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FEBRUARY 7, 2001. 

Speaker J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker’s Floor Office, The Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER HASTERT: This letter will 
serve as official notification of my resigna-
tion from both the Education and the Work-
force and Government Reform Committees. 
If you have any questions, feel free to con-
tact me or my Administrative Assistant, 
Michelle Anderson Lee (202) 225–4001. 

Very truly yours, 
CHAKA FATTAH, 
Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Science: 

FEBRUARY 7, 2001. 
Hon. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, Capitol, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR SPEAKER HASTERT: In order to com-

ply with the rules of the Caucus so that I 
may serve on the committee on the Budget, 
I hereby resign from the Committee on 
Science. Pursuant to the rules of the Demo-
cratic Caucus, I understand that my rights 
for seniority on the Science Committee will 
be preserved. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL E. CAPUANO. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Small Business: 

FEBRUARY 7, 2001. 
Hon. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER, I am writing to inform 

you of my resignation, effective imme-
diately, from the Small Business Committee. 
I have enjoyed serving my constituents’ in-
terests on small business matters, and I will 
continue to do so during the 107th Congress. 

Sincerely, 
SHELLEY BERKLEY, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Government Reform: 

FEBRUARY 8, 2001. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, The 

Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SPEAKER HASTERT: Pursuant to my 

appointment to the Committee on Financial 
Services, I hereby resign my assignment to 
the Committee on Government Reform and 
Oversight. 

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
HAROLD E. FORD, Jr., 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I offer a res-
olution (H. Res. 32) and I ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 32 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

Budget: Mr. Kirk. 
Energy and Commerce: Mr. Bass to rank 

after Mr. Radanovich. 
Government Reform: Mr. Weldon of Flor-

ida; Mr. Cannon; Mr. Putnam; Mr. Otter, and 
Mr. Schrock. 

Resources: Mr. Flake and Mr. Rehberg. 
Science: Mr. Shays to rank after Mrs. 

Morella. 
Transportation and Infrastructure: Mr. 

Pombo and Mr. Hayes to rank after Mr. 
Isakson. 

Veterans’ Affairs: Mr. Brown of South 
Carolina. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Democratic Caucus, I offer 
a privileged resolution (H. Res. 33) and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 33 
Resolved, That the following named mem-

bers be, and are hereby, elected the following 
standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

Committee on Appropriations: Mr. Fattah 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. Rothman of New Jer-
sey; 

Committee on Agriculture: Mr. Larsen of 
Washington, Mr. Ross of Arkansas, Mr. 
Acevedo-Vilá of Puerto Rico; 

Committee on the Budget: Mrs. McCarthy 
of New York, Mr. Moore of Kansas, Mr. 

Capuano of Massachusetts, Mr. Honda of 
California; 

Committee on Education and the Work-
force: to rank after Mr. Holt of New Jersey, 
Ms. Solis of California, Mrs. Davis of Cali-
fornia, Ms. McCollum of Minnesota; 

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Mr. 
Doyle of Pennsylvania, Mr. John of Lou-
isiana, Ms. Harman of California; 

Committee on Financial Services: Mr. 
Ford of Tennessee, Mr. Hinojosa of Texas, 
Mr. Lucas of Kentucky, Mr. Shows of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. Crowley of New York, Mr. Clay 
of Missouri, Mr. Israel of New York, Mr. Ross 
of Arkansas; 

Committee on Government Reform: Mr. 
Clay of Missouri; 

Committee on International Relations: Mr. 
Blumenauer of Oregon, Ms. Berkley of Ne-
vada, Mrs. Napolitano of California, Mr. 
Schiff of California; 

Committee on the Judiciary: Mr. Schiff of 
California; 

