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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
PAYING TRIBUTE TO INGRID 

BOGGESS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that I would like to take this oppor-
tunity and pay tribute to the life and memory 
of Ingrid Boggess who recently passed away 
in Pueblo, Colorado on December 3, 2001. In-
grid was fighting pancreatic cancer, and as we 
mourn her loss, I would like to recognize the 
dedication displayed and contributions made 
by Ingrid to her community. 

Ingrid was born in Czechoslovakia and 
dreamed of coming to the United States early 
in life. While living in Germany, she learned 
English and worked as a translator for the 
German government in the late 1950’s. Her 
dream was realized when Ingrid became a 
naturalized citizen in 1964 and moved to the 
community of Pueblo. Ingrid soon found work, 
married her husband Jack, and dedicated her 
free time and energy to the community. 
Among her interests were promoting edu-
cation, public health, and the arts. 

Ingrid was a member of and served as 
President of the Pueblo Symphony and the 
Symphony Guild. Her commitment to helping 
others was evident in her service to the Na-
tional Assistance League, Assistance League 
of Pueblo, Parkview Hospital Foundation 
Board and the Pueblo Community College 
Foundation. She also dedicated her time and 
efforts to the preservation of our history and 
arts through the Pueblo County Historical So-
ciety, the Rosemount Museum Auxiliary, and 
the Sangre de Cristo Arts and Conference 
Center. 

Mr. Speaker, I have mentioned just a few of 
Ingrid’s many contributions to the community 
of Pueblo. She was a dedicated servant who 
dreamed of coming to this nation and living 
the American dream. She not only lived that 
dream but dedicated her life to helping others 
reach their aspirations. Her husband, two chil-
dren survive her. My heart and my condo-
lences go out to Ingrid’s family and friends 
during this time of loss and healing. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SAND FORK 

ELEMENTARY

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Sand Fork Elementary in recognition 
of their achievement as an ‘‘exemplary’’ 
school. 

Sand Fork Elementary has been selected as 
one of the top 50 schools of West Virginia. 

‘‘Exemplary’’ status is based on Stanford 
Achievement Test results, attendance, drop 
out rates, and writing exam scores. 

I commend the leadership and faculty on 
their dedication to the children that walk 
through their doors each day. They have set 
an incredible example for the other 817 
schools in West Virginia. 

I equally commend the students and parents 
of Sand Fork Elementary for their commitment 
to a quality education and a bright future. 

Efforts to bring superior education to all of 
West Virginia and America are among our top 
priorities. Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Sand Fork Elementary. 

f 

DENOUNCE TERROR IN ANY FORM 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to condemn terrorism in all forms. We 
continue to be shocked and saddened by the 
September 11 attacks, and the gruesome at-
tacks that have been taking place in Israel this 
month. Wednesday night, at least 10 Israelis 
were killed and more than 30 were injured 
during a roadside bombing and shooting at-
tack against a bus. It was among the bloodiest 
incidents in nearly 15 months of violence in 
the Middle East. If there is going to be hope 
for peace in the region, these acts of hate and 
terror must stop. Israel cannot be expected to 
negotiate with those that allow for such atroc-
ities to occur. 

I was also angered and saddened yesterday 
to learn that two leaders of the Jewish De-
fense League were assembling bombs to use 
in planned attacks against one of L.A.’s larg-
est mosques and the local offices of a House 
member (Mr. ISSA). 

The two men, Irving David Rubin and Earl 
Leslie Krugel, have been charged with con-
spiracy to manufacture and detonate bombs 
targeting Arab and Muslim buildings in the Los 
Angeles area, as well as the San Clemente of-
fices the gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA). 

As a Jewish Member of Congress, I was 
particularly outraged by the news of those vi-
cious plans. I want all of my colleagues and 
the entire American public to know that those 
individuals are seen by Jews as any other ter-
rorist would be seen. They have no right to at-
tempt to carry out murder in the name of reli-
gion and they do not represent the values or 
the beliefs of the Jewish community. 

Now, more than any time, it is important for 
this nation to embrace its diversity and for all 
of us to denounce discrimination, terror, and 
hate in any form. 

CHRIS PIENING, A BUILDER OF 

TRANS–ATLANTIC RELATIONS 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with regret 
that we report that last weekend our friend 
Chris Piening died after a long struggle with 
amyloidosis. 

Chris worked for years as the staff engine, 
behind the European side of what is not called 
the Transatlantic Legislative Dialogue—the 
interparliamentary dialogue between the 
United States Congress and the European 
Parliament. That dialogue just had its 53d 
meeting, and is a critical part of the 
bourgeoning interaction between the two larg-
est economic and political entities in the West-
ern world. 

