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ADDRESS TO A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE PER-

MANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF 
AMERICAN STATES—FEBRUARY 5, 2001 
The first address by a Canadian Prime 

Minister to the Organization of American 
States is an important milepost in the em-
brace by Canada of our hemispheric identity. 

A path marked by our decision to join the 
OAS in 1990. By our presence at the first two 
Summits of the Americas in Miami and 
Santiago. By my leading two trade missions 
to Latin America in 1995 and 1998. By our 
hosting the OAS General Assembly in Wind-
sor last June. By the meetings of hemi-
spheric ministers of finance, environment 
and labour that will take place in Canada in 
the coming months. And by the inaugural 
meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum 
of the Americas in Ottawa in just a few 
weeks. 

In a couple of months, we will take the 
most important step on our journey, as we 
welcome the democratically elected leaders 
of the Americas to Quebec City for the Third 
Summit of the Americas. 

The steps we have taken on our journey 
have run in parallel with the growing sense 
that there is more to the Americas than ge-
ography. A sense that we are more than just 
neighbours and friends. We are ‘‘Una Gran 
Familia.’’ Each a proud individual nation to 
be sure. Secure in our unique identity and 
sovereignty. But at a higher level, a family. 
Who share aspirations and values. Who have 
embraced democracy, free markets and so-
cial justice. Who have taken enhancing the 
quality of life of all of our people as our com-
mon cause. 

Recently I have spoken to many of your 
leaders about how we can move ahead on an 
agenda of human progress and shared pros-
perity. I will talk to President Bush about it 
later today. For those listening in Wash-
ington and beyond, I would like to outline 
how Canada sees our agenda unfolding for 
the Quebec City summit. 

Let me begin by acknowledging the serious 
problems and challenges that stand between 
us and our goal. But I have unshakeable con-
fidence in our collective resolve to meet 
them head on. That is, after all, what 
brought us together in Miami and Santiago, 
and will sustain us as we move ahead. 

The gap between our rich and poor remains 
too large. And in the new economy, we face 
the added challenge of preventing a digital 
divide. Our emerging democracies lack 
strong institutions. Our social policies have 
room for improvement. 

Many look upon the powerful forces of eco-
nomic globalization and technological 
change as the source of these profound prob-
lems. But Canada looks upon them as the 
key to solving them. To creating untold op-
portunities and shared prosperity from Tier-
ra Del Fuego to Baffin Island. 

We should neither fear the challenge of 
globalization, nor become blinded by its al-
lure. Rather, we must develop the tools so 
that all of La Gran Familia can reap its full 
potential. We must, in short, adopt an agen-
da that puts people first. That recognizes 
that our citizens can reach their full poten-
tial only when their safety is guaranteed, 
their rights are respected and their access to 
economic and social opportunities is assured. 

In Quebec City, we will do just that. We 
have taken as our themes three complemen-
tary areas: strengthening democracy, cre-
ating prosperity and realizing human poten-
tial. And we want to harness the information 
highway to support this agenda. To foster 
‘‘connectivity’’ throughout La Gran Familia. 

Democracy and the effective rule of law 
are the guardians of human security. But 

such security is unlikely to be sustained in 
conditions of poverty and unequal oppor-
tunity. Realizing human potential through 
effective social policies is the guarantee that 
will allow democracy and prosperity to flour-
ish. 

Democracy has clearly been on the rise in 
the Americas over the past decade. But its 
progress has been neither constant nor 
equal. And in many countries it remains 
fragile. Canada wishes to see a clear and 
forceful commitment to strengthening de-
mocracy and fostering social inclusion in 
Quebec City. Which extends to our demo-
cratic institutions, our electoral machinery, 
and the impartiality of justice. To pro-
tecting human rights and freedom of expres-
sion. To fighting drug trafficking and cor-
ruption. 

It will mean empowering local govern-
ments and safeguarding the rights of minori-
ties, indigenous peoples, migrants and the 
disabled. And making the strongest possible 
pledge to promoting the legal, economic and 
social equality of women and men. 

