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effort to stay on course and move forward at 
a constant and deliberate pace. 

Mr. Drunsic and Mr. Linn began their in-
volvement in the railroad industry in Ten-
nessee nearly twenty years ago in March 
1983. They have been recognized as leaders 
in the short line railroad industry for a long 
while. Today there are some 400 members of 
the American Short Line and Regional Rail-
road Association. In Tennessee alone there 
are 17 short line railroads in operation. Mr. 
Drunsic and Mr. Linn are either principals or 
share affiliations with five of the 17 short line 
operations in the Volunteer State. 

Mr. Drunsic, a resident of Manchester Cen-
ter, Vermont, and Mr. Linn, a resident of 
Closter, New Jersey, have indeed registered a 
mark on the railroad industry in Tennessee 
and in the United States, worthy of this rec-
ognition. As Middle Tennessee, and specifi-
cally the 5th & 6th Congressional Districts, 
begin to explore the opportunities of a com-
muter rail system, these two men will certainly 
be hailed for their vision and their service to-
ward making this long standing proposition a 
matter of reality. 

Today we congratulate and thank Mr. 
Drunsic and Mr. Linn for their many contribu-
tions to the railroad industry, to the nation, and 
to the entire State of Tennessee. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 
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EXPRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH 

ISRAEL IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

TERRORISM

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 5, 2001 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of House Concurrent Resolution 
280. This resolution expresses solidarity with 
Israel in its fight against terrorism following the 
recent attacks in Haifa and Jerusalem during 
the weekend of December 1–2, 2001. This 
resolution also urges the President to ensure 
that Palestinian leader Yasir Arafat carries out 
a sustained campaign against terrorism. 

In the latest attacks in this troubled region, 
Palestinian terrorists took the lives of 26 inno-
cent Israeli citizens and wounded at least 175 
others. Those who are responsible for these 
attacks have committed brutal acts of murder, 
and no cause can justify their actions. I wish 
to express my deepest condolences to all of 
those who have been affected by these tragic 
events. 

As we mourn for the thousands of Ameri-
cans who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks 
of September 11th, we also mourn for the in-
numerable men, women, and children of Israel 
who have suffered at the hands of terrorists 
for decades. Now more than ever, the United 
States and Israel are bound together in the 
common fight for freedom, security, and toler-
ance for all. 

During the past 15 months of violence in the 
Middle East, the Palestinian leadership has 
turned a blind eye to terrorist activity within the 
Palestinian territories. Terrorist groups have 

actively recruited new members, planned at-
tacks and carried out violent acts against inno-
cent citizens with little or no fear of punish-
ment by the Palestinian Authority. 

Despite numerous commitments made by 
Mr. Arafat to take action against these terror-
ists, the violence has continued. The time has 
come to call on Chairman Arafat and the Pal-
estinian leadership to demonstrate a true com-
mitment to the eradication of terrorism in all its 
forms. We must insist that Mr. Arafat validate 
his words with real actions and a demon-
strable effort to arrest, prosecute and punish 
perpetrators of terrorist attacks. We must 
make clear that we will not tolerate terrorism! 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the current chal-
lenges to the Middle East peace process are 
monumental. The prospect for peace is not 
only contingent on the ability of the Palestinian 
Authority to combat terrorism, but it is also de-
pendent on the level of commitment from the 
Israeli leadership. Both sides of this conflict 
must accept certain compromises, or peace 
efforts will be in vain. However, we must not 
abandon our vision of peace, security, and op-
portunity for all Israelis and Palestinians. 
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IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL J. 

BURKE

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Michael Burke, a com-
munity leader, a friend and a constituent who 
passed away on December 6. 

Mike was a managing partner of the Cin-
cinnati law firm of Keating Muething and 
Klekamp, PLL, and Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Executive Officer of KMK Consulting 
Company, LLC. He was dedicated, giving, and 
generous. One of the founders of the law firm, 
John Muething, said of Mike, ‘‘He was a true 
leader . . . and a constant source of energy 
and inspiration to others . . .’’ Don Klekamp, 
a partner of Mike’s for 33 years, recalled that 
‘‘Mike was an outstanding entrepreneurial 
business lawyer, but he was more than a law-
yer to clients. He was a confidant and trusted 
advisor.’’ 

Very active in his community, Mike was 
President of Our Lord Christ the King Parish 
Council, President of the Education Com-
mittee, and co-chaired its Capital Campaign to 
build a parish center. At Ursuline Academy of 
Cincinnati, Mike was Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, Chairman of the Long Tenn Plan-
ning Committee, and Chairman of the first 
Capital Campaign. In 1998, I had the honor of 
helping to present Mike with the Heart of Gold 
Award by Boys Hope/Girls Hope. He was also 
honored as Man of the Year by the Cincinnati 
Club of the University of Notre Dame. 

