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local regulations that protect our consumers 
and environment will be put at risk by H.R. 
3005. The bill would allow our environmental 
agreements that safeguard biodiversity, control 
the use of particular pollutants, and preserve 
our most endangered species, to be chal-
lenged as unacceptable barriers to trade. 

Another major problem with the bill is its fail-
ure to learn from NAFTA’s mistakes when it 
comes to corporate investment. Foreign cor-
porations are using NAFTA’s Chapter 11 on 
investment to challenge core governmental 
functions. Rhode Islanders need to be particu-
larly concerned about this. We need to learn 
from the experience of the State of California 
which has been sued by the Canadian com-
pany, Methanex, because of California’s ban 
on MTBE, a gasoline additive. This example is 
particularly pertinent to Rhode Island, because 
the Pascoag water district of Burrillville, Rhode 
Island has a contaminated water supply from 
MTBE. If we pass The Trade Promotion Au-
thority Act, we need to be aware that we open 
the door to place Rhode Island laws and regu-
lations at the mercy of foreign firms. 

For all of these reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to vote against H.R. 3005 and in sup-
port of the Levin-Rangel substitute. 
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Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct 
pleasure to recognize the distinguished career 
of Mr. Gary Conrad, who is a member of my 
constituency in Georgia’s Sixth District and 
has provided countless hours of assistance to 
the Congress as an employee of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, 
Georgia where he has served as the Chief of 
the Congressional and Legislative Branch in 
the Financial Management Office. 

Mr. Conrad is retiring from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention after 34 years 
of service to the agency. His service record 
with CDC spans his entire career and it is a 
career that demonstrates loyalty, dedication, 
quality, and selfless acts to the people of 
Georgia, the United States and in fact the 
world. Mr. Conrad has worked tirelessly to 
provide Congress information about the agen-
cy, its mission, and its programs. His work has 
contributed significantly to our understanding 
of the agency’s mission and the nation’s public 
health needs. 

Mr. Conrad has had several notable assign-
ments and he can truly be recognized as an 
individual in the forefront of the public health 
service. During his career with CDC, Mr. 
Conrad worked directly with the World Health 
Organization, Smallpox Eradication Pro-
gramme in Bangladesh where he investigated 
potential smallpox cases and implemented dis-
ease containment procedures in areas with 
confirmed cases. His efforts contributed to the 
worldwide eradication of the disease. 

For nearly eleven years, Mr. Conrad served 
as the Director for Sexually Transmitted Dis-
ease Control Programs in Atlanta, Nashville, 

Salt Lake City, and San Juan. In addition he 
has served CDC as the Deputy Director for 
the Public Health Service—Region IV, Division 
of Preventive Health Services. 

When the CDC began to recognize the 
cases of the HIV virus early in the epidemic it 
was Mr. Conrad the agency called upon to 
serve as the Desk Officer for the Department 
of Health and Human Services newly des-
ignated National AIDS Program Office. During 
his career, Gary has also represented CDC as 
an advisor to the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam, the International Organization on Migra-
tion, and the U.S. State Department on ref-
ugee-based health screening. He also served 
CDC in Miami on an emergency Cuban ref-
ugee screening project during the Mariel 
Cuban Boatlift. 

Mr. Conrad’s career is truly noteworthy and 
represents the excellence that exists within the 
citizens of our community and the nation. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
will surely miss the perennial contributions to 
public health of Mr. Conrad as he retires and 
it is my pleasure to recognize his efforts today 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JANE ROBERTS 

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jane Roberts who will retire in Decem-
ber as Commissioner of Springfield Township 
in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. She 
has served her community for many years 
with distinction. 

Jane is a dedicated public servant. Upon ar-
riving in Montgomery County, she became ac-
tive with the Schuylkill Valley Center for Envi-
ronmental Education and became interested in 
politics through the League of Women Voters 
where she served as President. 

Jane, a Democrat, was elected a Commis-
sioner of Springfield Township in 1994. She 
served as Vice President of the Board of 
Commissioners in 1996 and 1997. For the 
past seven years, she has been active in pro-
moting recycling and other environmental 
causes as the Chairwoman of the Cultural and 
Environmental Resources Committee. In addi-
tion, she has served as the Commissioner Li-
aison to the Board of Directors of the Free Li-
brary of Springfield Township. 

Jane and her husband Roy are the proud 
parents of two sons and one granddaughter. 

I am pleased to honor Jane Roberts on her 
retirement from the Board of Commissioners. 
She has made significant contributions to her 
community that will leave a lasting mark. Her 
dedication to her community truly is commend-
able. I join Springfield Township in congratu-
lating Jane on her many years of exemplary 
service. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RICHARD 

‘‘DICK’’ WOODFIN 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Richard 
‘‘Dick’’ Woodfin and thank him for his contribu-
tions to the state of Colorado. Dick, who last 
year celebrated his 100th birthday, has been 
an active leader in state political and agricul-
tural communities for most of his lifetime. I 
would now like to recognize some of his past 
and present accomplishments and extend my 
gratitude to his service and dedication to our 
state and nation. 