In Santiago, we formally launched negotia-
tions on the Free Trade Area of the Amer-
icas. And we challenged ourselves to achieve 
it by 2005. 

The goal of achieving an FTAA by 2005 is 
one to which Canada is deeply committed— 
by temperament and history. We understand 
the connection between freer trade, pros-
perity and social progress. And we see an 
FTAA—with increased transparency and 
clearer rules—as the best way of forging that 
same connection throughout the hemisphere. 
For big nations and for small. 

By the same token, we understand that it 
cannot be about trade alone. It is not just a 
contract among corporations and govern-
ments. First and foremost, it is an agree-
ment among—and about—people. It must be 
holistic in nature. It must include improving 
the efficiency of financial markets, pro-
tecting labour rights and the environment, 
and having better development cooperation. 
It must include engaging the private sector, 
international financial institutions and civil 
society in a dialogue directed at encouraging 
greater corporate social responsibility. 

These are the sorts of challenges we will be 
addressing in Quebec. 

Canada also believes that progress in 
strengthening democratic institutions and 
increasing prosperity in the new economy 
must go hand in hand with actions to en-
hance social and economic inclusion. That 
will increase access to education and skills 
development. Promote life-long learning. 
And broaden access to quality health care 
and effective disease-prevention programs. 

And we must achieve this in a way that re-
spects the value of the diverse ethnic, cul-
tural, linguistic and religious strands that, 
woven together, make up the fabric of La 
Gran Familia. 

Canada is also very much focused on bridg-
ing the digital divide in the Americas. As the 
information revolution continues, govern-
ments have a pivotal role to play in deter-
mining how these new technologies evolve. 
And in ensuring that their ability to bridge 
vast distances, expand access to knowledge 
and increase economic productivity is shared 
equitably. 

In Canada we have taken great strides in 
this area by forming creative partnerships 
that have allowed us to connect all of our 
public schools and communities at relatively 
low cost. 

In many ways, our meeting in Quebec City 
will be about coming to terms with an in-
creasingly engaged civil society and its con-

cerns over the powerful forces that are shap-
ing our modern world. 

Canada believes that openness and trans-
parency are vital to building public accept-
ance and legitimacy for our undertakings. In 
preparing for the Summit, Canada has en-
gaged civil society organizations at the na-
tional level. We have also promoted regional 
consultations with committed and serious 
organizations, including meetings here at 
the OAS, and establishing web-sites for the 
sharing of information. 

Canada worked hard to make the OAS Gen-
eral Assembly in Windsor a more open event, 
allowing our citizens to see an historic dis-
cussion on the nature of democracy and its 
status among our membership. We must 
commit ourselves to working with patience, 
persistence and reason to build a hemi-
spheric future full of promise. A future that 
takes account of the concerns expressed by 
our peoples and the impact that the new 
forces at work in the global economy are 
having on our citizens. As host of the first 
Summit of the Americas in the new millen-
nium, Canada will do its utmost to promote 
openness and transparency, while ensuring 
productive discourse among governments. 

I wish to conclude today on a note of 
strong support for the OAS. We can all be 
proud of its accomplishments. The leader-
ship of Secretary General Gaviria has been 
inspired and responsive to the wishes of our 
membership. 

The past year has illustrated the relevance 
of the OAS. From helping to shore up democ-
racy to resolving complicated border dis-
putes. From ensuring electoral fairness to 
promoting technical cooperation. 

More than any other single institution, the 
OAS will be charged with acting upon the 
mandates we endorse at Quebec City. To do 
this it will require a tangible expression of 
our political will and a commitment to its 
fiscal health. Our foreign ministers should 
actively address this issue at this year’s OAS 
General Assembly in Costa Rica. 

My friends, working with you to make our 
vision of La Gran Familia of the Americas a 
reality is a cornerstone of Canadian foreign 
policy. For many years, the Maple Leaf flag 
did not hang in this historic room. Cana-
dians felt that our national journey was tak-
ing a different path than that of the Amer-
icas. Those days are gone . . . forever. 

