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“Fear not, for I am with you; be not
dismayed, for I am your God, I will
strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I
will uphold you with My righteous
right hand.” Amen.

—

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—_—

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CASTLE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—_——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that she will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, but not before 6:30 p.m.
today.

—_——

RICHARD B. RUSSELL NATIONAL
SCHOOL LUNCH ACT AMENDMENTS

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3216) to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to
exclude certain basic allowances for
housing of an individual who is a mem-
ber of the uniformed services from the
determination of eligibility for free
and reduced price meals of a child of
the individual.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3216

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN MILITARY
BASIC ALLOWANCES FOR HOUSING
FOR DETERMINATION OF ELIGI-
BILITY FOR FREE AND REDUCED
PRICE MEALS.

Section 9(b)(3) of the Richard B. Russell
National $School Lunch Act (42 TU.S.C.
1758(b)(3)) is amended by adding at the end
the following: “For the two-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this
sentence, the amount of a basic allowance
provided under section 403 of title 37, United
States Code, on behalf of an individual who
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is a member of the uniformed services for
housing that is acquired or constructed
under the authority of subchapter IV of
chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code, or
any other related provision of law, shall not
be considered to be income for purposes of
determining the eligibility of a child of the
individual for free or reduced price lunches
under this Act.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3216.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Delaware?

There was no objection.

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, to address the de-
cline in the condition of military fam-
ily housing, the Department of Defense
initiated a housing program which
would allow commercial contractors to
replace traditional base housing with
newly built or renovated privately
managed base housing, so-called
privatized housing.

Yet as this program is being imple-
mented, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. RODRIGUEZ) brought to my atten-
tion a serious and unintended con-
sequence of the program, children of
junior enlisted personnel living in
privatized housing were being denied
free or reduced price meals at lunch-
time. Due to DOD accounting changes,
servicemembers receiving a housing al-
lowance under the privatized housing
program were being treated differently
from those who were assigned tradi-
tional housing and not paid an allow-
ance. This is because the income-based
National School Lunch Program con-
sidered the housing allowance, but not
the actual house income. For this rea-
son, servicemembers living in tradi-
tional base housing at no cost were
presumed to have less income than
servicemembers of the same rank who
received a housing allowance, but used
those funds to pay a private contractor
for rent and utilities.

Unfortunately, this distinction
caused military families in privatized
housing to exceed the income-based eli-
gibility requirements for the school
lunch program, and it resulted in the
loss of the free or reduced price meals
for their children. DOD intended the
privatization housing program to pro-
vide quality housing at no out-of-pock-
et expense for servicemembers and
their families. Unfortunately, these
families are now finding that they will
have to pay approximately $75 per child

24829

per month to replace the benefit that
they received previously under the
school lunch program.

This problem is further compounded
by the fact that numerous State and
Federal education, nutrition and tech-
nology programs are contingent on the
number of children eligible for the
school lunch program. As a result, en-
tire school districts could be affected.

To adjust these problems, my legisla-
tion, H.R. 3216, amends the school
lunch program to exclude the housing
allowance of  servicemembers in
privatized housing for the determina-
tion of eligibility for free and reduced
price meals. Although this only affects
families at about 15 military installa-
tions currently, that number is ex-
pected to increase to about 70 installa-
tions, encompassing 70,000 housing
units, including 450 units at the Dover
Air Force Base in Dover, Delaware.

Our uniformed services are being
asked to make tremendous personal
sacrifices to ensure the defense of our
Nation. I believe we should do all we
can to improve the quality of life for
the families they leave behind.

Madam Speaker, for that reason, I
am pleased that we are considering this
legislation today.

In conclusion, I thank the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER), the chair-
man of the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, and the ranking
member, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) for allow-
ing this measure to come to the floor.
I also thank the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. RODRIGUEZ) and the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. DAVIS) for their
personal interest and leadership on this
issue. I urge an ‘‘aye’ vote on this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this bill which will correct an
unintended consequence of an impor-
tant program. First, I would like to
thank the gentleman from Delaware
(Mr. CASTLE) for introducing this legis-
lation. I also thank the chairman and
ranking member of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce for their
consideration of this measure.

I raised this issue in the spring of
this year, and I am happy to see that
we have come to a reasonable conclu-
sion. In an effort to leverage its limited
quality life and resources, the Armed
Services are privatizing military fam-
ily housing. Such privatization of mili-
tary family housing is a welcomed so-
lution to a difficult problem in my dis-
trict and across the Nation. However,
as my colleague from Delaware men-
tioned, one of the unintended con-
sequences of a well-intentioned pro-
gram is the loss of income to school
districts resulting from reduced eligi-
bility for free and reduced school lunch
programs.
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