December 13, 2001

SIEMENS WESTINGHOUSE SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY COMPETITION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in recognition of Shira Billet and Dora
Sosnowik, two seniors from Stella K. Abraham
High School for Girls in the Fourth Congres-
sional district of New York.

These two teens have accomplished an
amazing feat. On December 4, they were
awarded the top team prize of $100,000 in the
Siemens Westinghouse Science and Tech-
nology Competitions. Their ingenious project
was the development of a Viscometer to
measure the consistency of ultra-thin lubri-
cants. Their achievement is bound to affect
the fields of micro-electronics and medical
therapy, specifically in the treatment of arthritis
patients.

The Westinghouse Competition is adminis-
tered by The College Board and funded by the
Siemens Foundation. It recognizes achieve-
ment and invention in the fields of science and
technology, and allows high school students to
receive national recognition for their research
projects. Awards are given to individual and
team projects in scholarship amounts ranging
from $10,000 to $100,000.

| admire Shira and Dora for many reasons,
the first of which is their ability to research,
develop and apply such a spectacular inven-
tion at the ages of 16 and 17. The two girls
have shown high levels of intelligence bal-
anced with concern and dedication to the bet-
terment of their community. Their participation
in the Westinghouse research program was
just a small part of their busy schedule. Both
Orthodox Jews who observe the Saturday
Sabbath, Shira and Dora maintain a packed
academic and extra-curricular schedule. At-
tendance at the Abraham School is from 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., where emphasis is placed
on a combination of academic and religious
studies. The girls are also co-editors of the
school yearbook.

The research program at the Abraham
School is relatively new, created just two
years ago. Shira and Dora were advised by
their chemistry teacher, Rebecca Isseroff, and
supervised by Professor Miriam Rafailovich,
director of the Garcia Center for Polymers at
Engineered Interfaces at SUNY Stony Brook.

| know this prestigious honor is a precursor
of things to come. Long Island can expect
great things from Shira Billet and Dora
Sosnowlk. | congratulate and thank them for
what they have done and will continue to do
for our community.

—_——

TRIBUTE CONNER STREET
ELEMENTARY

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Conner Street Elementary in recogni-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

tion of their achievement as an “exemplary”
school.

Conner Street Elementary has been se-
lected as one of the top 50 schools of West
Virginia. “Exemplary” status is based on Stan-
ford Achievement Test results, attendance,
drop out rates, and writing exam scores.

| commend the leadership and faculty on
their dedication to the children that walk
through their doors each day. They have set
an incredible example for the other 817
schools in West Virginia.

| equally commend the students and parents
of Conner Street Elementary for their commit-
ment to a quality education and a bright fu-
ture.

Efforts to bring superior education to all of
West Virginia and America are among our top
priorities. Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues
to join me in honoring Conner Street Elemen-

tary.

————
AMEND TITLE 49 OF THE UNITED
STATES CODE SO AIRPORT

SCREENING PERSONNEL CAN BE
U.S. CITIZENS OR NATIONALS

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation to amend Title
49 of the United States Code so that the air-
port security screening personnel referred to in
Section 44935 of that Title can be U.S. citi-
zens or nationals.

American Samoa is the only place in the
United States in which persons born of non-
U.S. citizen parents acquire the political status
of U.S. national, as opposed to that of U.S.
citizen. According to the most recent data
available, only 5.7 percent of American Sa-
moa’s population are U.S. citizens, with the
vast majority being U.S. nationals.

Enactment of the Aviation and Transpor-
tation Security Act into law last month added
a requirement that all security screening per-
sonnel at airports be U.S. citizens. While | un-
derstand and strongly support Congressional
intent to improve the quality of the security
screening of baggage being put aboard com-
mercial aircraft, | do believe the issue of U.S.
nationals should be considered as part of the
recent change.

The U.S. nationals from American Samoa
have a 100-year history of service to the
United States. Just like citizens, these Ameri-
cans owe their allegiance to the United States
and have repeatedly demonstrated their alle-
giance in important ways. They are not foreign
nationals, yet because of this one criterion
placed on the hiring of security screening per-
sonnel, they will be treated as foreigners if this
new requirement added in the Aviation and
Transportation Security Act is not amended.

With such a small number of U.S. citizens
available in the American Samoa work force,
the requirement in the Aviation and Transpor-
tation Security Act that security screening per-
sonnel be U.S. citizens also greatly reduces
the pool of prospective employees. As a prac-
tical matter, this will be to the detriment of air-
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line security on all flights within the region,
thereby reducing, rather than increasing, secu-
rity of the traveling public.

Mr. Speaker, | see this amendment as a
technical change to the law, and look forward
to prompt passage so that security at the air-
port in American Samoa will remain strong.

—_—

HOMELESS VETERANS COM-
PREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE ACT
OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H.R. 2716, the
Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Assist-
ance Act. Homelessness remains a prevalent
problem among veterans, with roughly one-
third of the total homeless population con-
sisting of veterans. With this legislation, we
will take a needed step in addressing this
problem as we are all aware that more needs
to be done to help these men and women get
back on their feet.

It is a familiar principle among veterans in
our Armed Forces that we do not leave our
wounded behind. Homeless veterans are our
wounded, and we are leaving them behind.
The VA has reported there were about
345,000 homeless vets in our country in 1999,
and there will yet be even more homeless vet-
erans as we experience this economic down-
turn.

This bill sets a national goal to end home-
lessness among veterans within 10 years.
Who is opposed to that? The bill provides
funding, authorizes 2000 additional Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) Section 8 low-
income housing vouchers over four years for
homeless veterans in need of permanent
housing and who are enrolled in health care
provided by the Veterans Affairs Department.
The bill contains funding increases for a num-
ber of existing veterans homeless programs. It
will establish a demonstration program to pro-
vide information, including referral and coun-
seling services, to incarcerated veterans and
veterans in long-term institutional confinement
to assist in their reintegration into their com-
munities.

As we continue to address the needs of our
Nation’s veterans we should heed the words
of President Lincoln who called on all Ameri-
cans “to care for him who shall have borne
the battle.” | urge my colleagues to support
this important legislation.

—

TRIBUTE TO CONFIDENCE
ELEMENTARY

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mrs. CAPITO. Mrs. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Confidence Elementary in recognition

of their achievement as an “exemplary”
school.
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