Let us now journey together into the new 
millennium. With shared conviction, 
strength and purpose. 

Obrigado. 
Muchas gracias y hasta pronto en Quebec. 

f 

HONORING JOHN BURNS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the achievements of John Burns, the 
Executive Director of the Housing Authority of 
Santa Clara County. I would like to recognize 
Mr. Burns’ extraordinary and tireless service to 
the people of Santa Clara County and thank 
him for his 32 years as the Housing 
Authority’s Executive Director. 

John Burns started as the Santa Clara 
County Housing Authority’s first employee in 
1968; the Agency now employs a staff of 275. 
The Housing Authority currently assists over 
13,000 families, seniors and disabled in the 
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Section 8 Program and over 2,000 seniors 
and disabled in the Property Management 
Program. In addition, the Agency manages 50 
duplexes at the Arturo Ochoa Migrant Housing 
Center in Gilroy, California, which houses 100 
families during the harvest season. In the win-
ter months, the center is used for housing 
homeless families. 

Under John Burns’ dedicated leadership, the 
Housing Authority diversified its many services 
to the community to include leasing of housing 
on the open market, new housing construc-
tion, and the management of housing for low 
income families, disabled and the elderly. The 
Housing Authority also ensures, through sales 
of bonds, that new construction in the area in-
cludes affordable rental units. The successful 
effort to pass Measure A in the November 
1999 election allowed the Housing Authority 
greater opportunities to provide affordable 
housing in areas where it is needed and 
where the agency had previously not been 
able to build. 

Among Housing Authorities, the Santa Clara 
County Housing Authority has one of the high-
est profiles in the country and is considered a 
leader when it comes to creating innovative, 
affordable housing. 

A leader in the field as well as in the com-
munity, Mr. Burns has served on the Board of 
Directors for the National Leased Housing As-
sociation as well as the Affordable Housing 
Tax Credit Coalition. He is a member and 
former President of the Northern California 
Chapter of the National Association of Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Agencies, and a 
member and former President of the Executive 
Directors Association of Northern California 
and Nevada. 

John Burns was once quoted in a news arti-
cle that ‘‘I would rather achieve public visibility 
through results of our programs . . . not pub-
lic relations.’’ This ‘‘low profile leader’’ is one 
of the most respected Housing Authority Di-
rectors in the County, a visionary public serv-
ant, and a valued friend. 

f 

DOUBLING THE BUDGET OF THE 
NATIONAL EYE INSTITUTE 

HON. PATSY T. MINK 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
introduce a bill that would double the budget 
of the National Eye Institute (NEI) within three 
years. 

Blinding eye and vision disorders pose a 
tremendous challenge to our health care sys-
tem. The numbers are staggering. By the year 
2030, 66 million Americans will be at risk for 
blinding-eye disorders. Cataracts affects 29 
percent of Americans between the ages of 
65–74. Glaucoma, the leading cause of blind-
ness in African Americans, affects three mil-
lion Americans. Age-related macular degen-
eration (AMD), a disease which alters central 
vision, affects an estimated 1.7 million Ameri-
cans. 

Since its establishment in 1968, NEI has 
conducted and supported research that helps 
prevent and treat eye diseases. A few of its 

research achievements include: New medical 
therapies to treat glaucoma; introducing drugs 
to treat uveitis, a potentially blinding inflamma-
tion of the inside of the eye; and contributing 
to the development of medical lasers to treat 
patients with glaucoma, AMD, and other eye 
disorders. 

The National Eye Institute has many excit-
ing research projects on the horizon. They 
cannot complete those projects without ade-
quate funding. In FY 2000, NEI’s funding was 
$452,706,000. This year, NEI is funded at 
$510,611,000. By FY 2004, we should commit 
$791,714,000 to the NEI budget. 

We have an obligation to make our commit-
ment to eye and vision research at the NEI as 
strong as our commitment to the biomedical 
research at the National Institutes of Health. 