Chris was born in New York in 1945: he 
was an exceptional human being. His good 
humor, capacity for hard work, and diplomatic 
skills were regularly tested but never found 
lacking. He always exhibited an extraordinary 
zest for life that touched all those he came in 
contact with. 

Chris was a scholar as well as a legislative 
official. During a leave at the University of 
Washington he wrote Global Europe: the Eu-
ropean Union in World Affairs (Lynne Rienner: 
Boulder, Co., 1997), considered an authori-
tative account of the EU’s actions abroad. He 
worked in recent years as the head of the Eu-
ropean Parliament’s information office in Lon-
don. 

Mr. Speaker, on our own behalf, and on be-
half of the Members, former Members, and 
staff associated with the Congress-EP ex-
change, we extend our condolences to Chris’s 
wife, Marion, his children, Jenny and Claude, 
and his colleagues and friends at the Euro-
pean Parliament. 

For the information of our colleagues, we 
set out below a tribute relating to Chris’s life 
and work issued by the Secretary General of 
the European Parliament. 

STRASBOURG,

December 12, 2001. 

NOTICE TO STAFF

DEAR COLLEAGUES: It is with the deepest 

sadness that I have to inform you of the 

death of our colleague, Chris Piening, who 

died in London last Saturday, December 8, 

aged 56 after a long and painful illness. Chris 

leaves his wife, Marion, and two children, 

Jenny and Claude. 

He began work in the Parliament on May 

1, 1973 as a Translator in Luxembourg, be-

coming an official the following year. He was 

appointed Administrator in June 1979, Prin-

cipal Administrator in December 1983 and be-

came Head of Division in 1989. In 1985 he was 
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assigned to Brussels where he worked for DG 

II, DG III and then the President’s Cabinet. 

In February 1999 he was appointed Head of 

our London Information Office. 

Chris leaves an indelible impression on his 

very many friends amongst Members and 

staff. A convinced European from the first 

hour, he was a fine public servant with 

strong convictions. Demanding of others, he 

gave of himself. Always dedicated to his 

work, he inspired loyalty and affection in his 

colleagues, even though his habit of asking 

difficult questions would sometimes put his 

hierarchy in a spin. 

But it is as a great and loyal friend that we 

remember him: his love of life, his kindness, 

his enthusiasm for everything from skiing to 

books or to good-natured gossip over a good 

meal. To this list of qualities, and to his 

wonderful sense of humour, I must add his 

extraordinary courage and fortitude, par-

ticularly over the last two years. I saw him 

a week before he died, frail but still with his 

ineradicable sense of humour and bravery. 

We will all miss him deeply. 

JULIAN PRIESTLEY,

Secretary General. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO VINCE 

BAKER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to an icon of the Pueblo, 
Colorado community. Vince Baker recently 
passed away at the age of 88, and as his fam-
ily mourns his loss, I think it is appropriate to 
remember Vince and pay tribute to him for his 
contributions to his community. 

Vince owned and operated Vince Baker Mo-
tors, a car dealership located in Pueblo. He 
went on to become President of Modern Trail-
er Sales, Director of Western Acceptance Cor-
poration, and managed a regional General 
Motors distributorship. Vince’s success was 
evident in the creation of over 30 automobile 
agencies in Colorado and New Mexico. 

Vince’s true love was working and inter-
acting with people. This became clear later in 
his life when Vince served as a motivational 
speaker and a writer. His communication skills 
served as motivational tools for others that 
were widely used throughout the automobile 
industry. In addition, Vince was a contributing 
writer for a motor magazine for over eight 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with profound sadness 
that we remember Vince Baker. He was 
known for his kind heart and a gentle de-
meanor he displayed throughout his life. Vince 
Baker will be remembered and missed not 
only by his family but also by a grateful com-
munity. 

IN SUPPORT OF EDUCATION TAX 

CREDITS

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my excitement for the next phase 
of education reform which will empower par-
ents to make the best educational choices for 
their children. The bill before us today, the 
‘‘No Child Left Behind Act,’’ will offer some 
small measure of parental options in the form 
of supplemental services for after-school tutor-
ing and other educational resources. These 
reforms are an important step toward edu-
cational choice, but the real victory for Amer-
ican schoolchildren will be found in the Admin-
istration’s next education reform initiative— 
education tax credits. 

