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provisions, and we are able to adopt it all in
conference.

This bipartisan legislation has the endorse-
ment of the National Commission on Federal
Election Reform and its distinguished chair-
men, former Presidents Carter and Ford. The
National Conference of State Legislators and
the National Association of Secretaries of
State, both of which will have to deal with its
mandates, have also endorsed it. They all rec-
ognize that this bill is the best way to help rec-
tify the problems of the 2000 election, and en-
sure that debacle never occurs again.

| urge a “yes” vote on H.R. 3295. Thank
you Mr. Speaker and | yield back the balance
of my time.

—_——

TRIBUTE TO WORLD WAR II FLY-
ING ACE, RICHARD WEST OF
CHILLICOTHE, MO

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to World War 1l flying ace Richard
West of Chillicothe, MO. A member of 35th
Squadron, 8th Fighter Group, 5th Air Force
stationed in the South Pacific, Richard shot
down 14 Japanese fighters during 1943 and
1944. He was one kill away from being a triple
ace.

Amazingly, in his 173 combat missions fly-
ing P-40 Warhawks and P-38 Lightnings,
Richard saw air-to-air combat only eight times.
However, one of those times he shot down
four planes, another time he shot down two
planes.

Along with other American aces in the
South Pacific, West’'s character became leg-
endary as the “Samson of the Pacific”. In the
book, “Fighter Aces,” it is said that he refused
to cut his hair until he downed his first Japa-
nese plane. Richard also authored his own
book, “Three Songs and Other Poems,” a
book depicting the drama of air-to-air combat.

Richard West is a highly decorated war vet-
eran who helped shape the course of our Na-
tion. He is a member of the “greatest genera-
tion” and deserves our respect and thanks. |
am proud to announce that on Saturday, Jan-
uary 12, the Chillicothe Municipal Airport Ter-
minal Building will be named in his honor, a
memorial long overdue. | thank Richard West
for his service to our country.

—

INTRODUCING THE HUD HOUSING
AND SECURITY FLEXIBILITY ACT

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to call to the attention of the House an in-
novative program created by the Houston of-
fice of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) in conjunction with local
law enforcement agencies in the Houston
area. This program, utilizing grant money from
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the Operation Safe Home program, hires off-
duty law enforcement officers to provide secu-
rity and patrol housing complexes and apart-
ments that are owned by or receive funds
from HUD. This program has been a great
success, and has made residents feet safer
and more secure in their homes.

Unfortunately, this program turned out to be
too innovative. Although this initiative has
been an unqualified success, it turns out that
HUD did not have the authority to make these
types of security decisions. | believe that we
should allow our local communities and those
who know them best the flexibility to pursue
the solutions that will decrease violence, drug
use, and other crimes that plague much of the
public housing in our nation today. | do not be-
lieve that Americans who need assistance with
housing costs should be forced to live in fear.

That is why | am introducing the HUD Hous-
ing Security and Flexibility Act. This legislation
would allow HUD to hire local law enforcement
agencies for these purposes. It authorizes of-
fices that receive or administer funds under ei-
ther of the aforementioned programs to enter
into contracts with police departments and
other agencies. These contracts would be lim-
ited to 3 years in length, and would be solely
for security, patrols, or other protective serv-
ices at HUD-owned or -assisted housing,

Mr. Speaker, | feel that this legislation will
go a long way toward eliminating crime in our
public housing, and making Americans feel
safer in their homes. | hope that the Congress
will take up this important legislation during
the 107th Congress.

—_—

SOCIAL SECURITY GUARANTEE
PLUS ACT OF 2001

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, today, | am intro-
ducing the Social Security Guarantee Plus Act
of 2001 to save Social Security. | believe
strongly that we can and will work in a bipar-
tisan manner to save Social Security, provided
we choose to legislate for the next generation,
not the next election.

Two-thirds of a century ago, Social Secu-
rity’s framers designed the program to meet
certain promises for the American people: the
promise of a safety net of financial security,
the promise that all workers would be treated
fairly, the promise that Social Security would
be owned by workers, for workers, and a pro-
gram that workers and their families could
count on should they retire, suffer disability, or
die. However our nation’s current demo-
graphics and economics have changed, and
Social Security’s ability to continue meeting
these promises is threatened. The Social Se-
curity Guarantee Plus Act | introduce today
will enable Social Security to continue keeping
its promises.

First, through this plan, the Social Security
safety net is fully preserved. Promised bene-
fits, including cost of living increases, are
guaranteed for those already receiving retire-
ment, survivors, and disability benefits, those
about to receive those benefits, and future
generations.
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Second, the plan treats all workers fairly.
Workers have paid into the system, it's their
money, and we must protect and enhance
their investment. It's not fair to workers to
raise their payroll taxes or lower their benefits.
Nor is it fair for the government to tell workers
to work longer. | do not want to create another
“notch.” That's why my plan does not raise
taxes, does not lower benefits, and does not
change the retirement age.

Third, Social Security dollars belong to the
workers that sent them here, therefore this
plan gives workers a real ownership stake in
the program by allowing workers to choose to
receive a tax cut to invest directly in safe, indi-
vidually-selected, market investments. A new
nation of savers, not the government, will con-
trol their retirement security. Should an indi-
vidual die before becoming eligible, the bal-
ance of their money will be passed along to
their heirs.

Fourth, under my plan, Social Security can
be counted on for the next 75 years, and be-
yond. Real assets guarantee current and new
expanded benefits, not Government 10Us, es-
tablishing a sound and sustainable financial
footing. There will be no more need to in-
crease taxes or lower benefits every few years
to keep the program working.

Beyond keeping these promises, we must
do more to further improve Social Security for
the women of our nation. Because of their
longer life expectancies and lower earnings,
women are more likely to suffer poverty in old
age and therefore heavily depend on Social
Security’s vital safety net. In addition, because
benefits are based on earnings, women are
penalized when they choose to stay home to
raise their children. The Guarantee Plus Plan
increases protection for women, not only by
securing the future of the current Social Secu-
rity and guaranteeing full benefits, including
cost-of-living adjustments, but also by enhanc-
ing benefits for widows, divorced spouses, and
working mothers. These benefits become
available immediately in my bill.

Congressman WALTER JONES (NC-03) said
“we, as members of Congress, have a duty to
our seniors to ensure their retirement security
will not be jeopardized.” | couldn’t agree more.
Therefore, the bill includes a provision, similar
to that introduced by my friend WALTER JONES,
where each beneficiary will receive a legally
enforceable certificate guaranteeing his or her
benefits.

Here’s how the Social Security Guarantee
Plus Plan works. The plan guarantees full,
promised, current law benefits for all workers,
whether you are 6 or 65. Just as companies
must back your pension plan with real assets,
the Guarantee Plus Plan saves Social Security
by setting aside real assets, not IOUs, to pre-
fund benefits. These assets are saved in each
worker’'s own account, thereby providing work-
ers the opportunity to create real wealth for
themselves and their families.

Workers who choose to participate will re-
ceive a refundable credit of 2-3% of their
earnings to establish their own Social Security
Guarantee Account. Workers, not the govern-
ment, would select where to invest their Guar-
antee Account funds. The assets in these ac-
counts would grow tax-free. No withdrawals
would be permitted until a worker starts re-
ceiving benefits to ensure that the money is
preserved for retirement.
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