I urge my colleagues to support increasing 
the research efforts at the National Eye Insti-
tute by cosponsoring this legislation. 

f 

CARR, O’KEEFE, KAHLO: PLACES 
OF THEIR OWN 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to rise and announce that an exhi-
bition entitled ‘‘Carr, O’Keefe, Kahlo: Places of 
Their Own’’ has been organized by Dr. Sharyn 
Udall of my home town, Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico. Each artist in this exhibition represents 
one of the three great countries of North 
America: Canada, the United States and Mex-
ico. 

This exhibition, therefore, celebrates the cul-
tural bond of the North American continent 
which transcends national borders. We may 
well find that this cultural bond will also prove 
to be a benefit to our mutual economic inter-
ests. 

In the Congress, we often talk about the 
need for opening our borders for trade, com-
merce, importation and exportation. Rarely do 
we reflect on the need for the international ex-
change of art. This exhibition gives us an op-
portunity to do so. 

This exhibition also celebrates the contribu-
tion of women to the arts. Each of the three 
artists, Emily Carr of Canada, Georgia 
O’Keefe of the United States, and Frida Kahlo 
of Mexico, became one of her country’s pre-
eminent twentieth century painters. Each is 
recognized as a legend. Viewed together, their 
work takes us beyond all borders and the only 
passport needed is the eyes and the heart. 

‘‘Carr, O’Keefe, Kahlo: Places of Their Own’’ 
can be seen in Toronto, Canada, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, Mexico City, Mexico and, a year 
from now, at the National Museum of Women 
in the Arts in Washington DC. It is a tribute to 
these artists and to the spirit of cultural co-
operation in North America. 

RECOGNIZING JOHN CUSEY 

HON. GARY G. MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to bid farewell to my Legislative Di-
rector, John Cusey. 

I first met John in March of 1996. Imme-
diately, I was struck by his keen sense of po-
litical intuitiveness. Although he had only 
worked on a few local campaigns, I could tell 
that his future in government would be bright. 

As an employee, John has excelled in many 
areas. As a result, he rose quickly through the 
ranks of legislative positions, and for the next 
week, he will continue to serve as my Legisla-
tive Director. John has staffed numerous bills 
in the California State Legislature and here in 
Congress. His assistance in the area of unso-
licited e-mail, commonly known as Spam, has 
been crucial, and led to the passage of Cali-
fornia’s first law to protect e-mail users. 

John has also served as my Spokesman 
and Communications Director. His outstanding 
communication skills were especially important 
during my bid for U.S. Congress. On every oc-
casion, he greeted challenging questions with 
honesty and tact. 

Over the last five years, I have come to 
consider John’s family as my friends. His wife, 
Becky, has tolerated the long hours that legis-
lative and campaign work often entail. More-
over, I have seen John grow as a father, wel-
coming two healthy, beautiful children, Ethan 
and Ava, into his life. 

Next week, John will be leaving my office to 
become the Director of the House Pro-Life 
Caucus. While I wish him the best of luck in 
this new endeavor, it is with much sadness. 
John’s absence will create both a professional 
and personal void in my office. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this 107th Congress to 
join me in recognizing and thanking John 
Cusey for his hard work and dedication to 
serving the constituents of California’s 41st 
District and wishing him the best of luck as the 
Director of the House Pro-Life Caucus. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY DONOR 
IDENTITY DISCLOSURE 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2001 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duced legislation that would require organizers 
of presidential libraries to disclose the identity 
of donors and the amounts they give. 

I introduced this legislation in the 106th 
Congress as well because I felt the public 
should be made aware of possible conflicts of 
interest that sitting presidents can have while 
raising funds for their libraries. 

Mr. Speaker, we do not know who these do-
nors are or what interests they may have on 
any pending policy decisions that are to be 
made. I think that our government needs to 
operate in the open—not behind closed doors. 

Recent news reports surrounding the par-
don of billionaire fugitive Marc Rich have 
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