Committee on Resources: Mr. Rahall of 
West Virginia, Mr. Markey of Massachusetts, 
Mr. Kildee of Michigan, Mr. DeFazio of Or-
egon, Mr. Faleomavaega of American Samoa, 
Mr. Abercrombie of Hawaii, Mr. Ortiz of 
Texas, Mr. Pallone of New Jersey, Mr. 
Dooley of California, Mr. Underwood of 
Guam, Mr. Smith of Washington, Mrs. 
Christensen of the Virgin Islands, Mr. Kind 
of Wisconsin, Mr. Inslee of Washington, Mrs. 
Napolitano of California, Mr. Udall of New 
Mexico, Mr. Udall of Colorado, Mr. Holt of 
New Jersey, Mr. McGovern of Massachusetts, 
Mr. Acevedo-Vilá of Puerto Rico, Ms. Solis 
of California, Mr. Carson of Oklahoma, Ms. 
McCollum of Minnesota; 

Committee on Science: Mr. Matheson of 
Utah, Mr. Israel of New York; 

Committee on Small Business: Mr. 
Langevin of Rhode Island. 

Mr. FROST (during the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be considered as read 
and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

PREVENTING WASTEFUL FEDERAL 
BOONDOGGLES 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, the Or-
lando Sentinel published a headline 
yesterday saying ‘‘Anger Over Court-
house Won’t Die.’’ 

The anger concerns a proposed 
$60,000,000 Federal courthouse in Or-
lando that the judges are unhappy 
with. I have been told by an expert 
that to build what the judges want 
could potentially double the cost and 
send several million dollars in archi-
tect’s fees down the drain. At $60 mil-
lion, the building will already cost $195 
a square foot. 

The cost is already too high. If costs 
explode because of spoiled judges, it 
will be far too expensive to build if we 
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have any consideration at all for the 
poor taxpayers who are footing the bill. 

Too many times we have allowed 
Federal judges to demand Taj Mahal- 
type courthouses because the money is 
not coming out of their pockets. Too 
often they have a taxpayers-be-damned 
attitude. The Commissioner for Public 
Buildings said, ‘‘The problem here is 
we have some judges who think they 
should be architects.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I hope the Sub-
committee on Economic Development, 
Public Buildings, Hazardous Materials 
and Pipeline Transportation of the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure on which I served for 10 
years will not let this project become 
another wasteful Federal boondoggle. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
HOUSE PERMANENT SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection and pursuant to clause 11 of 
rule X and clause 11 of rule I, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Member of the House 
to the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence: 

Mr. CHAMBLISS of Georgia, to rank 
after Mr. BURR of North Carolina. 

There was no objection. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

CONCERNS REGARDING 
EDUCATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, edu-
cation is to be one of the new adminis-
tration’s top priorities, and I commend 
them for this. I would like to express 
two major concerns I have in regard to 
education that I hope the President 
and Secretary Paige will take into con-
sideration. 

First, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. HILL) and I started a Smaller 
Schools Initiative within the Depart-
ment of Education. We were fortunate 
enough to secure $45 million in funding 
for this program last year and $125 mil-
lion this year. This money is supposed 
to be for grants and assistance to 
school systems to help keep small 
schools open and/or reduce the size of 
some very large schools. 

At a smaller school, a young person 
has a better chance to make a sports 
team, serve on the student council, 
lead a club, be a cheerleader or excel or 
stand out in some other way. Also a 

student at a smaller school can get 
more individual attention, and not just 
feel like a number in some education 
factory. Actually, very large high 
schools sometimes breed Columbine- 
type situations, because while 99.9 per-
cent of students can handle big schools, 
a few always feel like they have to re-
sort to strange or even dangerous be-
havior to get noticed. 