A graduate of Newport Central Catholic 
High School, Mike received his B.B.A. from 
the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. 
from the University of Cincinnati, where he 
was a member of the Order of the Coif. He 
was devoted to his wife, Marcia, and their five 
children: Tricia, Jennifer, Michael, Brian and 
Anne. 

A close friend, Jim McGraw, managing part-
ner of KMK Consulting, said, ‘‘While his jour-
ney was cut short, [Mike’s] incredible spirit is 
forever ingrained in the lives of all who worked 
beside him.’’ All of us who were so enriched 
by Mike’s energy, courage and faith will miss 
him. 
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KEEPING THE SOCIAL SECURITY 

PROMISE INITIATIVE 

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001 

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong disappointment with the rhetoric coming 
from both sides of the aisle on this resolution. 
We do a disservice to our constituents and to 
future generations when we bury our heads in 
the sand and ignore the very real financial 
challenges facing the Social Security system. 

Everyone who has examined the financial 
outlook of the Social Security system under-
stands that we need to take action to make 
sure that Social Security remains strong for fu-
ture generations. The Commission to 
Strengthen Social Security is to be com-
mended for presenting proposals which deal 
with the financial deficits facing the Social Se-
curity system in a responsible and forthright 
manner. 

Those who cry foul on the Commission’s 
recommendations have a moral obligation to 
tell the American people how they would ad-
dress these challenges. While it is easy to 
criticize those who try to deal with this issue, 
it is far more difficult to put together a plan 
that can hold up under a thorough actuarial 
and budgetary analysis. I would say to my col-
leagues who have come to the floor to criticize 
the efforts of the Commission that I look for-
ward to seeing your plan to strengthen Social 
Security. 

There is no way to eliminate the $20 trillion 
unfunded liability facing Social Security without 
making some tough choices somewhere. 
Folks who insist that we must preserve bene-
fits exactly as promised under current law 
must explain where the money will come from 
to fund these promises. 

We can either make some tough choices 
today to honestly deal with the challenges fac-
ing Social Security or we can leave a fiscal 
time bomb for our children and grandchildren. 
I, for one, do not want my grandchildren to 
look back sixty-five years from now and say 
that if only our granddad had done what he 
knew in his heart had to be done when he had 
the chance, we wouldn’t be in the mess we 
are in today. 
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RAILROAD RETIREMENT AND 

SURVIVORS’ IMPROVEMENT 

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 10, the 
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Railroad Retirement and Survivors’ Improve-
ments Act of 2001. This critical legislation 
makes important improvements in the benefit 
structure for retired railroad workers, espe-
cially for widows and widowers. 

In the early 1900’s, the rail industry was the 
nation’s largest employer. With record levels 
of unemployment, the Federal Government 
decided to provide economic incentives to en-
courage the retirement of older employees, 
thereby creating more jobs for younger work-
ers. 

‘‘Railroad Retirement’’ was created to pro-
vide retirement benefits beginning in 1936 cre-
ating retirement incentive for many older rail-
road employees who otherwise would not 
have received Social Security benefits until 
1942. This program replaced the private rail-
road pension plans and began to pay benefits 
in 1936, based on up to 30 years of past 
untaxed rail service. 

The system is now $40 billion short of what 
would be required to pay benefits to all the 
workers who have yet to retire and their sur-
vivors. 

Congress has a responsibility to provide rail-
road retirees and their survivors with in-
creased benefits, as well as making necessary 
changes to update and modernize the railroad 
employee benefit system. 

To that end, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in support of H.R. 10. More than 670,000 retir-
ees and dependents and 245,000 active rail 
employees will benefit from the improvements 
made by the Railroad Retirement and Sur-
vivors’ Improvement Act of 2001. Please sup-
port our nation’s railroad workers, rail retirees 
and spouses by supporting this critical reform 
package. Vote yes on H.R. 10. 
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HONORING THE SACRIFICE MADE 

BY JOHNNY MICHAEL SPANN 

SPEECH OF

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I join with my 
colleagues in the House and with the resi-
dents of my home state of Alabama in paying 
tribute to an American who gave his life in 
service to freedom. 

Johnny Micheal Spann, a native of Winfield, 
Alabama and graduate of Auburn University, 
was the first American killed in the ongoing 
war against terrorism in Afghanistan. 

Spann, who served his country for eight 
years in the U.S. Marine Corps before working 
as an intelligence officer in the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, gave his life on November 25 
at the young age of 32, leaving behind a wife 
and three children. 

On Monday, he was laid to rest among our 
country’s heroes in Arlington National Ceme-
tery in a service that touched the hearts of all 
gathered along those hallowed hills over-
looking our nation’s capital. 

