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He has recorded 12 albums over a 20-year 

span in the music and entertainment industry. 
Affectionately known as ‘‘Coque,’’ Mr. Muñiz is 
one of the most liked and recognized person-
alities not only in Mexico but the rest of the 
continent. During his career he has shared the 
stage with well-known personalities such as: 
Marco Antonio Muñiz (his father), Cecilia 
Gallardo, and Alberto Vasquez. His theater 
credits also include projects with legends like 
Lucha Villa, Maria Victoria, and the late Paco 
Stanley. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Jorge Muñiz, the 2000 Mr. Amigo, as 
well as the cities of Brownsville and Mata-
moros, for their dedication to international 
goodwill between the United States and Mex-
ico. 
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HONORING MAYOR GARTH G. 
GARDNER 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
honor a truly remarkable public servant in my 
Congressional district. Mayor Garth G. Gard-
ner is retiring as mayor of Pico Rivera, Calif., 
capping off a public career that expands near-
ly 50 years. 

Mr. Gardner was born on September 25, 
1922 in Carbon County, Utah, graduating from 
Carbon County High School in 1940. After at-
tending Carbon County Junior College for two 
years, Mr. Gardner enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force. Based in New Guinea in the South Pa-
cific, he flew 29 missions against the enemy in 
a B–24 liberator, with a crew of 10 service-
men. For his acts of bravery and honor during 
World War II, I presented Mayor Gardner with 
the Purple Heart Medal on Veterans Day, No-
vember 11, 2000. 

Following his return to the United States, 
Mr. Gardner married Mary Ponti on December 
30, 1945. Six days after his marriage, Garth 
was discharged from the U.S. Air Force and 
soon began pursuing a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Southern California, graduating in 
1948. Following his graduation, Mr. Gardner 
settled in Pico Rivera, where he raised his 
three sons. 

Mayor Gardner began his career working for 
the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
for 25 years and retired from the County in 
1976. Elected to the Pico Rivera City Council 
in 1972, Mayor Gardner has been re-elected 
every four years and will serve until his retire-
ment next month. Also, during his tenure on 
the City Council, Mr. Gardner served as Mayor 
in 1974, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1991, 1995, 1998 
and 2000. Mayor Gardner has also served on 
numerous commissions and coalitions 
throughout his public career. 

I am truly honored to know and have 
worked with Mayor Gardner during his illus-
trious career and wish him and his family 
much happiness in the future. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. HAROLD NOVOG 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I pay tribute to 
Dr. Harold Novog who will celebrate his 70th 
birthday on February 17, 2001. Dr. Novog is 
an outstanding member of the New York 
health community and a dedicated, caring 
physician. 

A native of New York City, Dr. Novog at-
tended this country’s premier science high 
school, Stuyvesant High School, graduating 
with honors in 1948. He entered Queens Col-
lege where he studied until he was called to 
active duty in the U.S. Air Force. He served in 
a medical unit at Fort Ethan Allen in Vermont 
and later at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas. 
After completing his military service, Dr. 
Novog returned to civilian life to finish his edu-
cation. Graduating from Queens College in 
1953, he went on to attend Downstate Medical 
Center where he received his medical degree 
in 1957. He completed a 1-year internship at 
Meadowbrook Hospital in Hempstead, NY, 
and a 3-year residency in Internal Medicine at 
the Veterans Administration Medical Center in 
the Bronx, NY. He was board certified in inter-
nal medicine in 1962. 

Dr. Novog maintained a private practice 
while serving on the staff at Jamaica and 
Booth Memorial Hospitals and at the Chapin 
Nursing Home in Queens, NY. During his ten-
ure at Booth Memorial, he served on the staff 
of the hospital’s first detoxification unit. As a 
result of his outstanding work at Booth Memo-
rial, Dr. Novog, in 1984, was appointed the 
medical director of ‘‘Alive and Well,’’ a private 
treatment center for alcoholics. 

Dr. Novog left private practice to join the 
staff of Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in 
1987 remaining there until his retirement in 
July 2000. While at Columbia Presbyterian he 
became, in the truest sense, a ‘‘doctor’s doc-
tor,’’ responsible for the health care of the 
hospital’s staff. 

Dr. Novog’s exemplary service to the New 
York community is greatly appreciated. His 
dedication to medicine, his professional integ-
rity and his commitment to the highest stand-
ards of patient care have earned him the ac-
claim and respect of staff and patients alike. 
As he commemorates this significant mile-
stone, it is indeed an honor for me to join with 
Dr. Novog’s family, friends and colleagues in 
conveying my warmest birthday wishes. Dr. 
Novog has my heartiest personal congratula-
tions. I ask you to join me in honoring Dr. 
Novog for his distinguished career in serving 
others. 
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RECOGNITION OF EXEMPLARY 
STUDENT VOLUNTEER 

HON. TIM JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate and honor a young 

Illinois student from my district who has 
achieved national recognition for exemplary 
volunteer service in her community. Allison 
Harms of Bloomington has just been named 
one of my state’s top honorees in the 2001 
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards pro-
gram, an annual honor conferred on the most 
impressive student volunteers in each state, 
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 

Ms. Harms is being recognized for her cre-
ation of ‘‘Sew On and Sew Forth,’’ an organi-
zation that provides hand-sewn items such as 
quilts, teddy bears, pillows, and clothing to the 
sick and needy in her community. 

In light of numerous statistics that indicate 
Americans today are less involved in their 
communities than they once were, it’s vital 
that we encourage and support the kind of 
selfless contribution this citizen has made. 
People of all ages need to think more about 
how we, as individual citizens, can work to-
gether at the local level to ensure the health 
and vitality of our towns and neighborhoods. 
Young volunteers like Ms. Harms are inspiring 
examples to all of us, and are among our 
brightest hopes for a better tomorrow. 

The program that brought this young role 
model to our attention—the Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards—was created by the Pru-
dential Insurance Company of America in part-
nership with the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals in 1995 to impress 
upon all youth volunteers that their contribu-
tions are critically important and highly valued, 
and to inspire other young people to follow 
their example. Over the past 6 years, the pro-
gram has become the nation’s largest youth 
recognition effort based solely on community 
service, with nearly 100,000 youngsters par-
ticipating since its inception. 

Ms. Harms should be extremely proud to 
have been singled out from such a large 
group of dedicated volunteers. I heartily ap-
plaud Allison Harms for her initiative in seek-
ing to make her community a better place to 
live, and for the positive impact she has had 
on the lives of others. She has demonstrated 
a level of commitment and accomplishment 
that is truly extraordinary in today’s world, and 
deserves our sincere admiration and respect. 
Her actions show that young Americans can— 
and do—play important roles in our commu-
nities, and that America’s community spirit 
continues to hold tremendous promise for the 
future. 
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MEDICARE MENTAL ILLNESS NON- 
DISCRIMINATION ACT 

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
reintroducing the Medicare Mental Illness Non- 
Discrimination Act, legislation to end the his-
toric discrimination against Medicare bene-
ficiaries seeking outpatient treatment for men-
tal illness. I first introduced this bill in the 
106th Congress, and I am pleased to again 
sponsor anti-discrimination legislation in the 
107th Congress. 

Medicare law now requires patients to pay a 
20 percent copayment for Part B services. 
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