Three or four years ago I read an ar-
ticle in the Christian Science Monitor 
saying that New York City’s largest 
high school had 3,500 students, and 
then it was broken down into five sepa-
rate schools and their drug and dis-
cipline problems went way down. 

b 1015 
Augusta Kappner, a former U.S. As-

sistant Secretary of Education wrote 
recently in USA Today that ‘‘good 
things happen’’ when large schools are 
remade into smaller ones. She said, 
‘‘Incidents of violence are reduced; stu-
dents’ performance, attendance and 
graduation rates improve; disadvan-
taged students significantly out-
perform those in large schools on 
standardized tests; students of all so-
cial classes and races are treated more 
equitably; teachers, students and the 
local community prefer them.’’ 

Students are better off going to 
smaller schools even in older buildings, 
as long as they are clean and well 
lighted, than they are to very large 
centralized high schools even in brand- 
new buildings. 

We have done a good job reducing 
class sizes in most places, but too often 
we are making a very bad mistake in 
making students go to very large 
schools. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the so-called 
teacher ‘‘shortage’’ is a special interest 
shortage aided by the government. We 
would have no shortage at all if we 
simply could give local school boards 
the flexibility to hire well-qualified 
teachers, even if they had never taken 
an education course. It makes no sense 
whatsoever to say that a Ph.D. chem-
ist, for example, with many years expe-
rience in the field cannot be hired over 
a 22-year-old with a bachelor’s degree 
simply because of a few education 
courses. 

I realize that there are special inter-
ests which want to limit or restrict the 
pool of eligible applicants for teaching 
positions, but this is harmful to our 
children; and it will become even more 
harmful in the next few years if we 
allow this to continue. Local school 
boards, or preferably even principals at 
schools, should be allowed to hire the 
best-qualified teachers, even if they 
never took an education course. Many 
people are well qualified through ad-
vanced education and/or experience to 
teach, but the government, because of 
special interest pressure groups, will 
not allow them to be hired. 

A few years ago, two small colleges 
in my district almost went under. For-

tunately, neither one did. But it is ri-
diculous to say, for instance, that a 
Ph.D. political scientist or English pro-
fessor with 20 or 25 years’ teaching ex-
perience at the college level cannot 
teach in high school or even elemen-
tary school if their college went under 
just because they had not taken an 
education course. Local school boards 
should be allowed to consider an edu-
cation degree as a real plus if every-
thing else is basically equal. But they 
should not be forced to hire a less- 
qualified teacher simply because one 
spent more time studying and/or work-
ing in the subject they are to teach 
rather than taking a few education 
courses. 

If local school officials were allowed 
to hire the most qualified person, even 
if they did not have an education de-
gree, this artificial, government and 
special interest-induced teacher short-
age could be wiped out very quickly; 
and most importantly, our children 
would get a better education. We 
should immediately give local school 
boards the authority to give alter-
native certification to people who are 
well qualified through education and/or 
experience in the field, even if they 
never took an education course. 

The next time anyone says some-
thing about a teacher shortage, we 
should just say, remove the artificial, 
unjustified, harmful restrictions in the 
State law and this problem will be 
solved very quickly. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO KAREN S. LORD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

RYAN of Wisconsin). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, the Commission on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe lost one of 
its most noble, most gifted, dedicated, 
effective, and kind members of our 
staff, Karen Lord, to the ravages of 
cancer on January 29 of this year. 
Karen was only 33—a heartwrenching 
tragedy for her family, and all of us 
who knew and loved her. 

Since 1995, Karen has faithfully 
served as counsel for Freedom of Reli-
gion on the staff of the commission of 
which I serve as the cochairman. In 
this capacity, she diligently defended 
the principle of ‘‘religious liberty for 
all’’ and became one of the commis-
sion’s most trusted advisors on the 
subject. We will miss her wise counsel, 
her demonstrable passion, her wealth 
of knowledge, and her energetic advo-
cacy on behalf of the persecuted 
church. 

As counsel for Freedom of Religion, 
Karen meticulously monitored the fun-
damental ‘‘freedom of thought, con-
science, religion and belief’’ and always 
would take the initiative when viola-
tions arose. She was recognized and re-
spected in this city, within the U.S. 
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