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The gentleman from Michigan and I 

worked for many years on welfare re-

form. The President vetoed my bill 

twice. In the end, we came together 

and we worked together, and America 

is better off for it. We supported it in a 

bipartisan way. We can do the same 

with Social Security. 
The gentleman does not like the idea 

of investment in the private sector. If 

he has a better idea, bring it to me. I 

will have hearings on it. And if it is 

better than the investment in the pri-

vate sector, I will support it. 
The reason we are looking at invest-

ment in the private sector through in-

dividual retirement accounts is that is 

the only way we figured out we can get 

a sufficient return that is going to 

leave the program there strong enough 

for our kids and our grandkids. 
What we are talking about tonight is 

working together to preserve that pro-

gram in a bipartisan way, to preserve 

it so that our kids and our grandkids 

are going to get a fair deal. Can we go 

to our kids and our grandkids, can I go 

home and tell them they are going to 

pay 12.4 percent of their wages and 

FICA taxes and, oh, by the way, you 

are going to take a cut after taking 

care of my generation and our Social 

Security benefits? That is wrong. That 

is wrong. And we do not need to do it. 

But if we continue the partisan bick-

ering, we will need to do it. 
I would challenge my friends on the 

other side of the aisle to come forward 

with a plan. The reaction has been ab-

solutely absent. There are not even 

phantom plans out there to deal with 

this. We have to work together. Come 

forward with a plan, sponsor a plan, 

have it programmed and say that it is 

going to save Social Security for all 

time and we will work with it and have 

it scored that way. For us to continue 

the bickering on both sides of the aisle 

with regard to this is terrible. 
This commission has worked hard, 

and as the gentleman correctly pointed 

out, they are distinguished individuals. 

They worked hard. Maybe the gen-

tleman does not like the results, 

maybe I do not like the results, I think 

we can do better; but their job was not 

to legislate. Their job was to come 

forth with ideas, and this is what they 

have done. 
I commend the President for putting 

together this bipartisan commission to 

come back to us. They have shown 

there is a problem out there. This reso-

lution very clearly states that the So-

cial Security System is going to be in 

trouble in 2016. So tomorrow when we 

get a big vote, and I am going to ask 

for a recorded vote, this is going to be 

an acknowledgment by the Congress 

that there is a problem that must be 

faced.
Let us face it now and let us face it 

together.
Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 

support of H. Con. Res. 282, Keeping the So-

cial Security Promise Initiative. This resolution 
simply reaffirms Congress’s resolve to 
strengthen the Social Security program for fu-
ture generations without lowering benefits or 
increasing taxes. Mr. Speaker, Social Security 
provides essential retirement security for more 
than 45 million Americans. With each pay-
check, workers send their hard-earned payroll 
taxes to Social Security with the promise of 
security in their retirement. In reforming the 
system Congress should not do anything that 
will jeopardize that security or break our prom-
ises to America’s seniors. 

President Bush has recognized that Social 
Security cannot sustain the imminent retire-
ment of the baby boomers and future genera-
tions. He should be commended for creating a 
bipartisan Commission to Strengthen Social 
Security. The final report is due on December 
21, 2001. The Commission has proposed 
three options to date, two of which would re-
duce benefits. 

The responsibility for reforming Social Secu-
rity ultimately lies with the Congress. I believe 
we can protect Social Security’s commitment 
to our current and future retirees without low-
ering benefits or raising taxes while providing 
cost-of-living adjustments. With Social Security 
anticipated to run a deficit in 2016, now is the 
time for Congress and the President to work 
together in a bipartisan fashion to put Social 
Security on sound financial footing for genera-
tions to come. 

I ask my colleagues to support H. Con. Res. 
282. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Con. Res. 282, which reiterates 
Congress’ commitment to our seniors to keep 
the promise of Social Security. 

For years now, Congress and the public 
have known that Social Security would soon 
be facing serious financing challenges due to 
shifting demographics. With the aging of the 
baby boom generation, the number of retiring 
Americans receiving benefits is beginning to 
overwhelm the number of working Americans 
paying into the Social Security system. In ad-
dition, thanks to important medical advances 
and healthy behavioral changes, Americans 
are living longer. The result of these factors is 
that beginning in 2016, Social Security pay-
ments will exceed worker contributions into the 
trust funds. 

This is a scary prospect for the millions of 
Americans who receive Social Security bene-
fits. Many of those individuals depend upon 
their monthly Social Security checks to sur-
vive. As we fight our global war on terrorism, 
we must not lose sight of the fact that terror 
can come in many forms. It is every bit as 
frightening to an elderly man or woman that 
the Social Security check might be late—and 
far more real. Too many of these people are 
living from one check to the next and bal-
ancing food against medicine. As their Rep-
resentatives in Congress, we should at least 
provide them with the security of the promise 
of Social Security. 

It is also a scary prospect, Mr. Speaker, for 
the millions of Americans who are approach-
ing retirement. They have been paying into the 
Social Security trust funds because they have 
to, not because they believe in Social Secu-
rity. In fact, numerous studies have shown that 
more young Americans believe in UFOs than 
in their future Social Security checks. 

It is clear that Social Security in its current 
form—the form it has had since the Great De-
pression—is unsustainable. If we are to keep 
the promise that so many seniors and working 
Americans have relied upon for years, we 
must reform this program. There are many 
possibilities for reform, including adding per-
sonal investment options. The President ap-
pointed a commission of experts from busi-
ness, think tanks, and government to explore 
these alternatives and to make recommenda-
tions to Congress for change. They are ex-
pected to vote on their final report today, and 
Congress should consider their recommenda-
tions with due deliberative speed. We must act 
quickly, but more importantly, we must act 
right. 

But throughout our deliberations, Mr. Speak-
er, we must maintain our steadfastness to 
keep the promise of Social Security. We 
should not raise Social Security taxes and we 
should not cut benefits. We must use the inno-
vative spirit that is America’s hallmark to meet 
this challenge and find a way to strengthen 
and improve Social Security. 

Building upon the Social Security lock box 
legislation that this body has already ap-
proved, this resolution lays the groundwork for 
our coming debate, reaffirming our commit-
ment to Social Security’s beneficiaries, in par-
ticular, the most vulnerable beneficiaries—the 
low-income, the women, and minorities. I look 
forward to reviewing these issues with my col-
leagues and developing a real solution to this 
challenge. 

I urge all my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 282. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW)

that the House suspend the rules and 

agree to the concurrent resolution, H. 

Con. Res. 282. 

The question was taken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 

those present have voted in the affirm-

ative.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-

mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 

proceedings on this motion will be 

postponed.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 

have 5 legislative days in which to re-

vise and extend their remarks and to 

include extraneous material on the 

subject of House Concurrent Resolu-

tion 282. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-

tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
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