‘‘Mike is a hero not because of the way he 
died, but rather the way he lived,’’ his widow 
noted. ‘‘Mike was prepared to give his life in 
Afghanistan because he was prepared to give 
his life every day at home.’’ 

I was pleased to join my colleagues in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 281, which passed the 
House Tuesday, honoring Johnny Micheal 
Spann. I would like to extend my personal 
condolences to his wife, Shannon, and his 
family. America shares both the personal sor-
row of your loss and the sense of pride for 
Mike’s courageous and dutiful service to the 
nation he so loved. May God bless you all. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO SHARON 

BANKS

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Sharon Banks, Su-
perintendent of the Lansing School District, for 
being named Michigan’s Superintendent of the 
Year. She was selected by the Michigan Asso-
ciation of School Administration from our 
state’s 600 superintendents for her energy and 
dedication to the district. 

Hired only sixteen months ago to improve 
the District’s substandard test scores and de-
clining enrollment, Ms. Banks has spear-
headed significant progress throughout the 
District. The District lost more than 3,300 stu-
dents in the 1990’s and has struggled to raise 
their Michigan Educational Assessment Pro-
gram test scores. 

Since arriving, Ms. Banks has launched 
sweeping initiatives ranging from bolstering lit-
eracy programs to keeping kids in school. En-
rollment has declined much less than ex-
pected with only 30 students leaving the dis-
trict between 2000–01 and 2001–02, the 
smallest decrease in more than a decade. 

As a result of earning this distinguished 
award, which will be formally presented at a 
ceremony in January, Ms. Banks is nominated 
for the National Superintendent of the Year 
Award. 

Therefore Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask my 
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to Shar-
on Banks for earning Michigan’s Super-
intendent of the Year. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MARGARET FELDER 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Margaret Felder in recognition of her commit-
ment to her church and women’s leadership 
activities. 

Margaret Felder was born in Lexington 
County, South Carolina. She is the oldest of 
six children. At the age of 12, her family 
moved to Brooklyn. Margaret is a product of 
the New York City Public School System. She 
graduated from Clara Barton Vocational High 
School with a major in nursing. After a short 
period in the nursing profession, Margaret de-
cided to give up nursing and turn to a career 
in business. She has worked at Sullivan, 
Papain, Block, McGarath, and Cannavo P.C. 

for the past thirty-three years as an Adminis-
trative Assistant. 

Margaret is a devoted mother to Stephanie, 
Claude, Monique, Ebony, her late son, Eliot, 
daughter-in-law Grace and grandchildren 
Jean-Pierre and Rayquan. She gives her lov-
ing mother, Elaine, a great deal of credit for 
helping her in this regard. She gives leader-
ship to her family and is aware of the support 
and love from each of them. 

Margaret has been a devoted member of 
the Berean Baptist Missionary Baptist Church. 
She is currently active in the Ladies Usher 
Board, Sunday School secretary, Youth 
Church Leader, Sisterhood, Summer Day 
Camp, American Baptist Women ministry, the 
Bible Institute and the Drama Ministry. 

One of her favorite scriptures is Psalm 37:7 
‘‘be still before the Lord and wait patiently for 
him’’. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret Felder is a loving 
mother, grandmother and devoted member of 
the Berean Baptist Missionary Church. As 
such, she is more than worthy of receiving our 
recognition today and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring this truly remarkable spir-
itual woman. 
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STATEMENT ON BASIC PILOT 

EXTENSION ACT OF 2001 

SPEECH OF

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
rises in strong support of H.R. 3030, the Basic 
Pilot Extension Act of 2001. This Member 
would like to thank the distinguished gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM) for introducing 
the measure and the distinguished gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER), the 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, for his 
efforts in bringing this measure to the Floor. 
Additionally, this Member would note that he 
agreed to co-sponsor H.R. 3030 but was un-
able to do so under House Rules as the bill 
had been reported out of the Committee very 
expeditiously. 

Under H.R. 3030, the Basic Pilot Program, 
which is an employment verification program, 
would be extended through 2003, as the origi-
nal authorization expired on November 30, 
2001. 

Mr. Speaker, the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act (IRCA) of 1986 correctly prohibited 
employers from knowingly hiring illegal aliens 
or people with non-immigrant visas. Unfortu-
nately, at that time, Congress did not give em-
ployers the corresponding tools with which to 
comply with this Act. For example, due to con-
cerns regarding discrimination, employers are 
limited in the questions they may ask of poten-
tial employees to verify if those individuals are 
authorized to work in the U.S. If the employ-
ment verification documents that potential em-
ployees produce appear to be legitimate, then 
employers must accept the documents as le-
gitimate without further inquiry of the potential 
employee. 

During Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice (INS) enforcement raids, certain employers 
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