 
American house, the American family. 

The President has preached a mes-
sage of tolerance and respect and has 
urged all Americans to be sensitive in 
this difficult time. This country, as a 
whole, must heal and move forward to-
gether as one Nation. We can do that 
by embracing the idea, the concept of 
the beloved community, a community 
based on hope, compassion, and justice, 
a community at peace with itself. We 
must renounce racism, we must re-
nounce hate, we must renounce vio-
lence and embrace diversity. We must 
teach not just tolerance; we must 
teach acceptance and love. Only then 
can we achieve the concept of the be-
loved community, a community that is 
free of hate based on race, religion, na-
tional origin, or sexual orientation. 

Passing the Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act is a step, a major step in the right 
direction, a step down a long road. It 
sends an important message. We must 
show the world the great Nation that 
we are, a Nation where all men and 
women are created equal. It is time to 
pass the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I call on all of my col-
leagues to lead by example and pass 
this bill before we leave. 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO FAST TRACK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BACA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I stand in 
opposition to the Fast Track legisla-
tion that is being proposed. Our coun-
try is at war. We must prioritize safety 
and security of the American people. 
There are lingering concerns of biologi-
cal contamination. The American peo-
ple continue to worry about anthrax, 
about new reports from the administra-
tion to be on high alert. Now is not the 
time to move forward on the Thomas 
Fast Track legislation. 

The U.S. has officially entered an 
economic recession. Millions of work-
ers are suffering: unemployed, no 
health coverage, and jobs lost. Terror-
ists have struck the American people 
in their pocketbooks. The holidays are 
approaching. Hundreds are fearful of 
imminent layoff. Do you know what it 
is like to be laid off, not being able to 
make your payments, not being able to 
put food on the table, feed your chil-
dren, stand up with pride? It is very 
difficult for many Americans who are 
being laid off, who are now trying to 
figure out a way to pay their bills. Now 
is not the time to move forward with 
this Fast Track legislation. Expediting 

a trade negotiation is the last priority 

for the American people, the last pri-

ority for the American people in these 

trying times. 
International trade directly affects 

the lives and the livelihood of increas-

ing numbers of Americans. Congress 
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