Shortly after President Bush took office in 
January of this year, he announced an innova-
tive plan to offer children in failing schools the 
option of attending a private school of their 
choice. The proposal would have implemented 
much needed competition into our education 
system today and would have benefited all 
schoolchildren, public and private alike. Unfor-
tunately, the President’s proposal is not a part 
of the bill before us today. I am pleased to re-
port, however, the President has indicated his 
full support and leadership for parental choice 
through tax credits in the next session of the 
107th Congress. 

In the remainder of my time, I’d like to dis-
cuss some of the promising benefits and op-
portunities afforded children through education 
tax credit legislation. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the current tax 
system financially penalizes parents who send 
their children to schools other than the govern-
ment-owned schools assigned to their chil-
dren. A tax credit for educational expenses 
would allow parents to redirect their own 
money to pay expenses at a school that best 
meets the needs of their child. 

Parents across the country are becoming in-
creasingly concerned about their children’s 
education. More than $125 billion in federal 
funds have been directed toward K–12 edu-
cation programs over the past 25 years, but 
these increases in financial investment have 
not been accompanied by similar gains in stu-
dent achievement. American children languish 
far behind their international peers in math 
and science; the racial achievement gap on 
test scores is widening; and test scores on the 
nation’s report card (the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress) have remained large-
ly stagnant over the past 20 years. 

Any business that received such poor profit 
margins in return for such large financial in-
vestments would be forced to close its doors, 
yet the federal government continues to funnel 
billions of American taxpayer dollars annually 
toward the government’s education monopoly. 

Additional money, resources and pro-
grams—with all of the attached federal regula-
tions and mandates—will not solve the na-
tion’s education crisis. These methods have 
been tested and tried without positive results. 
Fundamental changes to the structure of our 
education system are needed and this can 

only happen by relying on the power of free 
markets by empowering parents with the abil-
ity to select the best school options for their 
children, whether it is a government-owned, 
private or home school. 

Education tax credits are emerging as one 
of the most effective vehicles to encourage 
parental choice in education around the coun-
try. To date, six states have enacted some 
form of tax credit for elementary and sec-
ondary educational expenses—Arizona, Min-
nesota, Iowa, Illinois, Florida and Pennsyl-
vania. A tax credit at the federal level would 
enable families to save on their federal income 
taxes, which are typically much higher than 
state income taxes. Nine states do not have a 
state income tax, therefore, a federal tax credit 
is their only option to receive educational as-
sistance in this form. Moreover, federal edu-
cation tax credits can provide a massive cash 
infusion toward a competitive, free-market 
education system in America. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many different kinds 
of tax credits, including credits for educational 
expenses incurred by families and credits for 
individual and corporate donations to edu-
cational scholarship foundations. The details 
of the President’s legislation are forthcoming, 
but I think if we look to the example of edu-
cation tax credits in the states, we will observe 
the exciting educational opportunities for chil-
dren. In Arizona, for example, the state legis-
lature passed a $500 tax credit for donations 
to scholarship foundations. The law has been 
effective since 1997, and since that time the 
number of scholarship organizations has 
grown from 2 to 34. Nearly $14 million was 
raised during that time through the donations 
of 30,000 taxpayers. Arizona’s tax credit could 
potentially raise $75 million in scholarships an-
nually, according to some estimates. 

Another indication of the promise of tax 
credits is the overwhelming public support for 
such opportunities. A recent poll by 
McLaughlin and Associates, however, shows 
broad based support for education tax credits 
that cuts across party lines, ideologies, income 
levels, age and race. The poll found that 
seven out of 10 likely voters support providing 
$2,000 tax credits per child for all educational 
expenses, including tuition. Self-described lib-
erals gave a 70 percent approval rating for the 
concept. African-Americans and households 
earning under $40,000 a year also show very 
high numbers of support (76.5 percent and 75 
percent, respectively). 

The corporate tax credit concept for dona-
tions to scholarship foundations or local 
schools had widespread approval ratings in 
the poll, as well. Nearly three in four Ameri-
cans surveyed supported the idea, with more 
than 78 percent approval among blacks and 
80 percent approval among Hispanics. 

Education tax credit programs have with-
stood challenges in court, as well. Six con-
secutive court challenges have gone in favor 
of tax credit legislation. The courts have found 
that tax credits merely allow families to keep 
a greater portion of their own private money 
and do not involve the transfer of public funds 
to schools or individuals. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, education tax credits 
bypass the potential threat of government 
meddling. Many private school administrators 
are afraid to accept government assistance 
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