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agricultural students at Hemet and West Val-
ley High Schools. They are also active partici-
pants in the Winchester Homeowner's Asso-
ciation; the Chambers of Commerce in Win-
chester, Murrieta, and Temecula; the River-
side County Property Owners’ Association; the
Murrieta Temecula Group, and the Hemet-San
Jacinto Action Group.

It is a well deserved honor and | am proud
to pay homage today to a family who has
done much for the people in my district.
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute and honor the
philanthropic efforts of legendary country
music star, Willie Nelson.

Mr, Nelson recently came to the City of
Brea and held a benefit concert to raise funds
for the La Habra-Brea Boys and Girls Club.
Mr. Nelson treated some 400 country music
fans to an intimate and memorable evening of
his treasured ballads and tunes and, in the
process, raised more than $100,000 to help
build the Boys and Girls Club an all-purpose
facility.

The event was arranged by La Habra-Brea
Boys and Girls Club Board Member Tom Dun-
can, who approached Mr. Nelson, his long-
time client and friend, about the need for a
permanent club facility in Brea. Mr. Nelson
readily agreed to donate his time and talent to
kick off the capital campaign with a benefit
concert. Unocal Corporation generously of-
fered to host the event in the Hartley Center
auditorium in their Brea facility.

The Boys and Girls Clubs across the nation
are professional, non-profit organizations that
serve children ages seven to eighteen. Dedi-
cated employees help these young people de-
velop character and provide opportunities for
healthy social recreation, physical education,
as well as citizenship and leadership skKills.
Proceeds from this successful event will bring
the reality of a safe-haven for the youth of the
community a step closer.

According to Mr. Duncan, “Willie’s a good-
hearted soul and he likes to help people who
need it.” Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that
this 107th Congress join me in saluting the be-
nevolent and compassionate acts of a “Great
American,” Willie Nelson.

—_—
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
P.O. Gladys Figueroa in recognition of her
twenty-one years of service to the New York
City Police Department and the people of New
York.

Gladys Figueroa was born in Ponce, Puerto
Rico. Her parents brought her to New York
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City in search of a better life when she was
four years old. They settled in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn where she attended elementary
through high school. She graduated from
Eastern District High School in 1971. After her
first semester at Queens College, Gladys de-
cided to leave school and enter the work
force. Gladys has been working since the age
of 14 as a summer youth worker.

While working, she held various positions:
Receptionist, Administrative Aide, Legal Sec-
retary, Cashier, Salesperson, and Waitress. At
the same time, she was always looking for
something else. She attended various trade
schools, such as Airline Training, Massage,
Home Improvement, etc. in January 1980, she
finally found her home when she joined the
ranks of the New York City Police Department.
She was assigned to the 79th Precinct where
she spent 13 years of her career. Her first as-
signment was to patrol the streets of Bedford-
Stuyvesant. She saw everything that her pre-
cinct had to offer; her worst assignments were
dealing with domestic violence issues. After
five years on patrol she was assigned to the
Community Affairs office of the 79th Precinct,
where she remained for the subsequent eight
years. Her most rewarding task was working
with the Youth and Community Councils. In
1994, Gladys was transferred to the Brooklyn
North Community Affairs Office. She remained
there until her retirement date on September
30, 2001.

Gladys is a people person. She enjoyed the
various tasks associated with representing the
police in a positive way with the community.
She assisted in senior citizens programs, the
Citizens Academy, and girl's basketball. She
was especially fond of working holidays with
senior citizens or bringing food to homebound
AIDS patients. One of her last assignments
was to join the Domestic Violence unit of the
90th Precinct. Her next assignment will be her
most significant and most difficult, serving as
a full time mom to her pride and joy, 14-year-
old Diola, and 12-year-old Alejandro Castillo.

Mr. Speaker, Gladys Figueroa has served
the people of Brooklyn and New York City for
over twenty-one years of proud and dedicated
service as a New York City Police Officer. As
such, she is more than worthy of our recogni-
tion today. | hope that all of my colleagues will
join me in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.

—
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing H.R. 3427, the Afghanistan Freedom
and Reconstruction Act of 2001. | want to
thank my good friend, the Gentleman from
New York, Mr. ACKERMAN, ranking Democratic
Member of the Middle East and South Asia
subcommittee. Without his hard work and that
of his staff, we would have never reached this
point.

As we speak, the Taliban leadership is on
the run. The capital city of Kabul has been lib-
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erated from Taliban control, as have key cities
across Afghanistan. The final pockets of re-
sistance are surrounded and facing imminent
defeat. And as freedom returns to Afghani-
stan, women are throwing off their veils and
men are lining up at barber shops to shave
their beards after years of repressive rule.

Now is the time for swift action by this Con-
gress, for the United States to demonstrate to
the people of Afghanistan and throughout the
Muslim world that the military campaign
against Al-Qaida and the Taliban is neither a
war against Muslims nor a war against the Af-
ghan people. Yes, the United States is com-
mitted to wipe-out the terrorist network in Af-
ghanistan. But we must be equally committed
to helping the Afghan people reclaim their
country and rebuild their lives. We may be
close to winning the war but we are far from
winning the peace.

The United States did not live up to its com-
mitment after the Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stan was repulsed. We left the people of Af-
ghanistan and our friends in Pakistan to fend
for themselves. Afghanistan disintegrated as a
result, as warlords pillaged the country, fol-
lowed by the Taliban’s repressive rule and ulti-
mately the rise of terrorist elements.

Mr. Chairman, we must not permit the past
to be repeated in Afghanistan. Yesterday, the
representatives from all major factions in Af-
ghanistan signed a landmark agreement to
create a broad-based, multiethnic, gender-sen-
sitive, fully-representative government in Af-
ghanistan. After over 20 years of civil war, for-
eign occupation, and oppression, the people
of Afghanistan see rays of hope breaking
through their clouds of fear.

Over the last few months, the International
Relations Committee has held a series of
hearings regarding the humanitarian needs in
Afghanistan, the possibilities for reconstruc-
tion, and Afghani hopes for the future. Based
on these hearings, it is clear to me that we
must help the Afghan people secure a future
for their children that is free from war and built
on the same hopes and aspirations held by
all-freedom loving people around the world.

Achieving this vision for Afghanistan is not
only a moral and humanitarian impulse—it is a
national security imperative. If we are to pre-
vent future terrorist attacks targeting the
United States, we must provide a positive al-
ternative to the poverty, repression, and reli-
gious fanaticism that breeds terrorists such as
Osama bin Laden and his minions.

H.R. 3427, the Afghan Freedom and Recon-
struction Act of 2001 does just that. The bill:

Expresses a sense of Congress on the U.S.
policy towards Afghanistan, including pro-
moting its neutrality, supporting a broad-
based, multi-ethnic, gender-sensitive, fully rep-
resentative government, and maintaining a
significant commitment to the relief, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Authorizes $77.5 million for broadcasting to
Afghanistan;

Authorizes $325 million for humanitarian as-
sistance to Afghanistan in fiscal year 2003;

Authorizes $150 million for fiscal year 2002
and 2003 for a multinational security force in
Afghanistan and authorizes funding for civil
advisers for that country for the interim or tran-
sitional authority;

Authorizes $875 million for rehabilitation and
reconstruction assistance for fiscal years
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