Dick came to Colorado as a child when his 
parents settled in Cheyenne Wells in 1916. He 
graduated from Colorado State University in 
1928 and became an agriculture teacher and 
thus began a long career in the agricultural 
community. His work with the Colorado Farm 
Bureau began in 1930 as an extension agent. 
He worked and remained active in the cities of 
Crowley, Canon City, Grand Junction and Bur-
lington. In 1948, his involvement took a step 
forward when he was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Mesa County Farm Bureau. His 
official service to the Colorado Farm Bureau 
ended in 1962, but he remained persistent in 
fighting for the interests of the citizens of Colo-
rado upon being elected to the state legisla-
ture in 1969. 

Mr. Speaker, Dick Woodfin contributed so 
much to the struggles of the Colorado Farm 
Bureau and to the triumph of the people of 
Colorado. His achievements have recently 
been recognized with the presentation of the 
Colorado Farm Bureau 2001 Service to Agri-
culture Award. For his lengthy service to the 
State of Colorado and the United States of 
America, I would like to personally recognize 
him for his efforts. Dick, you are truly worthy 
of the praise of this body of Congress. 
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HONORING THE GIRL SCOUTS OF 

HENDERSONVILLE, TENNESSEE 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the young ladies of Girl Scout Troop 
#2765 in Hendersonville, Tennessee. Like so 
many Americans, they were taken aback by 
the tragic events of September 11, 2001, and 
proved, once again, that heroes come in all 
sizes. 

In the wake of the attacks on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon, people all 
over America shared their food, shelter and 
prayers with those directly affected by the 
tragic events of September 11. The Girl 
Scouts from Troop #2765, saddened as so 
many of us were at the realization that hun-
dreds of young children lost a parent in the at-
tacks, took it upon themselves to launch ‘‘Op-
eration Cuddles.’’ 

With the help of several local organizations 
in Tennessee, these fourth-graders were able 
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to collect over 500 stuffed animals and deliver 
them in person to children in need at a cere-
mony at the State House in New Jersey. 

The young ladies’ kindness and commitment 
in the aftermath of such a tragedy exemplifies 
the spirit and tenacity of America. The com-
passion shown to our fellow man during this 
atrocity has revealed many heroes among us, 
not the least of which are the ladies of Troop 
#2765. 

I wish to thank these brave young women 
for their tremendous contribution to the recov-
ery efforts, and for helping us all gain some 
perspective in a time of national tragedy. 
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TRIBUTE TO BARBARA ALEX-

ANDER, ADVOCATE FOR EDUCA-

TIONALLY DISADVANTAGE CHIL-

DREN

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the passing of Barbara Alex-
ander, a very special woman whose life was 
dedicated to aiding children. Barbara is best 
known as a loving, energetic, feisty, and dili-
gent advocate for advancing educational op-
portunities for children, especially children 
from economically disadvantaged families. Her 
courageous efforts continued until her untimely 
death at age 64 on November 27th of this 
year. 

Born in Beaumont, Texas, Barbara moved 
to Richmond, California, in my congressional 
district, with her family when she was 7 years 
old. She met her future husband, Billy Alex-
ander, while in church one Sunday. Barbara 
was married to Billy for 44 years and was the 
proud mother of three daughters, five sons, 
seven grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. 

Barbara’s activism on behalf of public 
school children began in 1963, when her eld-
est daughter, Gaye, entered kindergarten at 
Coronado Elementary School in Richmond. 
She volunteered countless hours at the school 
and joined the Parent Teacher Association 
and the school advisory council. In the 1970s, 
Barbara and Billy successfully won a court de-
cision against the Richmond Unified School 
District and the State of California for their 
handling of federal funds committed for special 
education students under Title I. Soon after-
ward, Barbara’s involvement in education and 
her fight for the rights of disadvantaged chil-
dren intensified. She served as a member of 
the National Coalition for Title I Parents, and 
the California Association for Compensatory 
Education. Barbara continued her lifelong pas-
sion for poor children by pioneering programs 
to assist low-income children such as Dreams 
for Children, which raised money to take low- 
income children shopping for Christmas, a 
Day of Sharing at Nystrom Elementary School, 
weekend tutorial programs, and a summer 
school program called Summer of Hope. 

In recent years, the Alexanders founded the 
West Contra Costa Back-To-School Festival, 
an annual event that brings together busi-

nesses and community organizations to pro-
vide free school supplies, health screenings 
and community services to students attending 
schools in Contra Costa County. Last Sep-
tember, about 2,000 students and their par-
ents benefitted from the event. Billy fondly 
calls Barbara a modern-day ‘‘Robin Hood’’ be-
cause she passionately helped poor children 
and their families even when her own family 
was experiencing financial difficulties. I want to 
thank Billy personally for the sacrifice he and 
his family made throughout the years. Barbara 
Alexander was a model for us all. Indeed, her 
passion and advocacy will continue to inspire 
us to explore ways to improve educational op-
portunities for all children. 

