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This agreement and legislation will
modernize O’Hare International Air-
port by constructing new runways and
reconfiguring old intersecting runways.
It will also address automobile traffic
congestion near O’Hare that will in-
clude western airport access, and it
will maintain the quality of life for
residents near O’Hare by committing
$450 million in funds for soundproofing.
In addition, this agreement will con-
struct a new south suburban airport
near Peotone and continue the oper-
ations of Meigs Field on Chicago’s
lakefront.

Because O’Hare is the epicenter of
the Nation’s aviation community, this
agreement is great news for airline pas-
sengers across the Nation. O’Hare is
one of the world’s largest airports and
is the only dual-hub airport in the Na-
tion, as both United and American Air-
lines base a significant amount of their
employees, equipment and activities at
O’Hare.

O’Hare serves more than 190,000 trav-
elers per day, with 2,700 daily flights.
Communities big and small are served
by O’Hare. Forty-eight States in this
union have direct access to O’Hare
International Airport.

O’Hare is badly in need of an upgrade
to meet the demands of the 21st cen-
tury because the airport design was de-
veloped in the 1950s. By replacing old
runways with a safe and more modern
design, weather delays and cancella-
tions will be greatly reduced, elimi-
nating delays that often make the rest
of the Nation shudder.

In addition, my bill ensures that
O’Hare modernization will be paid for
primarily through airline and airport
generated-funds, such as the passenger
facility charge, landing fees, conces-
sions and bonds. Contrary to what the
few opponents of this measure say, this
bill does not put the Federal Govern-
ment on the hook for the cost of this
project.

This bill also moves ahead with a
south suburban airport near Peotone,
Illinois. While some of those few oppo-
nents argue that expanding and re-
configuring O’Hare will put a stop to
the State of Illinois’ plans to build an
airport at Peotone, nothing could be
further from the truth. As the Chicago
Sun Times wrote yesterday in their
lead editorial: ‘“The road to an airport
in Peotone runs through a revitalized
O’Hare. The two are linked. Demand
for air travel is a key ingredient of the
economic vitality of Chicago, our re-
gion and the country. A crowded, over-
whelmed O’Hare, delays air traffic na-
tionwide, and costs uncalculated bil-
lions every year. Another 2 decades of
a decaying O’Hare, and a lot of people
won’t want to fly into Peotone or any-
where else.”

I applaud Governor Ryan and Mayor
Daley for their courage, tenacity and
resolve that made sure that this agree-
ment was done. But for this agreement
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to become reality in the long run, we
must codify it so that no future Gov-
ernor may rescind the agreement, and
that is what my legislation will do.

I urge all of my colleagues to cospon-
sor this legislation that will do more
than any other measure in Congress to
meet the aviation demands of the 21st
century.

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN-STOUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, last week
President Bush and Commerce Sec-
retary Don Evans announced the re-
cipients of the Malcolm Baldrige
Award, our Nation’s highest honor in
quality and performance excellence,
named after the 26th Secretary of Com-
merce. It is my pleasure to join them
in congratulating the TUniversity of
Wisconsin-Stout for becoming the first
university ever to receive the award. I
would also like to commend my good
friend Chuck Sorenson, the chancellor
at Stout, and the entire faculty and
staff there for their hard work and
dedication in helping make UW-Stout
the extraordinary institution it is
today.

In 1987, Congress established the Mal-
colm Baldrige National Quality Award
to enhance the competitiveness of U.S.
businesses. The award promotes qual-
ity awareness, recognizes the quality
and performance achievements of U.S.
organizations, and publicizes successful
performance strategies.

It is given to U.S. organizations that
have exemplary achievements in seven
areas: leadership, strategic planning,
customer and market focus, informa-
tion and analysis, human resource
focus, process management, and busi-
ness results. All applicants for the
Baldrige Award undergo a rigorous ex-
amination process that requires nearly
1,000 hours of outside review. Teams of
examiners visit the finalists to clarify
questions and verify information; and
finally, an independent board of exam-
iners reviews all applications and pro-
duces a report citing strengths and op-
portunities for improvement.

I am pleased that UW-Stout has re-
ceived such a prestigious award. Many
of us in western Wisconsin have long
known the outstanding work done by
the students, the faculty and the staff
at UW-Stout that have made it an ex-
ceptional institution of higher edu-
cation. UW-Stout is an outstanding
role model for the 21st century edu-
cation organizations, and it will now
gain the national recognition their ef-
forts deserve.

UW-Stout Stout is one of 13 publicly
supported universities in the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin system. It has ap-
proximately 1,200 faculty and staff and
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about 7,700 students. UW-Stout offers
27 undergraduate and 16 graduate de-
grees. In addition to undergraduate and
graduate degree programs, there are a
variety of outreach programs and serv-
ices to business, industry and society,
and provides a full rage of support serv-
ices to students.

In addition, UW-Stout’s ‘‘mission
driven-market smart’” focus is charac-
terized by an array of programs leading
to professional careers, primarily in in-
dustry and education. It has main-
tained graduation replacement rates at
or above 98 percent since 1996, and em-
ployers have consistently rated 99 to
100 percent of its graduates as prepared
to work.

Although the Malcolm Baldrige
Award is a tremendous achievement for
UW-Stout, it is not the first award that
the University has received. UW-Stout
has received multiple awards for inno-
vative programs and partnerships. In
April 2001, UW-Stout received the na-
tional recognition from Newsweek as
one of 34 schools cited as a ‘‘hidden
treasure.”

Some of the other awards include the
1995 Governor’s Glass Ceiling Award;
the 1999 Outstanding Award for Tech-
nology Transfer from the National As-
sociation of Management and Tech-
nical Assistance Centers; and the 1998
American Association of University
Women Equity Initiative Award Win-
ner.

Furthermore, UW-Stout has excelled
in applying technology to instruction.
Technology, when used effectively, can
stimulate learning, enrich lives and
create greater opportunity for the fu-
ture of UW-Stout’s students.

Beginning in the fall of 2002, toting
laptops to class will soon be as com-
mon as carrying books. UW-Stout is
the first university in Wisconsin to
launch an initiative that will place a
laptop in the hands of every incoming
freshman.

To make the notebook computers
even more portable, the program opted
to use cutting-edge wireless tech-
nology. Each laptop is equipped to
communicate with one of several
Lucent base stations located on cam-
pus, allowing students to work on their
laptops while in the classroom, the
hallways, or even outdoors.

That is, however, only one of UW-
Stout’s innovative achievements. It is
truly an exceptional university, and I
am proud that this university is in my
congressional district back in western
Wisconsin.

Again, I am pleased UW-Stout has
achieved the Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award. They are truly a
leader in the field of higher education,
and I commend them for their hard
work.
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