Mr. Speaker, today the House is going to 
pass historic legislation to reform the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act, a law to 
benefit disadvantaged public school students 
first enacted in 1965. I would like to think that 
Barbara Alexander would be proud of the work 
we have done in this bill to ensure that federal 
aid to schools in fact is targeted, better than 
ever before, on those children most in need of 
help. I would like to think that she would be 
proud of our efforts to ensure that all children 
are taught by qualified teachers, that they 
have quality after-school programs and that 
they will benefit from the bright lines we will 
soon draw with regard to our expectations for 
schools. Our bill is rooted in the belief that all 
children, no matter what their backgrounds, 
can learn equally well as their schools have 
the proper resources and a qualified teaching 
staff. I believe these are the goals that Bar-
bara Alexander spent many years of her life 
fighting for, and I will think of her today, and 
the children she fought for, as we pass this 
historic bill. 
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HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2001 

SPEECH OF

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 3295, The Help America Vote 
Act. I would like to thank the gentleman from 
Ohio, Mr. NEY and the gentleman from Mary-
land, Mr. HOYER for their diligent work in get-
ting this legislation to the floor quickly enough 
for it to make a difference in the upcoming 
2002 elections. 

The Presidential election of 2000 highlighted 
the numerous problems within our federal 
election system. Voting machines broke down, 
thousands of votes were discarded due to 
damaged ballots over or under votes and 
hanging, dimpled and pregnant chads. The sit-
uation was especially grave in our minority 
communities, especially African-American 
neighborhoods. The United States election 
process broke down, as did the voter’s con-
fidence in it. We all came to this House just 
under a year ago, promising to immediately 
act to fix the many problems we discovered. 
Today we must take the opportunity to restore 
public confidence in the integrity of the elec-
toral process. 

With the passage of this important legisla-
tion, we will finally demand minimum Federal 

standards for voter registration. H.R. 3295 
would also mandate minimum standards on 
the equipment used to cast ballots, and the 
procedure used to determine what is and is 
not a vote on every variety of voting machine 
used in this country. This will eliminate con-
fusing and contradictory local laws that made 
a mockery of the 2000 election’s Florida re-
count. This will establish standards that every 
State must meet for every Federal election. 

Passage of this bill will also authorize $2.65 
billion in funds to help meet these new high 
standards by replacing outdated voting equip-
ment, and educate voters about the election 
process. Of this money, $400 million is to help 
States replace outdated and unreliable punch 
card voting systems, the antiquated system 
which led to the Florida turmoil, and another 
$2.25 billion is to help States improve their 
equipment, provide greater access to disabil-
ities, better train poll workers, and educate 
voters about their rights. 

Although I support this bill as a good start 
towards desperately needed reform, I recog-
nize that it does not solve all of our election 
difficulties. I am very disappointed that the 
Rules Committee did not make in order the 
amendment offered by my good friends Mr. 
MENENDEZ of New Jersey, Ms. DELAURO of 
Connecticut, and Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Their 
amendment would have solved many of the 
deficiencies contained in the bill, and make it 
more compatible with the bills currently being 
considered in the Senate. 

Their amendment would mandate that the 
voting authorities begin to inform voters of a 
mistake in their ballot of voting for either too 
few or too many candidates. Nearly 200,000 
ballots were thrown out of the Florida Presi-
dential ballot because of over or under count-
ing, and the technology to prevent this from 
occurring again is available. We should be 
using it. 

The amendment would also require accessi-
bility to alternative language voting for people 
with a limited grasp of English. This is a vital 
issue to me because the people in my con-
gressional district, the Seventh District of New 
York, are native speakers of over 70 different 
languages. These hard working American citi-
zens are just as entitled to vote as everyone 
else and should not be intimidated by the 
electoral process—something every citizen 
should hold dear. 

Beyond that, this amendment ensures that 
the standards of the motor-voter law remain in 
order, to ensure that States cannot purge peo-
ple from their rolls if they fall to vote in two 
consecutive Federal elections. It requires pro-
visional ballots to be provided to voters miss-
ing from precinct registers, and notice be pro-
vided as to whether their residency was estab-
lished and their vote counted following Elec-
tion Day. The amendment ensures that na-
tional standards are maintained for error rates 
for voting machines, in addition to the other 
standards already established. 

Although the Rules Committee did not make 
this amendment in order, I believe it is vitally 
important that these provisions be added to 
any bill that becomes law. Nonetheless, I con-
tinue to support H.R. 3295, which is a very 
good step in the right direction and support its 
passage today. But I hope that the Senate 
passes a bill containing all of these important 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 08:12 Aug 04, 2005 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR01\E14DE1.000 E14DE1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-30T10:38:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




